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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as 18 
possible, the Department supplics, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics: Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products ; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1918, was held in 
the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks which 
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were placed at the disposal of the Board of Trade by the 
Port of London Authority. It was opened on 11th March 
and closed on 22nd March. ‘The Office dealing with fair 
matters is at 10, basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,000 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
Londen, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalozues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple maiter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, £.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: Tae Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 














OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 


COUNTRIES 


ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 

The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
eountries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
guickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should coinmunicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
~~ Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
ondon, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


H.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 
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and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and@ 
Kuropean reterences, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carricd on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form Kk” system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL, 

A system of cu-vperation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Develupment and Intelligence) and 2ritish 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to—. 


(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 


The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Korm K,”’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms. 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 
THE COAL SITUATION. 


APPEAL TO MINERS. 

Sir Albert Stanley, President of the Board of Trade, 
and Sir Guy Calthrop, the Coal Controller, addressed 
on Sunday a meeting of between 5,000 and 6,000 coal 
miners at Hayes Heath, which is in the centre of Can- 
nock Chase colliery district, in furtherance of the effort 
Mr. J. Baker, miners’ 








to increase the coal output. 
agent for Cannock Chase, presided. 

Sir Albert Stanley said that since the beginning of the 
war more than 400,000 miners had gone into the Army. They 
had been doing excellent work in the fighting ranks and in 
other directions which had been just as necessary to the 
success of our Armies. When they talked of bringing those 
men kack they should bear in mind that it was a grave 
responsibility for anyone to withdraw tens of thousands of 
th® finest fighting and working men of the British Army. 
We were on the road to an absolutely certain victory, and 
these men themselves did not want to come back, and he 
would beg of them not to ask that they should be brought 
back unless it was absolutely necessary. The coal situation 
was extremely serious, but if every man and boy in the 
mine when he put in an extra stroke with his pick would 
say, ‘‘There is a blow at the Kaiser and Prussianism,’’ we 
should have enough coal to carry us through. 

Sir Guy Calthrop said that not a ton of coal they hewed 
was wasted. There was no chance of hoarding, whether by 
the rich or others. Their average output in Cannock Chase 
was 97,000 tons per week. Their best week recently was 
102,000 tons, and he wanted ¢hem to make it between 115,000 
and 120,000.. He wanted them to see whether they could 
not do the impossible. He continued:—I can assure you 
that we are bringing back as many men as we can, Fut you 
cannot fight a war without an army. I want another 20,009 
tons a week from you. I ask you to do your best, no man 
can do more, but do not forget those men at the front who 
have achieved the impossible. 


A resolution was carried recognising the need for in- 
creased coal output, declaring that the shortage was 
largely due to the recent recruitments, urging the neces- 
sity for a return from the Army of a sufficient number 
of fit miners, irrespective of their medical category, if 
the desired increase was to be achieved and maintained, 
and pledging the meeting to do everything in its power 
to reduce avoidable absenteeism and maintain the 
highest possible output. 





POSITION OF TRAMWAYS. 

Sir Albert Stanley, President of the Board of Trade, 
had promised to attend the conference of the Municipal 
Tramways Association at Leicester last week, but 
owing to the railway trouble he was unable to be pre- 
sent. He therefore despatched the following telegram 
which was read to the members :— 

I extremely regret that owing to the railway situation it 
is impossible for me to get away from the Board of Trade 
to-day. I am greatly disappointed to be prevented from 
fulfilling engagement to lunch with Municipal Tramways 
Association, as I had looked forward with great pleasure to 
this opportunity of addressing your members. One matter 
to which I had intended to refer in my address was the coal 
situation. The necessity for coal economy is at present one 
of the most vital considerations, and I am sure I can relv 
upon your members realising this and making every effort 
to economise. While it is true that tramwav undertakings 
are being asked to make every possible reduction in their 
coal consumption, they are most certainly not being singled 
out for special treatment in this respect. The coal position 
is -that even certain munition works are short. and for 
several months past it has not been possible to ship to our 
Allies or to the neutral-countries the amount of coal-which 
the Government is under obligation. to despatch, If and 
when a rationing of coal for industrial. purposes is put into 
force, there will be many industries which will be compelled 
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to make a much greater reduction than 15 per cent. With 
regard to those undertakings that really do make the re. 
duction which has been asked for, it will be an especial 
obligation of the Board of Trade and the Coal Mines De. 
partment to see that they obtain the amount of coal neces. 
sary to run the reduced services, and no effort will be spared 
to secure this. Please accept and convey to your colleagues 
my sincere regrets at unavoidable absence, and best wishes 
for success of your meeting. 





LIGHTING OF PICTURE HOUSES. 

The Coal Controller has decided that the lighting 
and heating of Cinema Theatres is to be strictly 
rationed. ‘lhe result generally will be that perform- 
ances which are not well attended will have to be re- 
garded as unjustified and needing curtailment. If that 
is not sufficient the number of hours of opening per 
day will require to be reduced. 

Since March, 1918, all Cinema Theatres have been 
compelled under the Board of Trade Heat and Light 
and Power Order, 1918, to close at 10.30 p.m., and 
this in itself has involved a necessary reduction in the 
heating and light and power consumption which will 
to a certain extent meet the reduction called for by 
the present Fuel and Lighting Order, which compels 
a percentage reduction from the previous years’ normal 
consumption. ' 

The Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Association has im- 
pressed on its members the necessity of the most rigid 
economy, and the lighting of theatres will be cut down 
to the utmost limit allowed by local regulation. 





THE LIGHTING OF MUNITION WORKS. 

The great Munitions Works of Coventry and Bir- 
mingham, while their output is ever increasing, are 
obtaining remarkable results in fuel and light economy. 
Saving. to help minimise the effects of the great coal 
shortage, is worked on system, and much ingenuity is 
shown in perfecting works arrangements. The magni- 
tude of their fuel and light requirements has startled 
experts. In one establishment, typical of a score, the 
consumption is 200,000,000 cubic feet of gas—equal to 
18,000 tons of coal—per annum and 13,000,000 units 
of electricity, or about four times the electric consump- 
tion of Watford with its 50,000 inhabitants. 

A well-known expert, who has completed an investi- 
gation for the Coal Controller, finds that the conditions 
in Coventry and Birmingham are much better than in 
London, where, however, preventable waste -is for the 
most part confined to the smaller and less well organised 
establishments. In individual works the leakage may 
appear small, but in the aggregate it represents an 
enormous waste of coal which in the national interest 
must be abated. To secure this end the co-operation 
of the workpeople is essential, and an appeal for their 
assistance is being made by the Coal Controller. 

The means of saving successfully applied in certain 
Midland works are :— 

A careful grading of illumination to suit various 
classes of work. 

Abolition of local lighting for separate machines 
and the substitution of general lighting with suitable 
reflectors and larger units such as the $ Watt metal 
filament lamp and mercury vapour lamps. 

A systematic patrol of the works to ensure that 
no unnecessary lights are kept burning. 

Appointment of economy engineers whose sole 
duty is to supervise the operation of plant to secure 
the most economical results. 

Periodic relining of shafting to reduce power con 
sumption. , 

Burning sawdust in steam boilers. One works 
saves 600 tons of coal per annum by this substitution. 

Keeping down the temperature of workshops. In 
one well-known establishment the temperature is 
fixed at 55 deg. Fahr. 2 $5 : 
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HOUSEHOLD FUEL AND LIGHTING. 
CASES WHERE RATIONS MAY BE REDUCED. 


Under the Household Fuel and Lighting Order large 
houses are often worse off in respect of rations than 
the smaller houses, but there are some cases where a 
very few persons occupy large houses and who, Ly 
limiting the number of rooms available, can have a 
proportionately greater ration of coal for the rooms 
which they use. In these circumstances the Controller 
of Coal Mines has decided that such householders can 
have their rations reduced below the ordinary scale if 
the Local Fuel Overseer is satisfied that no hardship 
will ensue. Similarly in districts where there are 
alternative supplies of fuel, and in eases where persons 
in the past have used less than the rations, the Local 
Fuel Overseer may reduce the scale allowances. Under 
Clause 6 of the Fuel and Lighting Order it distinctly 
states that the allowance for any premises shall not 
exceed the quantity prescribed in the scale (i.e., accord- 
ing to the number of rooms in the household). 

[It is not desired that Local Fuel Overseers should 
reduce generally the allowances of fuel and lighting 
except where there are definitely ascertained cireum- 
stances or particulars which would fully justify their 
action, such as:— 

(1) Adequate supplies of alternative fuel not coming 

within the Order, such as wood or peat. 

(2) A previous normal consumption of less amount 

than the scale allowances. 

(3) A house only partly occupied although fully fur- 

nished, i.e., say a house of fifteen rooms occu- 
pied only by two or three people. 








FUEL WOOD ORDER, 1918. 

The Order dealing with the sale and distribution of 
the million tons of fuel wood which it is expected will 
be ultimately available, is now signed and came into 
effect on Ist October. It is intended to use the timber 
to help out the serious coal shortage and save the 
transport of coal. ‘The wood will be available only in 
districts where it is cut. The text of the Order appears 
in our ‘* Government Notices ” section. 

‘The Local Fuel and Lighting Committees will settle 
the prices for each district. The prices will range be- 
tween 40s. to 50s. a ton, according to the class of wood 
and the nearness of the supply to the place where it 
is cut. 

Fuel wood means the waste lop and top of felled 
timber exceeding two inches in diameter, and any 
other timber unsuitable for conversion into sawn 
lumber or pitwood, and waste produced in the conver- 
sion of timber at a sawmill or factory. 

The Order gives to local authorities a preference in 
securing supplies of fuel wood to be stacked or dis- 
tributed by them under their own control. The object 
of this is to ensure that as widespread a distribution 
of fuel wood as is possible is secured at the lowest pos- 
sible price. Fuel wood should be made available for 
the poor consumer on the most favourable terms, so 
that all consumers are put on an equality of treatment. 
No one will be entitled to buy from a retailer more 
than two tons of fuel wood without a permit from the 
Local Fuel Overseer. 

Where fuel wood is plentiful consumers will be re- 
quired to take a proportion of their allowance in wood 
instead of coal. Two tons of fuel wood are the equiva- 
lent of one ton of coal for this purpose. A licensed 
retailer of fuel wood must exhibit in a ccnspicuous 
position at every place where he sells fuel wood a notice 
of the maximum prices which are in force for the time 
being or of any less prices at which he is willing to 
sell. A licensed hawker shall exhibit a similar notice 
on his cart. | 

This Order does not interfere with the gleaning of 
timber for fuel wood by cottagers and’ villagers with 
the assent of the landlord. nor does it prevent workmen 
in sawmills receiving fuel wood in accordance with 
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past custom or under any wages agreement; nor pre- 
vent the owner of fuel wood from making reasonable 
use of it for his) own purposes; nor to stop the sale of 
fuel wood up to two tons locally in country villages 
where the actual cutting of timber is proceeding. Ex- 
cept in these special cases it is intended to bring under 
control the whole of the fuel wood available for con- 
sumpticn during the coming winter. 

The Order applies to England, Scotland, and Wales. 





GAS COKE PRICES ORDER, 1918. 

The Gras Coke Prices Order, 1918, dated 1st October, 
which has been made by the Board of Trade, is printed 
in our ‘‘ Government Notices ’’ Section. The Order 
comes into force on 7th October. 





EMPIRE COTTON GROWING COMMITTEE. 

This Committee met at the Board of Trade on Wed- 
nesday, 25th September. Four new members were 
present, Mr. A. Canham, who has succeeded Mr. C. 
du P. Chiappini as Trade Commissioner in the United 
Kingdom for South Africa, and takes his place on this 
Committee; Messrs. N. S. Glazebrook and N. N. 
Wadia, representing the Indian Cotton Users and 
Indian Merchants respectively; and Mr. Frederick 
Hodgkinson, who was a member of the Indian Com- 
mission which has recently been investigating the posi- 
tion in India. 

A scheme for the development and expansion of the 
Committee’s work was put forward in outline and fully 
discussed. It is proposed to set up a number of Sub- 
Committees to deal respectively with Finance, Com- 
merce, and Development, Research and Education, 
and the Collection and Dissemination of information 
as to cotton growing. 

It was agreed that in the formation of these Sub- 
Committees it was desirable that additional members 
should be co-opted in order to secure the representation 
of the various interests concerned, such members being 
appointed by the President of the Board of Trade on 
the recommendation of the Committee. 





THE COTTON INDUSTRY. 

The following Tribunal has been appointed to inquire 
into the matters recently in dispute in the Cotton 
Industry :— 

Sir Dudley Stewart Smith, K.C. (Chairman). 
Sir Alexander Kaye Butterworth. 
Mr. George Rowe. 

By invitation of the Lord Mayor, the Tribunal will 
meet at the Manchester Town Hall. Communications 
should be addressed to The Secretary, Cotton Tribunal, 
Town Hall, Manchester. 





PROHIBITED EXPORTS. 


NEW ORDER IN COUNCIL. 


In our ‘“‘ Government Notices ’’ section is printed 
the text of a new Order in Council dated 1st October. 
It has already been provided by the Proclamation of 
10th May, 1917, as subsequently amended, that the 
exportation of goods marked ‘‘ C ’’ in the Schedule to 
this Proclamation should be prohibited to all destina- 
tions in European and Asiatic Russia, and in other 
foreign countries in Europe and the Mediterranean, 
except France and French Possessions, Italy and Italian 
Possessions, and Portugal, and to all ports in any such 
foreign countries. The new Order in Council of Ist 
October, on the recommendation of the Board of Trade, 
further amends the Proclamation by providing that 
there shall be added to the list of goods marked ** © 
all goods not already appearing in the list of goods 
prohibited to all or any destinations in the Proclamation 
as amended, with the following exceptions: (1) Printed 
matter of all descriptions; (2) personal effects accom- 
panied by their owners. 


Buck site. si.’ 
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THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY 
ACT, 1918. 








FIFTEENTH LIST OF LICENCES. 

We give below the fifteenth list of firms, etc., licensed 
under this Act. Previous lists appeared in our issues 
of 30th May, 13th and 20th June, 4th, 11th, 18th, and 
25th July, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th August, 5th, 19th, 
and 26th September, 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section I, 
Sub-section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918, and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders 
No. 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal Industry), that 
licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act 
have been granted by the Board of Trade to the under- 


mentioned companies, firms, or individuals :— 

Adams, H. F., trading as Franks and Co., Cliveland Street 
Works, Cliveland Street, Birmingham, 

Adamson, Gilfillan and Co., Ltd., 2, Billiter Avenue, E.C. 3. 

Addison T., trading as R. Stewart and Co., 284, Dobbie’s 
Loan, Glasgow. 


Aitken and Morcom, Ltd., 115/117, Merchant’s Exchange, 


Cardiff. 

Aldridge, Salmon and Co., Ltd., 4, Fenchurch Avenue, 
E.C, 3. 

Andrews, H., ‘‘Heathfield,’’ Stratford Road, Shirley, nr. 
Birmingham. 


Anglo- oe; Nickel Co., Ltd., The, Vickers House, Broad- 
way S.W. 

Arbuthnot, Fone n and Co., 33, Gt. St. Helens, E.C..3. 

Arnott and Co. (London), Ltd., 124, Fenchurch Street, 
E.C. 3. 

Atlas Bedstead Co. (Stephen Wilkes and Sons), Ltd., Atlas 
Works, Bilston, Staffs. 

Baker and Co., P., Bute Dock Chambers, Cardiff. 

Baker and Crockett, Ltd., 1. Dudley Road, Wolverhampton. 

Barnet and Morton, Ltd., High Street, Kirkcaldy. 

Barton, W., High Bank Cottage, Altrincham, Cheshire. 

Baxter, F., trading as Baxter’s Bolt, Screw and Rivet 
Works, 76/78, Parade, Birmingham. 

Beadell, J. W., 16, 24, and 26, Hollybush Gardens, Bethnal 
Green Road, K. 2. 

Bellis and Morcom, Lid., 
ham. 

Berlandina Brothers and Co., Ltd., 124/127, Minories, E. 1. 

Bilby, E. W. D., Leadenhall C hambers. St. Mary Axe, E.C. 

Billington and Newton, Ltd., Longport, Stoke-on- Trent. 

Binny and Co., Lid., 119, Leadenhall Street, E.C. 3. 

Birdsell and Sons, J., 38a, Dewsbury Road, Leeds. 

Birmingham Brass Stamping Co., Ltd., The, Berkley Street, 


Ledsam Street Works, Birming- 


Birmingham. 
Bishop, Ltd., A. E., 1, Metal Exchange Buildings, E.C. 3. 
Blackburn, H. v. . trading as Blackburn and Co., 1/3, 


Stephen Street, Tottenham Court Road, W. 1. 
Blaenavon Co., Ltd., The, Blaenavon, Monmouthshire. 
Blyth and Co., J., 8. Great Winchester Street, E.C. 2. 
Booth and Co. (1915), Ltd., J., Argyle Street, Nechells, 

Birmingham. 

Branfield, W., Meadow Works, Meadow Street, Sheffield. 

British Niclause Boiler Co., Ltd., The, The Clock House, 
Arundel Street, Strand, E.C. 2. 

Brookes, A., 238, Bordesley Green, Birmingham. 

Brown, J., Alms House Lane, Wakefield. 

Brown, T. J., trading as Alexander Brown and Co., 233 

St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 

Bryant and Co., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Bullas and Sons, Ltd., S. W., Crown Works, Corngreaves, 

Cradley Heath. 

Bull’s Metal and Melloid Co.., 
Bulloch Bros. and Co., Ltd., 18, Fenchurch Avenue, E.C. 3. 
Bullock, F., trading as Builock, ana and Co., 164, 

Palmerston House, Bishopsgate, E.C. 

Burgess, C. W., Grosvenor Rise East, Walehcamctiw E. 17. 
Burrell Prior, Lid.. S, J.. 47! 51, King William Street, 

E.C. 4. 

Burrows, H.., gre 
Cameron a Co. 206, Mansion House Chambers, E.C. 
Chalas, Jr., " ekiaie as Chalas and Sons, Finsbury Pave- 

ment House Finsbury Pavement, E.C. 2. 
Chamberlin, Donner and Co., 12.¢Aytoun Street. 

chester. 

Chisholm and Co., Ltd., W. 40. York Street, Glasgow. 
Clark and Son, F, A., The ‘Ptaeis Lead Mills, Waterloo 

Street. Hammersmith, W. 6, | 

Clyde and Co., Ltd., 146, Bishopsgate, E.C. 2. 


] 


Ltd., Yoker, nr. Glasgow. 


Yor ks. 


Man- 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


OcrToBER 3, 1918 


THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





Coleman and Appleby, Ltd., 
Birmingham. 
Consolidated Investment Guarantee 
40/42, Broad Street Avenue, E.C, 
Continuous Reaction Co., Ltd.. Fai 155, Church Road, 
Battersea, S.W. 11. : 

Coombs, F. H., 15, Vallis Way, Frome, Somerset. 

Cooper, W. and H., 176, Brady Street, Bethnal Green 
Junction, E. 1. 

Courtney, T. H., 
ham. 

Coventry Metal and Iron Co., Ltd., The, 8, 
Street, Coventry. 

Cox, E. G., trading as The George Casting and Engineer- 
ing Co., 38 and 39, Moland Street, Birmingham, 

Cox, Brothers and Co. (Derby), Ltd., Lead Works, Derby. 

Creighton, H., 46, Ella Street, and 7, South Brook Street, 
Leeds. 

Cuff and Co., H. W., 

Cyclops Stamping Co., 
cashire. 


Trust, Ltd., The. 


, Bolton Road, Small Heath, Birming- 


Trafalgar 


27, Mincing Lane, E.C. 3. 
Ltd., The, Bond Street, Leigh, Lan- 


Davis and Mawson, Plume Street, Aston, Birmingham. 


Deacon and Penny, 328, Corn and Produce Exchange, Man- 
chester. 


Dee Smelter, Ltd., The, Abbey Works, Holywell, North 
Wales. | 

Dempster, Moore and Co., Ltd., 49, Robertson Street, 
Glasgow. 


Dennis and Co., Ltd., J. H., 24, Chapel Street, Liverpool. 

Donaldson, J., ‘trading as Wm. Donaldson and Son, 59, 
Shankhill Road, Belfast. 

Dugard Brothers, Ltd., Vulcan Mills, Bridge Street West, 
Birmingham. 

Dunlop Brothers and Co., 49, Fenchurch Street, E.C. 3. 

Dunmanus Bay Barytes Co., Ltd., 24, Finsbury Square, 
E.C.. 2 

Dyson ae Co. (Enfield), Ltd., 
End. 

Ede, A., 3, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 

Electro Deposits, Ltd., 250, Gt. Western Road, Glasgow. 

Embury, T., 196, Albert Road. Handsworth, Birmingham. 

Espir, ¥., 3, East India Avenue, E.C. 3. 

Farley, D. H., Union Lane, Sheffield. 

Farmer, A, E., 166, Tennant Street, Birmingham. 

Fawcett, E., High Clere, Knaphill, Woking, Surrey 

Fleming and Myerscough, 26/28. Camden Street, 
head. 


Southbury Works, Ponders 


Birken- 


Fletcher Hardware Co., Ltd., 51/54, Edgbaston Street, 
Birmingham. 
Francis, A. A., trading as The ‘‘Francis-Rapid’’ Concen- 


trator and Metal Washing Machine, 92/94, Gracechurch 
Street, E.C. 3, 

Gallimore, H., trading as W. Gallimore and Sons, Arundel 
Metal Rolling and Wire Mills, Sheffield. 

George, T. J., 119, Falcon Road, Battersea, S.W. 

Giddings and Dacre, Ltd., Victoria Works, 19, "Chapel 
Street, Salford, Manchester. 

Gill, H. F., Vicarage Street, Walsall. 

Gillespie Bros, and Co., 82, Fenchurch Street, E.C. 3. 

Girdler, J., 12. South Wharf. Paddington, W. 2. 

Glendenning. R. J. E.. trading as J. Glendenning and Son, 
3/11, Brook Street, Liverpool. 

Godwin, Warren and Co., Ltd., 140, Redcliffe Street, Bristol. 

Goldburn, H., trading as The Swansea Alloy and Metal Co., 
Copper W orks, Landore, 8.0. 

Green and Sons, Ltd., E., Economiser Works, Wakefield. 

Greenough, R.., Anchor Brass Works, Leigh, Lanes. 

Grimshaw Brothers and Co., Ltd., Canal Chemical Works, 
Clayton, Manchester. 

Hall, J. trading as J. Hall and Son, 240, Farm Street, Bir- 
mingham. 

Hall, Lewis and Co., 
Square, Cardiff. 

Hamblin, B. G., trading as B. G. Hamblin and Co., 34, 
Friarn Street, ’ Bridgw ater. 

“oe ‘- Horley, Ltd., London House, Crutched Friars, 

Harradine, G. R., trading as J. apes and Sons, 201/35, 
Long Lane, Barmondsey, S.E. 

Hatton and Co., C., 5, Fen Court, eed Street, E.C. 3. 

Hawkes, Ltd., 0. C., Globe Works, Bromsgrove Street, 
Birmingham. 

Hawkins Bros. and Co., Ltd., Hatfield Street, Golden Lane, 
E.C., and Electrical Wire Works, Vale Road, Finsbury 
Park, N. 

Haywood, W. G.., trading as W. G. Haywood and Co., 80/82. 
Seaton ‘Street, Euston Road, N.W. 1. 

Heaps, Arnold and Heaps. 102 and 104, Vicar Laws. Leeds. 

Heginbotham. and Co.. Ltd.. A. W.., 630. Royal Liver Build- 

ings. Liverpool, and Rock Mills, Stoney Middleton, nr. 
Sheffield. 


Imperial Buildings, Mount Stuart 


23, Great Hampton Street, 
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Hendry Bros., Ltd., 71. Queen Street, Glasgow. 
Herbert, F. E. _ trading as F. E. Herbert and Co., 79/81, 


Robertson Street, Glasgow. 


Hillis, J. E., trading as Hillis Brothers and Co., 37, Wal- 
brook, E. C. 
Hind, J. G. Park Lane, Gateshead. 


Hokson, James and Gilby, 405, Lodge Road, Birmingham. 
Huddleston, P. F., trading as the Acme Motor Traction Co., 
72, Finsbury Pav ement, H.C. 2. 


Hyman, I. and J., Thornhill Bridge Wharf, Caledonian 
Road, N. 1. 
Irving, R. E., Rice House, New Hall Lane, West Derby, 
Liverpool. 
Jacobs, M., trading as George Hatton and Co., Heath St. 


South, Birmingham. 

James, 7. H., Kingswood Road, Moseley, Birmingham. 
James, W. C. M. trading as Morewood and Co.’s Suc., 
90/92, International Buildings, Edmund Street, Birming- 
ham. 

Jenkins, Sons, Ltd:, Philip, Metal Works, 
Riverside, Neath. , 

Johnson, F., 7, Olive Street, Birkenhead. 

Jones and Rooke, Ltd., 86/88, Northwood Street, Birming- 
ham. 

Jones, I. R., 
chester. 
Joseph, A., Earl Street, London Road, S.E. 1. 

Kelly Brothers, Johnstown, Wrexham. 

Kelway-Bamber, W., 25, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 

Landon and Brothers, on. 'W., 20, Bartholomew Row, Bir- 
mingham. 

Laughland, Mackey and Co., Ltd., 50, Lime Street, E.C. 3. 
Laverick, E., trading as Wellington ‘Scrap Metal "Market, 
230, Wellington Street, Leeds. 

Lees, ‘B. F., Dudley Road, Sedgley, Staffs. 

Lees and Sanders, Warstone Smelting Works, Birmingham. 
London Aluminium Co., Ltd., The, Westwood Road, Aston, 
Birmingham. 

London and Burmese Wolfram Co., 
Lane, E.C. 4. 

London Electric Wire Co., and Smiths, Ltd., The, Playhouse 
Yard, Golden Lane, E. C. 1. 

Lovegrove, R. W., trading as R. W. Lovegrove and Co., 53, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 

Lucraft, H., trading as Herbert Lucraft and Co., 147, Fen- 
church Street, E.C. 3. 

Lysaght, Ltd. John, St. Vincent’s Iron Works, Bristol. 

MacCallum and Sons, Ltd., P., 56, Rue End Street, 
Greenock. 

Maden and McKee, Ltd., 317, Prescot Road, Liverpool. 

Mailer, W., trading as William Mailer and Co., 1, Cannon 
Street, Birmingham. 

Marples, Wingfield and Wilkins, Sykes Works, Eyre Street, 
Sheffield. 

Marshall, Cotterell and Co., Ltd., Egypt House, New Broad 
Street, E.C. 2. 

Mason and Sons, Ltd., B., 
Aston Manor, Birmingham. 

Mathews, A. E., 15/16, Western Mail Chambers, Cardiff. 

McCutcheon, W. , trading as R. Lees and Co., 101, Leaden- 
hall Street, E. C. 3. 

McSkimming, J., ! _ Hope Street, Glasgow. 

Meaking and Co., , oii, Howe Street, Birmingham. 

Meeking, H. J. "iraing as Reid, Meeking and Co., 4, St. 
Mary Axe, E. C. 

Melingriffith Co., Lita. The, Whitchurch, nr. Cardiff. 

Melville, J., 118, Percy Street, Belfast. 

Millar, J. Y., trading as James Y. Millar _ Co., 
Robertson Street, Glasgow. 

Mills, P. D., trading as George Street Foundry, George 
Street, Walsall. 

Moir and Co., A., 1, London Wall Buildings, E.C, 2. 

Moore Brothers, ‘Ltd. , Priory Works, Priory Road, Aston, 
Birmingham. 

Morris, H. F., trading as Salvage Trading Co., 26a, Earl 
Street, Finsbury, E.C, 2. 

Morris, Russell and Co., Ltd., 75, Curtain Road, E.C. 2. 

Neville 


‘‘Excelsior’’ 


Atlantic Chambers, Brazennose Street, Man- 


Ltd., 18, St. Swithin’s 


Wharf Street Rolling Mills, 


Murray, ©. -P. , trading as C. P. Murray and’ Co., 
Street, Leeds. 
Mussett, J. D., trading as Bronner, Mussett and Co., 109, 


Fenchurch Street, E.C. 3. 

Myerscough, EK. J., trading as Fleming and Co., 
Street, Bury New Road, Manchester. 

Neale, G. W., 83, Upper Thames Street, E.C. 

Nevill, Druce and Co., 50, Cornhill, E.C. 3. 

Newcastle Alloy Co., Ltd., The, Milburn House, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Nigerian Tin Trust and Exploration (1912), Ltd., 1/4, Gilt- 
spur Street, E.C. 

Noble and Whyte, Magazine Works, eS ie ae Tyne. 

Nye, F. T. H., 84, Leadenhall Street, E.C. 


6, Vine 
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Oil Gas Firing Co., Ltd., The, 16, Water Lane, Gt. Tower 


St., E.C, 3. 

Orr, A. J.. Excelsior Works, 235, Gt. Ancoats Street, Man- 
chester. 

Pardoe, D., trading as Pardce and Co., Portway, Dudley. 


15, Wilbraham Rd., Fallowfield, een, 

Phosphor Bronze Co., Ltd., 87, Sumner Street, S.E. 1. 

Pilkington, Jr., W. trading as The Residuals Co. 396a, 
Farm Street, ‘Hunters Road, Birmingham. 

Postlethwaite, P. A., trading at John Cliffe, 22a, Gt. Brook 
St. , Birmingham. 

Pratt, W. H., trading as J. J. Pratt and Son, 79, Queen 
Street, Cheapside, K.C. 4. 

Pullen and Co., F. J., 69, Moland Street, Birmingham, 

Pursall and Andrews, Legg Street, Corporation Street, Bir- 
mingham. 

Raphael’s Refinery, H. L., 
K.14. 

Richardsons, Billiter Square Buildings, K.C. 3. 

Richmond and Wordsworth, Ltd., 72, Queen Street, Sheffield. 

Rimer, W. T., trading as Rimer Brothers, Milburn House, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Roden Foundry Co., Ilford Wharf, Roden Street, Ilford. 

Rogers and Co., Ltd., W., Audrey House, Ely Place, E.C. 1. 

Rushworth, G., Bridge Street, Colne, Lancs. | 

Russell and Co., Ltd., John, Alma Tube Works, Walsall. 

Russell, R. H., trading as R. H. Russell and Co., 19, East- 
cheap, E.C. 3. 

Ryland, F. C., trading as Chas. Ryland and Son, 87/89, 
Exchange Buildings, Birmingham. 

Sanders and Son, Ltd., H. G., Gordon Rd., Southall. 

Sheffield Silver Plate and Cutlery Co., Ltd., Priestley Street, 
Sheffield. 

Singlehurst and Co., 
Liverpool. 

Slater, C., trading as C. Slater and Co., Workington. 

Stanley Price and Sons, T., Western Mail Chambers, Cardiff. 

Startin and Co., Ltd., 19, St. Dunstan’s Hill, E.C, 3. 

Stevenson, R., trading as Wm. Stevenson and Co., 72/80, 
Brown Street, Glasgow. 

Strachan and Co., Ltd., W. M., 7 and 8, Bury Court, St. 
Mary Axe, E.C. 3. — 

Sutcliffe, Speakman and Co., Ltd., Leigh, Lancs. 

Sutherland, A., 20/22, Pipewellgate, Gateshead. 

Tarry and Co., Litd., E. W., Revenue House, 7 and 8, 
Poultry, E.C. 2. 

Tayler and Co., Ltd., D. F., New Hall Works, Birmingham. 

Tennant and Co., Ltd., C. 93, West George Street, Glasgow. 

Tetlow and Son, W.., ‘Broadway Lane Mill, Ashton Road, 


Paterson, D., 


Thomas Street, Burdett Road, 


Ltd., R., 333, Royal Liver Buildings, 


Oldham. 
Thomas and Co., Ltd., R., South Wales Works, Llanelly, 
Carmarthenshire. 


Thornthwaite Mines, Ltd., nr. Keswick. 

Tossell, H. J., trading as Armstrong, Elder and Co., 146, 
Bishopsgate, E.C. 2. 

Trekurland Wolfram and Tin Co., Ltd., 
E.C. 2. 

Tucker, F. J., trading as F. J. Tucker, and Co., 65, Fen- 
church Street, E.C. 3. 

Tucker and Co., G., 51, Norfolk Street, Sheffield. 

Typke and King, Ltd., Mitcham Common, Surrey. 

United States Metallic Packing Co., Ltd., The, Soho Works, 
Allerton Road, Bradford. 

Vickers, V. B., trading as V. B. Vickers and Co 
Street, Sheffield. 

Vincent, W., 142, Brearley Street, Birmingham. 

Vos, R., 79, High Street, Brentford, Middlesex. 

Waller and Co., Ltd., 38/44, Vauxhall Walk, S.E. 11. 

Walter and Co., J., Billiter Square Buildings, E.C. 3. 

Weardale Lead Co., Ltd., The, Salisbury House, Finsbury 
Circus, E.C. 2, > 

Welsh and Co., A., 5, John Street, Ayr. 

Wild and Co., Ltd., J., Post Office Chambers, Middles- 
brough. 

Wilkinson, W., trading as John Wilkinson and Sons, 
Adderley Road, Saltley, Birmingham. 

Williams, J., 55, Pale Street, Upper Gornal, nr. Dudley. 

Wilson, Latham and Co., 75, Whitworth Street, Manchester. 

Wilson, R., trading as Merrybent Mining Co., Merrybent 
Mine, Melsonby. 

Wolseley Motors, Ltd., Alderley Park, Birmingham. 

Would, W. O. , trading as J. S. Underwood and Co., 
Mill ’ Row, Corporation Street, Sheffield. 

Wolverhampton Steel and fron Co., Ltd., The, Osierbed 
Works, Wolverhampton. 

Wood, C. S. oy art as Kempton, Wood and Co., 
Mary Axe, E.C. 

Woodfull, A. 5, Newhall Hill, Birmingham, 

Young and Alexander, Ltd., 50, Wellington marae, baaicets 

Young, Ltd., T. W., 84 and 86, ene Road, E.C. 


_- 
—<—_ 


87, Bishopsgate, 


., Sylvester 


Cotton 


15, St. 











422 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


OcToBER 8, 1918 





Special Articles. 


ECONOMIC PROGRESS IN AUSTRALIA 
IN 1917. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF H.M. TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The Repcrt on the Trade of Australia during 1917 by 
H.M. Trade Commissioner has been issued as a Par- 
liamentary Paper [Cd. 9163. Price 3d.]._ A good 
deal of the ground covered by Mr. G. T. Milne in this 
Report has already been traversed in the communica- 
tions from him which have been published in these 
columns during 1918. ‘To this extent much which 
appears in the Report is not new. Still, as a general 
survey of the Commonwealth’s many activities, and 
as illustrating the changes brought about on the other 
side of the world by the war, it has considerable 
interest. 

Australia is developing very markedly on the agri- 
cultural as distinct from the pastoral side. Regarded 
broadly, says Mr. Milne, the pastoral industry is rela- 
tively at a standstill as compared with the agricultural 
industry, when one considers the number of sheep 
and cattle now in the country in comparison with 
numbers in former years, and the great increase which 
has taken place in the acreage under crop. The official 
figures available show that over 18} million acres were 
under crop of various kinds during 1915-16, probably 
two-thirds of this representing acreage under wheat. 
This acreage is practically double that of ten years 
previously. As showing the vast areas as yet virgin, 
it may be mentioned that the 184 million acres referred 
to represent less than 1 per cent. of the total area of the 
Island Continent. The agricultural development, al- 
though common to all the States, is most marked in 
Western Australia. Ten years before 1915-16 there 
were only about 365,000 acres in Western Australia 
under crop, while in the latter year there were nearly 
2,190,000 acres. Relatively to its area, agricultural 
development in Victoria is greater than in any other 
State, about 10} per cent. of its total area being under 
cultivation. Both pastoral and agricultural production 
are, of course, subject to weather conditions, as well 
as to other modifying factors, but the trend of rural 
activities in recent years has been in the direction of 
inereased agricultural, rather than of pastoral, pro- 
duction. The difficulty of shipping wheat in war time 
is, however, now causing a feeling of doubt whether 
the interests of the country would not be better served 
by devoting more attention to stock raising and to 
crops, such as hay, used as feed for stock, than to 
wheat growing, and interest aroused in the matter 
has found expression in conferences representative of 
the pastoral and agricultural industries. The predomi- 
nant feeling appears to be in favour of the extension 
of wheat growing, as the difficulties affecting the in- 
dustry are regarded as being temporary in character. 

GREAT PROSPERITY. 








The bountiful production of foodstuffs and raw material 
and the high prices which have ruled for most of the com- 
modities produced in Australia have caused great prosperity, 
and the expenditure of very large sums of loan money raised 
in the country by the Commonwealth Government, in order 
to carry on the war, has enhanced this. At the end of 1917 
there were 17,508 motor cars in use in New South Wales 
alone, as against 14,175 on 3lst December, 1916, while com- 
mercial vehicles and motor cycle registrations also show sub- 
stantial increases. This prosperity is further emphasised 
by the figures showing the bank clearings and those indicat- 
ing the deposits of the Savings Banks, as well as by the 
animation and activity in the shops at Christmas time. 

The expenditure on public works has, of course, been 
curtailed, and the building trade has been affected to a con- 
siderable extent by the war conditions. Building materials 
of every description have increased in price, and the rate of 
interest on money for first mortgage on buildings has also 
increased, but there has been little or nothing in the way of 
depreciation in the value of property. It is stated that 
property transactions in Sydney last year represented a 
turnover of about double that of the previous year. The 
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suburban land sales, involving the subdivision of estates 
in proximity to the larger cities of the Commonwealth have 
to a large extent, been carried on as heretofore, and values 
realised show little or no diminution. 


SHIPPING DIFFICULTIES. 


The most serious difficulties with which commercial jp. 
terests have been concerned were those arising out of the 
scarcity of tonnage, due, to some extent, to the diversion of 
shipping for war purposes. The following figures will afford 
some indication of the great falling off which there has beep 
in the tonnage of vessels calling at Australian ports. The 
tonnage entered and cleared in cargo and in ballast at 
Commonwealth ports in the pre-war calendar year, and last 
fiscal year, respectively, amounted to :— 





Tons. 

ET hsibeaesibivhotiiendtdibhethiiediiibumabeaiens 10,601,948 
SEE.» scene cnahienysniiebamhebiin net adieliccseaadedends 7,694,442 
RENE * scicuanmbaiibinenis sdtemekabsebis 2,907 ,506 





For the greater part of last year the mail service between 
Australia and North America and Europe has been main. 
tained vid Vancouver and San Francisco respectively, while 
the cargo service has been irregular in character. An an- 
nouncement was made in November, 1917, that a new line 
of Dutch mail steamers flying the flag of the Royal Packet 
Co. is proposed between San Francisco and Australia, and 
that a fortnightly service will be inaugurated at an early 
date. The itinerary will be from San Francisco direct to 
Sydney, thence to Melbourne and Adelaide, the vessels 
finally clearing from the last-named port for San Francisco 
via Java. 

SHIPBUILDING. 


The shipbuilding proposals of the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment, to which reference was made in a former report, have 
so far taken shape that a Supervisor of Ship Construction 
appointed by the Federal Government was actively engaged 
in the early part of 1918 in making arrangements for the 
immediate construction of several steamers. Six of these 
vessels are to be constructed by the New South Wales Govern- 
ment at their Dockyard at Walsh Island, Newcastle, and 
others at the State Shipbuilding Yards at Williamstown, 
Victoria, which have now been taken over by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. Negotiations were opened for the acquisition, or 
lease, of the Walsh Island Yards by the Federal Government, 
but nothing resulted. Shipbuilding in connection with the 
Federal Government’s programme is also proposed to be 
carried out at Devonport, Tasmania. Arrangements have 
been made for the supply of some of the necessary ship plate 
from the United States, but the steel works at Newcastle, 
New South Wales, are now, it is understood, in a position to 
roll a certain quantity of ship plate. It is, also, understood 
that, when arrangements have been concluded with the 
various trade unions, a start with the actual construction 
of the vessels will be made immediately. As far as possible 
Australian materials and labour will be employed in the 
construction of the vessels, and the engines will be built 
locally. 

The largest vessel hitherto constructed in Australian ship- 
building yards, other than vessels completed at the Common- 
wealth Naval Dockyards, near Sydney, has been a suction 
dredger which was completed by the Mort’s Dock and Engi- 
neering Co., Sydney, for the Victorian Government in 
December, 1917. This vessel, which is claimed to be the most 
modern and powerful dredge operating in .Australia, is 
233 feet long, 37 feet keam, with a depth of 16 feet. The 
vessel is provided with pumps with a capacity of raising 
1,200 tons of sand per hour, and at the official test the 
hoppers were filled in 44 minutes when operating in 30 feet 
of water. 

The Prime Minister of the Commonwealth announced 
towards the end of the year that fourteen ships were being 
built in the United States for the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment. It is understood that these vessels are to be utilised 
for the shipment of the vast accumulation of wheat in the 
country, and that they are being built of wood. 

The Australian Coastal Service has been considerably 
affected by the withdrawal of an appreciable amount of ton- 
nage, placed at the disposal of the Imperial Government, 
with the result that there has been some interruption to the 
Inter-State trade. So serious, indeed, was the position at 
one time that arrangements were contemplated for the trans- 
port of cargo destined for Western Australia by the recently 
opened Transcontinental railway, but in the early part of 
1918 the position was reported to be easier. The Federal 
Government has, however, requisitioned all vessels in the 
coastal service, and, until further notice, all these vessels 
will be under the direction of the Controller of Shipping. At 
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the end of last year the aggregate tonnage of six Inter-State 
Companies amounted to about 302,000 tons gross. Of this 
tonnage about 116,000 tons gross have been engaged in deep 
sea work for some time. 


THE CONTROL OF WOOL. 


Developments during the present year in the pur- 
chase of Australian wool by the Imperial Government 
have been so great that the Trade Commissioner's 
survey of the wool control for the season 1916-17 has 
become of historical rather than current interest. He 
states that the actual quantity of wool purchased by 
the Imperial Government during the 1916-17 season 
was 1,128,288 bales, in addition to bags, the total 
weight being 358,059,021 lb., of which nine-tenths were 
greasy, and the remander scoured. The total value of 
the Commonwealth wool controlled and brought under 
the scheme amounted to £25,340,540. The total over- 
sea shipments of wool from 1st July, 1916, to 30th June, 
1917, amounted to 1,263,136 bales. As showing the 
extent of the appreciation of the value of wool it may 
be mentioned that the average value per bale of the 
1916-17 season’s clip of 2,216,518 bales was £20 
lls. 8d., which is by far the highest price recorded. 
The figures for the previous year were £16 10s. 10d. 


INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES. 


‘In no year since statistics regarding industrial 
strikes were first collected,’’ writes the Trade Commis- 
sioner, ‘‘ has there been so much unsettlement as in 
1917.’ There were, according to the Commonwealth 
Statistician, 444 disputes during the year, involving 
173,970 work people; the estimated loss in wages 
amounted to £2,641,735. Mining and quarrying, 
manufacturing, shipping, wharf labour, railway and 
tramway services were the activities chiefly involved. 


RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION. 


Although expenditure on railway construction has had to 
be curtailed to some extent, about 941 miles of new lines of 
railway were completed by the State Governments during the 
year ending 30th June, 1917, in addition to expenditure on 
renewals of rolling stock, duplications, etc. 

The new mileage added was greatest in Queensland and 
New South Wales, that in Victoria, South Australia and 
Tasmania being relatively small. At the date mentioned, 
over 1,700 miles of new lines were also reported as being 
under construction, close on 800 miles of which are in New 
South Wales. In some cases work has been suspended on 
lines under construction. 


THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILWAY. 


The most important event in connection with railway 
construction during the past year was the completion by 
the Commonwealth Government of the Transcontinental Rail- 
way, which joins Port Augusta, as the head of Spencer 
Gulf in South Australia, to Kalgoorlie, which is situated 
about 370 miles west of Perth in Western Australia. This 
line, which was begun in 1912 and which was completed in 
October of 1917, has cost, approximately, £7,000,000. The 
distance between Port Augusta and Kalgoorlie is 1,051 miles, 
and, according to the published schedule, the time occupied 
in covering the distance is 33 hours, inclusive of stops. It 
is stated that no flowing water is seen during the whole of 
the run, even in good seasons. On this account chiefly, the 
stock carrying capacity of the country adjoining the line 
must be regarded as limited, although it is probably better 
on the Western Australian side than further East. It will 
now be possible to travel by rail from Fremantle, Western 
Australia, to Brisbane, Queensland, but it should be observed 
that there are no fewer than five points at which changes 
in the gauge occur and where it is, consequently, necessary 
to change from one train to another. The value of this 
great line from a commercial point of view will be limited 
for a considerable time to come, but it is undoubtedly of 
value from a strategic point of view, while, when the mail 
service from London to Australia via Suez is re-established, 
it should be possible to effect a saving in time in the delivery 
of mails in Adelaide and the Eastern States, from the 
United Kingdom and Europe. 

In no section of the import trade has the situation created 
by the war made itself felt so much as in that of metals and 
machinery. It was inevitable that under the system estab- 
lished for dealing with priority certificates locally by way 
of recommendation from the local Director of Munitions to 
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the Imperial Ministry of Munitions, a certain amount of 
dissatisfaction with official methods should find -expression. 
It is considered by many that the Director should have-the 
assistance of Advisory Committees composed of representa- 
tives of the importers and of the overseas manufacturers, 
and that greater publicity should be given to information 
regarding the position of manufacturers in the United King- 
dom in respect to the export trade. It is hoped, however, 
that the recent decision to ration certain trades, and to 
refer applications from overseas to provincial trades com- ° 
mittees, may lead to an improvement in the working of the 
priority certificates scheme. 

The great appreciation in value which has taken place 
during the war period makes any deductions from statistics 
dealing with values only of little use, but the following 
figures, showing what the imports of metals and machinery 
have been since 1913, are of interest :— 


Metals. 

Partly Machinery. 
Years. Unmanufactured. Manufactured. Manufactured. 

£ ; £ 

1919 1,575,734 1,500,486 11,781,510 4,841,625 
1914-15 788,872 955,791 9,441,123 4,013,878 
1915-16 846,913 1,123,726 9,706,017 3,307 ,682 
1916-17 466,848 1,210,872 7,761,700 3,322,838 


From the foregoing it will be seen that the greatest shrink- 
age has taken place in the “unmanufactured”’ group, which 
includes ores, clays and mineral earths, gold in dust and 
bar, as well as iron and steel pig and lead pig. In 1913 the 
imports of gold under this heading amounted to over 
£1,100,000, whereas last year they were under £200,000. 
After allowing for this, however, the decline in most of the 
other imports is considerable. 


RAILWAY AND CONSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL. 


In the whole range of imports the most striking decline 
is in rails, fishplates, bolts, points, crossings, etc. In 1913 
the recorded value of these articles was £1,282,355, while in 
1916-17 it only amounted to a little over £73,000. In the 
case of wire netting, the imports have almost ceased. Only 
about one-fourth of the quantity of iron and steel wire 
imported in 1913 entered ‘the country in 1916-17 at about 
double the price officially recorded in the earlier year. 

lor railway and constructional material, the local market 
is increasingly depended upon to meet the demand. With 
regard to plate and sheet and fencing wire, ‘the position is 
one of greater diificulty, as these staples are not yet manu- 
factured in the country, although it is probable that they 
may be. Importers have been obliged to get from the 
United States many items formerly obtained in the United 
Kingdom, but the demands on the resources of the United 
States for the prosecution of the war make that source of 
supply uncertain. With the exception of Belgium, none of 
the other allied countries have figured largely as sources of 
supply in the hardware and metal trades, and up till the 
present the export of Japanese heavy lines is largely con- 
fined to brass and copper bars, rods, sheet, pipes and tubes. 
It is stated that steel wire ropes of Japanese manafacture 
for use in mines, lifts, etec., are about to be placed on the 
market. 

Complaints are numerous as to the unsatisfactory character 
of many Japanese goods, and to Japanese conditions of 
trading generally. Importers express their readiness to 
revert to the United Kingdom as their source of supply 
when conditions permit, but manufacturers at home should 
not rely too much on expressions or assurances of this kind, 
as the Japanese manufacturers are well informed of the 
criticism of their products and are making efforts to mect it. 
For the present, indications are that owing to increasing 
difficulties in connection with shipping from Japan (freights 
in mid-April were £9 per ton and an advance was fore- 
shadowed), and the urgent demands of larger and more im- 
portant markets than Australia, there may be a falling off in 
the imports from Japan not only of metal gouds, but of 
other commodities as well. 


AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY. 


The important market for agricultural machinery is largely 
eatered for by Canadian and American manufacturers, and 
also in un increasing degree by the local manufacturer. At 
the important agricultural shows held annually in various 
parts of the country, local Canadian and American manu- 
facturers are well to the fore, and, while certain British 
firms are also to be found amongst the exhibitors, it cannot 
be said that they are as much in evidence as their competi- 
tors At present, the difficulties in the way of doing business 
are manifold, but wherever possible it is well to have a stand 
so as to keep the firm’s name before the public, even 
although it may not be practicable to book orders for prompt 
delivery. 
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In conuection with dairying machinery and appliances, the 
market is an important one and likely to expand. ‘The 
british share in this trade is, and always has been, un- 
satisiactury, and when conditions permit, the home manuiac- 
turer will, it is hoped, make greater efforts than he has 
done to secure some of the orders for cream separators and 
other dairying equipment which go to foreign countries, 
Sweden in particular. Nothing short of a systematic study 
of the market, preferably by a group of firms manufacturing 
allied but non-competing lines, will meet the situation: In 
Australia itself the industry is well organised on a co- 
operative basis, and whether the selling organisation of the 
home manufacturer is entrusted to these co-operative 
societies or to one of the several reputable firms specialising 
in the distribution of dairy equipment, there should be an 
increase in the share of our manufacturers in this branch 


of trade as a result of closer attention to distributing, 


methods. 
EvLectricat EquipMENT. 

The market for electrical machinery and equipment of 
every kind is important and certain to grow rapidly. Various 
schemes for the production and transmission of electrical 
energy are under consideration at present, but are held 
up owing to the war. ‘The United Kingdom’s chief com- 
petitor in this trade is the United States, although Italy and 
Sweden also contribute. As regards appliances other than 
machinery, Japan has made rapid progress. Recently, a 
Japanese firm introduced a wire-covered cable with a label 
attached to the coil bearing the letters ‘‘C.M.A.,’’ the 
obvious infeience by the uninitiated being that the firm is a 
member of the Cable Makers’ Association. As the result of 
representations made by Mr. Milne to the Department of 
Custems, it has Leen decided to regard the letters ‘‘C.M.A.”’ 
or the werd ‘‘Association,’’ when unqualified, as indication 
that the manufacturer of the goods is associated with ike 
British Cable Makers’ Association, and that the goods have 
been manufactured in accordance with the specification of 
that Association. It has also been decided that statements 
such as ‘‘guaranteed equal in all respect to C.M.A. product 
of similar grade’’ may be used on wires and cables manu- 
factured by non-members of the Cable Makers’ Association, 
previded that the goods are thereby correctly described. The 
latter part of this somewhat important decision appears to 
throw on the Customs Department the obligation of seeing 
that the goods are correctly described. 

MininG MAcHINERY. 

The decline in the imports of mining machinery is ex- 
plained to some extent by the conditions of the industry and 
by the fact that much of the mining equipment throughout 
the country, other than electrical, is manufactured locally. 
The production of gold has been steadily declining for some 
vears in the various fields owing to the impoverishment of 
the deposits in some cases and to enhanced costs of mining 
in others. Although it is believed that there are many 
areas which would yield returns if properly developed, this 
view may be nothing but a pious aspiration. The output 
of silver, as well as lead, from well-known mines, has in- 
creased on the other hand. The output of zinc has declined 
during the war, but the causes of this are regarded as being 
temporary. Tin and copper also show some decline, but it 
is prebable that, under normal conditions, the output of 
these metals may increase. The winding engines and pump- 
ing plant on some of the mines are of local manufacture, 
while, at Broken Hill, jigs, concentrating tables embodying 
the features of well-known tables of overseas origin, and 
tube mills, formerly made by Krupp, of Essen, are all made 
locally. Roll shells used in the reduction of zinc-lead cores 
formerly imported from the United Kingdom and Germany, 
are now also made in Melbourne and Sydney. American 
manufacturers retain their supremacy in rock drills and 
coal-cutting machinery, and such competition as there is 
from the United Kingdom is not pronounced. Mine 
managers at Broken Hill state that, so far as they are aware, 
there is no British-made drill sharpening machine on the 
market. 


LOCAL INDUSTRIES. 


The difficulty of obtaining supplies from overseas during 
the war period has stimulated the local production of 
manufactured goods, but it should be recognised that the 
desire of the Australian people to achieve a greater degree 
of self-containment in respect of the products of secondary 
industry has been in existence for a long period, and that 
the war situation has merely stimulated the desire. 

In 1915, the Jatest year for which statistics of production 
are available, the total value of the output of factories in 
the several States of the Commonwealth amounted to 
£169,086,700. In 1907 it amounted to £93,549,165. The 
official records of production, which may be consulted by 
those interested at the Department of Overseas Trade 
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(Development and Intelligence) in London, contain informe. 
tion regarding the various kinds of factories, their number 
output, value of land, buildings and plant, numbers of hand; 
empluyed and wages paid, as well as comparative data 
regarding these for earlier years. The various industries 
are classified in these records in nineteen separate headings 
with appropriate subdivisions for each class of industry. 
The most important group is that of establishments for the 
manuiacture of food and drink and such like. This includes 
meat and fish preserving works, butter, cheese and cun- 
densed miik factories, flour mills, sugar mills, and refineries, 
breweries, as well as a number of minor industries. Metal 
working wnd machinery shops, which include metal and ore 
reduction works as -well as engineering establishments, 
occupy the second place, while establishments for the :manv- 
facture of boots and shoes, clothing and textile fabrics, are 
next in grade of importance as regards their output. 

While it is natural that much of the raw material utilised 
in the various factories is produced locally, a considerable 
quantity of the materials used has to be imported. In some 
instances, indeed, the local manufacture consists almust 
entirely in the assembling of imported material. As these 
vamous industries develop, however, local sources of raw 
materials, hitherto unexploited or exploited to a limited 
extent only, will be made available. 

In previous reports reference has been made to the steel 
industry at Newcastle, New South Wales, which is being 
developed under the direction of the Broken Hill Pty. Co., 
Ltd., and on which about £2,500,000 have been expended. 
Until recently, the output of these important works was 
largely confined to steel rails and structural material, but 
merchant bars are now being turned out, while a continuous 
rod mill imported from the United States has been erected 
for rolling wire rods, from which fencing and other wires 
will be drawn. An additional blast furnace, which will 
double the output of the works, has been installed, as well 
as a steel foundry where all the heavy castings for the new 
plant can be made. The equipment for producing plate for 
ship building has been completed and, in the opinion of the 
Directors of the Company, it should now be possible to build 
steamers in Australia constructed entirely of material 
manufactured in the Commonwealth. That various sub- 
sidiary industries dependent on supplies of steel will be 
started as a result of the activities of the Broken Hill Co. 
there seems to be no reason to doubt. 

In addition to the Broken Hill Pty. Co.’s works, there has 
been established for several years another steel works at 
Lithgow, New South Wales. This firm turns out pig iron, 
merchant bars, railway material, as well as pipes and tubes. 
A Newcastle engineering firm has recently designed and 
constructed an electrically driven three high mill for rolling 
merchant bars, and it is stated that the mill is running satis- 
factorily. At their works at Alexandria, near Sydney, the 
Australian Electric Steel Co., Ltd., is installing their second 
electric furnace. In view of the demand for their products, 
this Company contemplate installing an electric steel furnace 
in Western Australia in order to supply material required 
for the mining industry. It is also proposed to erect an 
electric furnace in Melbourne. At the Alexandria works of 
the Company a furnace for the manufacture of ferro silicon. 
which in the past has had to be imported, is also being 1n- 
stalled. At Alexandria steel ingots of a kind suitable for 
railway tyres are turned out, and although at present there 
is no tyre mill in Australia, forged weldless steel tyres 
are being made by a 500-ton combined steam and hydraulic 
press by a firm at Castlemaine, Victoria. The steel blooms 
or ingots are supplied by the Australian Electric Steel Co. 
and also by the Broken Hill Pty. Co. The Castlemaine firm 
has had orders from several of the State railways, including 
an order from the New South Wales Government Tramways 
for 1,500 tyres. The Australian Electric Steel Co. has sup- 
plied the mining companies at Broken Hill with a certain 
amount of plant, including chrome steel ‘‘roll shells,’’ which 
were formerly imported from Germany and the United 
Kingdom. 

The Colonial Ammunition Co., of Melbourne, which has 
hitherto been chiefly engaged in the manufacture of am- 
munition for the Federal Government, have recently made 
considerable additions to tkeir works, and are now placing 
on the market brass, copper, aluminium and nickel silver 
sheets. A company, with which copper-producing interests 
are identified, is installing plant at Port Kembla, New 
South Wales, for the manufacture of copper sheet and wire. 
Part of the plant was lost at sea, but this has been replaced, 
and it is anticipated that the company’s products will be 
placed on the market shortly. A factory for the manufac- 
ture of white lead and paint has recently been erected near 
Sydney by a London firm, and operations on an extensive 
scale are contemplated. In addition to this, other develop- 
ments in regard to white lead and kindred industries are 
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spoken of. A factory at Parramatta, near Sydney, engaged 
in the production of linseed oil, as well as linseed meal and 
vil cake, has considerably extended its operations recently. 
The capacity of the plant is stated to be equal to about two- 
thirds of the Australian requirements. At present, the seed 
is imported chiefly from India, as the bounty of 10 per cent. 
on the local market value payable by the Federal Govern- 
ment has not proved a sufficient inducement to the local 
cultivator. 

In connection with the manufacture of paper, experiments 
have been conducted in North Queensland with some success 
by utilising lalang or blady grass and certain weeds in 
making pulp, but the cost of collection of the raw material 
may conceivably militate against the production of pulp on 
a commercial basis. The Queensland Pine Co., Ltd., is 
stated to be the only firm in Australia owning plant for the 
manufacture of wood pulp. <A good type of pulp is reported 
to have been produced at the Company’s mill from local 
timbers (hoop pine and bunya bunya), but owing to Jack 
of water the mill closed down in 1916. The State Govern- 
ments of New South Wales and Victoria are investigating 
the possibility of paper manufacture from pulp derived from 
local timbers. 

The foregoing are only a few of the many directions in 
which Australia’s secondary industries are expanding. They 
are the result, in some instances, of war conditions, and on 
that account doubt may be felt in some quarters as to their 
permanency. The prevailing impression, however, is that, 
in a country which appears to be definitely committed to a 
protectionist fiscal policy, and which undoubtedly possesses 
vast natural resources, these secondary industries will 
assure for themselves a firmer position year by year. The 
history of the past few years suggests that this view is 
correct. 





THE SUPPLY OF ACIDS AND 
FERTILISERS. 





UTILISING WASTE PRODUCTS. 

One of the most complete controls exercised by any 
Government Department is that over the supply of 
Acids and of the Fertilisers connected with them. The 
control is continuous and unbroken from the mining 
and shipment of the raw material down to the delivery 
to consumers of the finished products. It originated, 
as with other controls, out of shortage, and was 
developed as the requirements of the war called for 
an output far exceeding anything needed under the 
pre-war conditions. 


SULPHURIC ACID. 


The central industry is the manufacture of sulphuric 
acid which is being produced now at the rate of about 
1,800,000 tons per annum. Sulphuric acid is the prin- 
cipal material in the manufacture of explosives, and 
also of the fertilisers, sulphate of ammonia and super- 
phosphate of lime; it is, moreover, essential to a great 
many manufacturing industries. It has been found 
necessary for the Acids Supply Branch of the Ministry 
of Munitions to control the provision of raw materials 
from which the acid and the fertilisers are made and 
the distribution to all consumers. This has involved 
« mechanism of control which covers (1) importation 
of materials, (2) production, distribution, and ration- 
ing, and (3) prices and costing. Control is direct and 
complete at all stages. 

IMPORTATION OF MATERIALS. 


The principal raw material from which sulphuric acid 
is made is Iron Pyrites, imported mainly from Spain 
and partly from Norway. The whole requirements of 
pyrites for the United Kingdom are purchased by the 
Acids Branch of the Ministry of Munitions under direct 
contracts with the mines. It is provided that the 
mines shall act as the agents of the Department for 
the business of shipping, discharging, sampling and 
despatchiny from ports of discharge, and the executive 
control of the whole of the raw material is thus cen- 
tralised in the Branch. The quantities of ore required 
are determined by the Department from the statistical 
data in its possession, and instructions for loading ships 
are given through the Ministry of Shipping from day 
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to day as ships are nominated. The cargoes are dis- 
charged at British ports in accordance with the arrange- 
ments between the Department and the Ministry, of 
Shipping, and the sampling, weighing and distribution 
of the ore in this country is directly controlled through 
agents of the Branch. ‘The Pyrites are delivered to the 
Sulphuric Acid Makers at a flat delivered price per unit 
of sulphur under a common form contract between the 
Department and all Sulphuric Acid Makers in the 
United Kingdom. 
PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION, AND RATIONING. 

Production, distribution and rationing of sulphurie 
acid are subject to control under the Sulphuric Acid 
Orders of 29th May, 1917, and May 10, 1918. Under 
these Orders, the quantity, the quality, and strength 
of acid manufactured at any works are determined by 
licence issued to the manufacturers, the licences being 
based upon statistical data covering the consumption 
of acid for all purposes. In this way the actual output 
of acid in all plants in the country is controlled from 
one Central Office in the Ministry of Munitions. 

Licences are similarly issued determining the 
quantity of acid to be used by Manufacturers for their 
own purposes and to be supplied to consumers either 
direct or through agents. 

PRICES AND COSTING. 

As explained above, the raw material for Sulphuric 
Acid manufacture—Iron Pyrites—is delivered to , Sul- 
phuric Acid makers at a flat price fixed by the Depart- 
ment. The price of sulphuric acid manufactured from 
it is also fixed by the Department, on the basis of the 
ascertained cost of production determined in conjunc- 
tion with representatives of the Trade. ‘The basis is 
such as will allow a definite profit per ton of acid manu- 
factured. To all intents and purposes, therefore, the 
Sulphuric Acid Trade is being operated on a commission 
basis, since the prices both of raw materials and of the 
finished product are fixed. Moreover, it is, at the pre- 
sent time, subject to a Government control which has 
eliminated almost all the ordinary economic factors 
which determine both prices and distribution. 

The fact that the Sulphuric Acid Trade is_ being 
operated on the basis of a fixed agreed rate of profit 
per ton has involved the necessity of meeting the case 
of plants worked below their maximum output, in which 
the standing charges, and therefore the cost of manu- 
facture per ton of acid, are higher than in those more 
fully employed. A scheme for the equalisation of 
profits per ton of acid produced has therefore been 
established, based on a deduction ‘from, or an addition 
to, the fixed price of acid in cases where plants are 
worked above or below an agreed rate of production. 

In connection with the determination of prices, costs, 
and other similar matters, the Department has had the 
advantage of being assisted by the Sulphuric Acid 
Trade Advisory Committee, consisting of various mem- 
bers of the Trade. 


ELIMINATING WASTE. 


One valuable result of the centralisation of control 
over the whole sulphuric acid trade has been the dis- 
covery and elimination of waste in many directions. 
For example, it has been possible to establish the prin- 
ciple of the ‘‘shortest journey’’ in the distribution of 
acid. The consumer is supplied from the works of the 
nearest producer, an economical arrangement which was 
far from being adopted before the war. 

The possession by the Acids Branch of full and up- 
to-date statistical information, both as regards pro- 
duction and consumption, has enabled it not only to 
determine with considerable accuracy the immediate 
requirements of all trades, but also to forecast future 
requirements. It has thus been able to decide upon 
the necessity of constructing new plant, and to take 
within its sphere of control the construction, main- 
tenance and alteration of all sulphuric acid plant. 


UTILISING WASTE PRODUCTS. 


One of the largest and most striking economies in the 
consumption of acid introduced by the Acids Branch 
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has been the industrial utilisation of waste products as 
substitutes for sulphuric acid. The principal of these 
substitutes is Nitre Cake, a waste product from the 
manufacture of nitric acid. Nitre Cake is produced at 
the rate of about 28,000 tons per month, and towards 
the end of 1915 practically the whole production (then 
on a smaller scale) was being thrown away—in some 
cases at a cost of £1 per ton for discharging into the 
sea or dumping on land. Taking advantage of the 
eontrol of sulphuric acid, the Acids Branch introduced 
the industrial use of Nitre Cake into all trades where 
sulphuric acid performs a somewhat crude function— 
such as in the textile and dyeing trades, grease 
recovery, metal pickling, etc. The market price of Nitre 
Cake consequently rose considerably, and at the 
present time some 23,000 tons per month are being con- 
sumed in about 25 different trades. The whole dis- 
tribution of Nitre Cake for all purposes is now operated 
from the Acids Branch. Not only has a great economy 
in the actual use of materials been effected, but the 
necessity has been avoided of constructing a_ large 
amount of costly sulphuric acid plant which would 
otherwise have been needed to supply these trades. The 
utilisation of Nitre Cake has also effected an equivalent 
saving in the shipping which would have been required 
for the importation of Iron Pyrites. 

Another instance of economy effected through tite 
centralisation of control is the ultilisation of Pyrites 
Residues. Steps are now being taken to work up the 
non-cupreous residues from Iron Pyrites, after the 
sulphur has been removed at acid works, in order to 
make them suitable for the manufacture of iron in the 
blast furnaces. The whole of these non-cupreous resi- 
dues, under the system of control now in operation, 
are the property of the Ministry of Munitions, and 
plants are being erected for the treatment of these 
residues by which some 300,000 tons will be rendered 


available as iron ore. 


FERTILISERS. 


The principal fertilisers are:—Superphosphate of 
Lime, Sulphate of Ammonia, and Basic Slag. The 
control of the manufacture of these fertilisers was 
transferred to the Acids Supplies Branch at the 
beginning of 1917, mainly because the Branch already 
controlled the principal material, sulphuric acid, 
required for the manufacture of the first two. 

In the case of Superphosphate, the system of control 
which has been developed is the same as that for sul- 
phurie acid. The two essential materials are sulphuric 
acid and raw phosphate rock. The whole of the require- 
ments of the United Kingdom for phosphate rock are 
imported by the Department from North Africa and 
America and distributed by it to Superphosphate 
Works, to which it is delivered at a flat price. Sulphuric 
acid is similarly available at a flat price at sulphuric 
acid makers’ works under the direction of the Branch. 
The price of Superphosphate itself is fixed by Order, 
and is based on the cost of manufacture determined 
by investigations carried out both by members of the 
Trade and by the Department. 

In the case of sulphate of ammonia, the materials 
are :—Ammonia produced at Gas Works, Coke Ovens, 
Blast Furnaces, Producer Plants, etc., and sulphuric 
acid. The sulphuric acid is delivered under the direc- 
tion of the Department to sulphate of ammonia works. 
The price of sulphate of ammonia is fixed by Order, 
dated Ist May, 1918, and is arrived at, as in the case of 
superphosphate, by agreement with manufacturers, 
after independent investigation of cost. In order to 
render available for munitions and agricultural pur- 
poses the maximum amount of sulphate of ammonia, 
the Department has assumed control of all other am- 
monia products, and the manufacture, use, and sale 
of these is regulated by licence on a system exactly 
similar to that adopted for sulphuric acid. 

The production of Basic Slag is independent of sul- 
phuric acid, but since it is a phosphatic manure which 
can largely replace superphosphate, the control of its 
manufacture was brought under the Branch, and the 
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selling price of basic slag has been fixed in exactly the 
same way as the price of superphosphate and sulphate 
of ammonia. An Order, fixing the price of all three 
fertilisers, called ‘‘ The Superphosphate, Sulphate of 
Ammonia and Ground Basie Slag Order,’’ was issued 
dated Ist May, 1918. The sale of Compound Fertilisers 
is regulated under the Compound Fertilisers Order, 
dated 4th June, 1918. 





THE SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS. 


A STATISTICAL SURVEY. 

In the view of the Inter-State Commission of Aus- 
tralia--whose Report is being summarised in these 
articles—the extent and nature of the South Pacific 
trade have not hitherto received the statistical atten- 
tion to which their importance entitles them. In 
some respects the statistics of the British possessions 
are particularly incomplete, a drawback which could 
hardly exist if it were not for the divided control of 
the groups. 

Since the islands of the South Pacific are the pos- 
sessions of different nations, it has been necessary in 
arriving at a general statistical survey to consult French 
and German statistical records. Before 1914 a large 
proportion of the Commonwealth trade in the Pacitic 
was recorded as “‘ to’’ and ‘‘from’’ the South Sea 
Islands without regard to the particular island or 
groups of islands concerned, but a more complete 
system has been instituted in which regard is paid 
to the different British administrations. But these 
administrations themselves follow no uniform statis- 
tical plan. The German authorities, on the contrary, 
appear to have shown great diligence and method in 
recording the local statistics. The statistical informa- 
tion, though scattered and in some details meagre, is 
comprehensive enough to enable a_ satisfactory 
examination to be made of the South Pacific trade as 
a whole, and of the pre-war German trade therein, 
and the effect of its competition upon British and 
Australian interests. By way of explanation, it should 
be stated that the latest statistical returns for the years 
immediately preceding the war are quoted; and that, 
while the term South Pacific may be taken to embrace 
the islands south of the equator, it is proper to include 
in this survey the figures for the Carolines and Marshall 
Islands and Nauru and some other small islands (north 
of the equator) which before the war were included in 
the German New Guinea administration. In fact, the 
trade of these northerly islands, owing to the nature 
of their products, is closely linked up with the trade 
of New Guinea and Australia. The Germans, for 
statistical and other purposes, designated all their 
island territory or protectorates in the Pacific (except 
Samoa) as their South Sea Possessions. 

TOTAL IMPORTS. 


In 1913, the value of total inward trade of the 
South Pacific was approximately £3,651,492, of which 
the British Island Possessions imports amounted to 
£1,486,235, Papua £218,323, Foreign Island Posses- 
sions (including German Samoa) £1,346,934, German 
New Guinea and neighbouring German Island Pos- 
sessions £450,000. The New Hebrides’ contribution 
was estimated at £150,000. The following table gives 
a comprehensive presentation of the imports:— 





1913. 

British— £. 
TEE ck sadedcsiiddneporsecrersesoctacvscoedvenssvensnnenvasssonss 903,968 
NO, © iit ica halls alin ciuaedeelb iainasadidibdondptniaesennebenties 162,761 

Gilbert and Ellice Island (including Ocean Island 

I IED ~ ianencrchisnieecuncensenwnmocemencasinn 103,559 
NID, -  ssnsaphncosassndancaundesgnienssntacaserpioreceresosnesis 181,044 

Ocean Island (included in Gilbert Group) ... — 
TT - cihoideddnuienssqinenthaumisecenbaucdiitbes *12,000 


Cook and other islands annexed to New Zealand 122,903 
SEE * -cledhuervecratiettedensashideadnaiiediives — 


£1,486 ,235 
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ft . c : ; ; 
Bee Foreign— : . _&£ Not only are the foreign island possessions in the 
hadi New Caledonia and Dependencies CL tetttaeensieeeeses sy South Pacific of considerable extent and fertility, but 
Society Islands (Tahiti) and other French Islands 361,21 their demands for imports exceed those of the British 
e of Samoa Islands (American), Tutuila ............... 27 ,400 . . . ; 
sued Samoa (German) ........... aii cilanlialiahadilhonectinbes *250,000 island rr How these demands are being 
sers Solomons (German) (included in German New met is dealt with later. As regards exports, if it were 
der, | ne A NL TTT RE EIEN a wi not for the export of sugar from Fiji, the ‘British 
Bismarck Archipelago | Included in German exportations would compare unfavourably with the 
Pleasant Island (Nauru | ee. Cimdenee foreign islands exportations, although the shipping 
Other Foreign — | a involved in the latter is to a considerable extent 
satiatiemnatasteds\hditnitai £1,346,934 | 0° advantage to Australian commerce. 
Tote | o “te the export figures, it will be noted 
— | that the exportations from the Gilbert and Elli 
New Guinea— a P ice 
— A CUMIN. 5.4. ssesgibncfissscniaiianddaieiabaeniants 218,323 | islands in 1913 amounted to £330,518, but of this value 
ani German (including Bismarck Archipelago, | agricultural production is represented only by some 
‘ific Solomon Islands, Caroline Islands, Pelew _ £45,000 of copra, the balance being made up prin- 
ney Islands, Marshall Islands, and Marianne «450.9090 | Cipally by_exportations of phosphates from Ocean 
“ei Talamds) — ..5....c.ccscccsvcecscecsccscessccsoccocscscencocs ; Island. But on the other hand, the value of the 
French exportation is due principally to th - 
BN cea Sic aradedateieiens 668,323 = CaP tue principally e ore pro 
ald ) duction in N ew Caledonia, and the value of the German 
of New Hebrides— | exportation is largely attributable to the exportations 
| BR cities leat ceuanetacaiaaln *150,000 | of superphosphates from the island of Nauru (Pleasant 
wai Island), the phosphatic deposits of which are being 
a SE IEE Seesenioessavienasans £3,651 ,492 — by a British company. Of the considerable 
. , trade of German Samoa much has been in the hands 
mi magnesia. of British subjects; in fact, its carrying trade, as shown 
fc TOTAL EXPORTS elsewhere, is dependent almost wholly on British 
: ' vessels. 
ea Of the total exports £4,369,122 of the above-named 
on ot ‘ 
possessions in 1913, the British Island Possessions ex- EUROPEAN TRADE WITH THE ISLA 
ete ported £2,113,140, Papua £128,016, Foreign Island GREAT BRITAIN. FRANCE. AND cima 
uid Possessions (including German Samoa), £1,372,966. ( oe i? ). 
28e German New Guinea and associated island possessions The question will now be considered to what extent 
1S £595,000, the New Hebrides contribution being esti- the three Great Powers (Great Britain, France, and 
ry; mated at £160,000. The following table gives a Germany) chiefly represented in the government of 
” detailed statement of exports :— the South Pacific shared in its trade and commerce. 
1a- 1913 The destination of exports and the origin of imports 
is British— £ can be ascertained with sufficient accuracy for the 
ry BUM °  5siidbicrevemsnecdanodscsanchenntviinceinecnbanstnemenseds 1,425,940 purposes of a general comparison. In the under- 
as Solomons ...--.iseeeeveeeecesseereeceeeteeeecenaeesseseanens 148,265 | mentioned table, therefore, will be found the value 
n, Gilbert and Ellice SS a De 330,518 | of the imports from the islands for home consumption 
nd Tonga sovaneeee eT te Gilbert G pageedosetiecees 82,321 | into, and exports to the islands from, the United 
ld a (included in Gilbert Group) a 4.000. Kingdom, Germany, and France for the years 1912 
8 1 Cook and other islands ccc 199,098 | and 1918. 
ut, 9 ee tae ah ES RE I =e: s Sata ha Saale 
te Imports for | 
e SE -detbdsierrbadieisdibadeassiiil 2,113,140 ‘Home Consumption. Exports to. 
J] | 1912 1913. | 1912 1913 
th Foreign— | wit 
in New Caledonia and Dependencies ............... 633,536 GREAT BRITAIN. | 
ln Society Islands (Tahiti) and other French German Possessions in- 
| cluding leased territories £ £ £ £ 
a a alias as ald ebicw ented 462,180 rage 171.353 163.175 | 48.104 83.518 
‘a Samoa Islands (American), Tutuila ............... 27 250 a a ag a . 
le SS es *250,000 Pacific ..  ..  .. | 218,657 252,429 | 60,667 74,225 
~ Solomons (German) | ; Islands in Pacific (not else— 
ir Bismarck Archipelago Included in German where specified ~ 310 35 | 2,115 2,136 
nt Pleasant Island (Nauru) | New Guinea Papua 6,429 13,387 | 21,539 19,399 
Other (Foreign) J — Fiji .. ‘a on on 20,032 2,721 | 129,945 128,083 
Other British Islands in the 
SOE: i: dilapalidilctniailditniailacs 1,372,966 Pacific .. .. .. | 85,345 23,220 | 21,786 14,399 
re aes 802,126 454,967 284,156 321,760 
EE NE» | | Siigcdessunadaiddadedinbammbicebiondecs 128,016 r | 
tO GERMANY. | 
ee rg ee Archipelago, Christmas Island and other 
olomon Islands, Caroline Islands, Pelew British Islands ..  .. | 290,000 335,000 | 25,000 15,000 
mn Islands, Marshall Islands, and Marianne German New Guinea .. 320,000 350,000 | 90,000 95,000 
Se ___ ERNIE PESO SEIS PaO REI perm am APE *595,000 French Possessions in Pacific | 210,000 200,000 | 20,000 25,000 
n Total Samoa | 85,000 165,000 | 20,000 30,000 
NE  ictdibniaias * avesiees 23,016 | | 
- ar 905,000 1,050,000 | 155,000 165,000 
New Hebrides— | | 
DH tian die els. 160,000 es 
renc sta pills Oments In e | 
Pacific .. ; .. | 596,000 592,000 395,000 436,000 
" IE Ie cdiiiunbeiehocinen, tyke 4,369,122 Other Islands _ | 36,000 88,000 _ 4,000 8,000 
9 “Approximate. | “= | 632,000 680,000 | 400,000 444,000 
4 In making a comparison between British and | es pe tS sete ; eer 
i Foreign trade, it will be seen that in the year 1913 the | In addition to the above importations, it is known 
0 total imports of the foreign island possessions (exclu- | that the countries mentioned imported large quantities 
3 sive of the New Hebrides) exceed British island pos- | of South Pacific Island produce for re-exportation. 
sessions importations by £92,376, but that in the same This applies less to Germany than to United Kingdom, 
- year the exports of the British islands possessions | France, or Holland. 
y exceed the total exportations of the forei b | It must be noted that while French and German 
zs P gn by | 
£273,190. | importations are directly related to the country of 
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origin of the goods, the English importations are 
recorded according to the country from which they 
were consigned. The English importations recorded, 
therefore, as from the South Pacific Islands, are 
probably very much less than the actual amounts. 
For example, in 1912 £170,015, and in 1913 £208,57 
of South Pacific Islands copra was transhipped at 
Sydney for the United Kingdom. 


PROPOSALS TO INCREASE TRADE. 

Dealing with proposals which will increase the 
volume of British trade with the Islands, the Report 
emphasises the principle that the country supplying 
the best shipping services will dominate the trade. 
This, of course, involves the question of shipping sub- 
sidies, and of arranging services which will enable 
ships on the main trade routes to make the larger ports 
of the Islands places of call. 

Again, it was suggested to the Commission that an 
export duty should be placed on copra which was not 
shipped to and crushed in British territory. Before 
the war 60-70 per cent. of the copra of the Islands 
was shipped to Germany. A general export duty on 
the same basis was also suggested for all the Island 
products. 

A number of other proposals to assist trade are also 
made. These are:— 

(1) Pacific Islands trade bureaux to be established, 
one by the Commonwealth and the other by New 
Zealand, to co-operate with one another, and to be 
divided into export trade and import trade depart- 
ments; the bureaux to get into touch with firms in 
Great Britain, the Commonwealth, and New Zealand 
interested in Pacific Island products, and to induce 
such firms to undertake propaganda work with a view 
to encouraging the use of copra and products manu- 
factured therefrom. 

(2) Travelling trade commissioners to be appointed, 
whose duties would be as follows :— 

(1) To visit all main islands and gather fullest 
possible information relating to the copra trade 
and island industries, and collect samples of 
all Pacific Island products; 

(2) To obtain samples of German and Austrian 
products which now find favour with the 
islanders ; 

(3) To inquire as to shipping facilities of islands, 
with a view to improvement. 

(8) Pacific Islands trade museums to be founded— 
one in Sydney and the other in Auckland—for exhibi- 
tion of samples collected by trade commissioners, and 
of samples of machines, etc., used in opening coconuts, 
drying of copra, packing for export, and subsequent 
manufactures, etc. 

(4) Chemists to be appointed to study technology 
of manufacture of copra into various products, and to 
suggest improvements in methods and machinery, etc. 

(5) Laboratory and Technical Research Library to 
be started in Sydney. 

(6) Tropical agriculturists and entomologists to visit 
the islands and report on methods of culture, plant 
diseases, and remedies, etc. 

(7) Experts to be employed for invention or im- 
provement of copra handling and crushing machinery. 

The above matters do not call for special remark ; 
the question of finding markets for South Pacific pro- 
ducts is of less moment than the question of increasing 
their production. The crushing of coconuts for oil and 
the manufactures from the coconut by-products have 
recently increased considerably in Great Britain. The 
technology of manufactures in relation to islands nro- 
ducts is receiving attention in many quarters and in 
institutions whose province it is to deal with this 
matter. The development of plantations on scientific 
agricultural lines is receiving the attention of private 
and Governmental agents, while the interests of 
planters are too great to neglect the valuable service 


of the entomologists. 


— 
—— 
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[While every care ws exercised to ensure the accuracy ef 
any explanatory article or note relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selucs. | 








APPLICATIONS FOR THE EXPORT OF GOODS 
TO DENMARK. 

The Director of the War Trade Department an- 
nounces that he is now prepared to consider as from 
to-day (8rd October) applications for the export of goods 
to Denmark. Exporters who have applications already 
before the Department should, except as provided 
below, draw attention to them (quoting the depart- 
mental reference number) instead of making fresh 
applications. 

The grant of licences will be strictly limited to the 
reasonable requirements of Denmark, and will in all 
cases be subject to home and Allied requirements and 
to any other special circumstances which may arise. 

Guarantees from the Danish Merchants’ Guild or 
Chamber of Manufacturers should accompany each 
application, unless a guarantee has already been sub- 
mitted to the War Trade Department. 

Applications, duly supported by certificates from one 
of the approved Danish Associations, at present before 
the War Trade Department in respect of cotton waste, 
cotton yarn, cotton thread, cotton piece goods, and 
other manufactures of cotton, will be considered forth- 
with in rotation without further communication from 
the applicants. Owing to the large quantities covered 
by these outstanding applications it is not at present 
possible for further applications in respect of such goods 
to be accepted by the Department. It is hoped, how- 
ever, that some modification of this position may be 
made at an early date, and a notice on the subject will 
appear in due course in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal.’’ 





REDUCTION IN OFFICIAL PRICE OF 


ALUMINIUM. 

The Minister of Munitions announces that the contro} 
price of aluminium ingots of 98-99 per cent. purity will 
be reduced, as from the lst January, 1919, from £225 
per ton to £200 per ton, carriage paid to consumers’ 
works. 

The price of remelted aluminium scrap and swarf 
ingots will remain as at present. 





REVIVAL OF APPRENTICESHIP. 


It is universally recognised that an improvement in 
former methods of juvenile employment must play an 
important part in any scheme of economic reconstruc- 
tion after the war, and there is evidence to show that 
an increasing interest is being felt throughout the 
country in the possibility of establishing, or reviving, 
an apprenticeship system under conditions appropriate 
to modern industry. 

The Juvenile Advisory Committees set up by the 
Minister of Labour have, for some time, worked in 
this direction, and in London schemes of apprentice- 
ship in the Building Trades and for the employment 
of learners in the Dress-making and Allied Trades have 
been adopted ; while many large firms in the Provinces 
have special arrangements in operation for the training 
of young workers. 

These steps are warmly encouraged by the Minister, 
and though the Department is not officially responsible 
for any agreements which may be effected, it has circu- 
lated a great deal of information on the subject to the 
Juvenile Committees. In a recent circular the prin- 
ciples underlying modern schemes of apprenticeship 
and the methods necessary to give effect to them have 
been clearly described, together with the details of 
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nearly a score of schemes which are in actual exist- 
ence. It is believed that the time is ripe for Juvenile 
Employment Committees to suggest and press forward 
further proposals on the same lines (with a good pro- 
spect of acceptance). In certain industries it is felt 
that it will be necessary to aim at national rather than 
local arrangements, and here it is probable that the 
Joint Industrial Councils could give assistance of great 
value. 





SAMPLES OF GERMAN COFFEE, SOAP, ETC., 
SUBSTITUTES. 


Samples of certain German substitutes forwarded 
from Rotterdam may be inspected at the Enquiry Office 
of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence). These include a substitute coffee 
which, on analysis, is found to contain fleshy root of 
swede type (not beet, chicory, or radish), ground pear- 
meal (residue after making perry), barley, hawthorn 
berries (rare), and occasional fragments of vegetable 
tissues. Another is a substitute soap called ‘‘ Saponia,’”’ 
a German product imported into Holland. It is a 
mixture of soap with sodium carbonate and some clayey 
material, and has been introduced to compete with 
the well-known brand that is reputed not to wash 
clothes. Another is a substitute bootlace made from 
wood pulp paper. It is found that this rapidly goes 
to pieces when wet. 

The collection also includes a substitute amyl acetate, 
which, however, does not possess the properties of this 
substance. It is essentially a crude dilute alcohol, and 
it may contain a trace of flavouring substance. The 
Germans claim that this is used in gin, although amyl 
acetate is quite foreign to this spirit. 





ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRADE BETWEEN 
UNITED STATES, NEW ZEALAND AND 
SOUTH PACIFIC. 


Plans for developing a larger trade between the 
Pacific Coast of the United States and New Zealand 
and the South Sea Islands are reported to have been 
completed recently by New York and San Francisco 
interests with the chartering of seven Seattle-owned 
schooners. ‘T'wo of the vessels will load general cargo 
in San Francisco for New Zealand, and two for the 
South Sea Islands; two will load lumber on the Puget 
Sound, one for Levuka and the other for Suva, both in 
the Fiji Islands; the seventh vessel will load copra at 
Apia, Samoa, for the Pacific Coast, and the same cargo 
will be carried on the homeward voyage by the six 
other vessels. 





A NEW ZEALAND APPEAL FOR ENGLISH 
TRADE JOURNALS. 


The Chief Librarian of the Canterbury Public Lib- 
rary at Christchurch, New Zealand, is about to esta- 
blish a special technical and commercial library for 
the public, and is anxious to obtain from the United 
Kingdom a collection of trade and technical journals 
which shall be available for readers from week to week. 
He will be glad if publishers in this country will assist 
him by forwarding their publications, so that by these 
means readers in New Zealand shall be brought into 
closer relation with the commercial and industrial news 
of the United Kingdom. 





FORMATION OF BORDEAUX COMMITTEE OF 
PARIS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 


A local committee of the British Chamber of Com- 
merce, Paris, has been formed at Bordeaux to promote 
and assist British trade in that port. At a recent meet- 
ing held by this committee it was decided to appoint one 
member as a corresponding member with the Chamber 
in Paris. A resolution was passed that no foreigner 
will have the right to attend the meetings of the com- 
mittee, although representing an English house. 
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CANADIAN LUMBER COMMISSIONER FOR 


THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

A special Lumber-trade Commissioner for the United 
Kingdom and Europe has been appointed by the Govern- 
ment of British Columbia. The Commissioner is Mr. L. 
B. Beale, who has spent sixteen years in the lumber 
business in this country. The British Columbia Minister 
of Lands, in announcing the appointment of Mr. Beale, 
said: ‘‘ The Government is determined to win for 
British Columbia its share in the overseas market. If 
conditions warrant, Mr. Beale will remain in Europe 
permanently.’’ 





CANADIAN RESTRICTED IMPORTS. 

The High Commissioner for Canada, 19, Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1, is informed by cablegram from 
the War Trade Board at Ottawa, with further reference 
to the messages circulated from this Department on 
the 21st, 28rd, and 26th ultimo, that, until further 
notice, steamship companies should be advised to ac- 
cept all goods for shipment mentioned in the cablegram 
from the Customs Department circulated on the 26th 
idem. 

The High Commissioner is also advised that General 
Import Licence No. 1 applies to the goods quoted in 
that same message, of whatever origin, when shipped 
from Great Britain. 





MERCHANT SHIPPING. 

The Board of Trade have brought up to September, 
1918. their List of the Principal Acts of Parliament, 
Regulations, Orders, Instructions, and Notices which 
are now in force relative to Merchant Shipping. This 
List has been prepared for the information of ship- 
builders, shipowners, masters, and others interested, 
and may be obtained (price 3d. net) from H.M. Sta- 
tionery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, or branches. 





FLAX (DEALINGS) ORDER, 1918. 


The Flax Control Board announces that by the Im- 
ported Flax (Dealings) Order, 1918, the purchase of 
British Flax and Tow not yet imported into the United 
Kingdom is prohibited. 

It is further provided that the purchase of any Flax 
or Tow not yet imported into the United Kingdom 
except Dutch and Russian Flax or Tow is permitted 
without permits in the case of all persons not being 
consumers of Flax and subject to permits in the case 
of consumers. The sale of such Flax is prohibited 
except under permit. 

Application should be made for permits under this 
Order to the Flax Control Board, Scottish Sub-Com- 
mittee, Victoria Chambers, Dundee, or Irish Sub-Com- 
mittee, 31, Wellington Place, Belfast. 





BRITISH FIRMS AND AGENCIES IN BAHIA. 


The British Consul at Bahia points out that a great 
number of Brazilians, Portuguese and neutrals are 
representing British firms in his districts, and that 
the number is steadily growing. In addition, he points 
out that the number of British firms trading in his 
districts has been for a number of years decreasing. 

Before the war some of our best agencies were in 
the hands of Germans, and when the war came these 
agencies were transferred to Brazilians. 

H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro also states that the 
main reason for the steady decline of British firms, and 
the steady shrinkage of the British colony in Bahia, is 
the tendency shown by our traders to liquidate their 
business when they consider that there is no necessity 
for them to continue in business any longer. He fur- 
nishes a list of thirty British firms which have dis- 
appeared from Bahia during the last 50 years. Of 
these 13 ceased operations on the retirement of the 
principals, seven disappeared when the principals died 
as there was no one to carry on. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 





COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 
Cabled information received this week by the Indian 
Trade Commissioner in London is as follows :— 


Monsoon. 


Continues weak and rain is still needed generally in the 
North and Centre. It has bees moderate in Bengal and 
Burma. In the Deccan (Madras and Bombay), where rain 
was reported short till last week, recent falls have been 
better. 

JUTE AND CoTToN Crops. 


The final jute forecast estimates a crop of seven wiilion 
bales, being a decrease of 1,900,000 bales as compared with 
last year’s forecast at corresponding date. Cotton in the 
United Provinces is doing well. 

Cotton PRICES. 

Fine Broach Cotton, September delivery. Highest quota- 

tion, Rs. 899 a candy; lowest, Rs. 722. 
War Loan. 

The War Loan subscriptions, according to revised figures, 
exceed 49 crores of rupees (£37 millions approximately at 
ls. 6d. exchange). 

RatLway SuRVEYS. 

The following Railway Surveys have been sanctioned: 
Maungdaw to Akyab, 77 miles, by the Assam Bengal Rly. ; 
Magra Hat Kalsdwip, 29 miles, by the Eastern Bengal Rly. 
The last is in the Diamond Harbour sub-division of the 24 
Pargannahs. 





CANADA. 





FIRE LOSSES AND FIRE INSURANCE. 

A Report issued by the Commission of Conservation, 
Ottawa, deals with losses caused by fire in the Dominion. The 
Report states that since 1867 fire loss in Canada, excluding 
forest fires, has amounted to 700,000,000 dols. 

Of this sum, 350,000,000 dols. is made up of direct fire 
losses, 150,000,000 dols. represents the cost of maintaining 
public and private fire protection services, whilst 197,000,000 
dols. is the amount of insurance premiums paid, but not 
returned to policy-holders in compensation for losses. In 
addition, nearly 200 people are burned. to death and about 
500 seriously injured by fire every year. , 

In the four normal years, 1912-15, Canada’s annual per 
capita fire loss was 2°73 dols., as compared with 2°26 dols. 
in the United States, 64 cents in England, 74 cents in 
France, 28 cents in Germany, and 13 cents in Switzerland. 
A disquieting feature is that the losses in this country are 
increasing with great rapidity. 

The Commission states that 70 per cent. of the fires in 
Canada are caused by carelessness, faulty building con- 
struction, arson, and lack of fire prevention laws, such laws 
as exist being but poorly enforced. Canadian fire depart- 
ments are declared the best in the world, but they are not 
preventing a steady growth of fire losses. 


CoMPULSORY LEGISLATION NECESSARY. 


In dealing with the remedy for present conditions, the 
Commission are of opinion that compulsory legislation, 
making individuals responsible for their own careless acts, 
is imperative. The Dominion Government not being given 
direct jurisdiction by the British North America Act, it 
should, the Commission thinks, conduct a campaign to 
educate the public to their responsibility. The purpose of 
this would be to assist provincial fire prevention efforts. 
The Dominion Government, it is said, should also maintain 
a testing laboratory to establish standards in building 
materials and devices. 

The Commission contend that the high cost of doing 
business implies extravagant administration on the part 
of insurance companies, and add that from 1869 to 1916 the 
public has paid the insurance companies 65 cents for dis- 
tributing every dollar of indemnity. 

The Commission finally recommend that uniform. legisla- 
tion be drafted into the Dominion and Provincia] Insurance 
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Acts to establish the principle of profit-sharing commissions 
for all companies, leaving the companies and their agents 
to work out the details. 


FOREST SURVEY IN NEW BRUNSWICK. 

Results of the work of surveying and classifying the 
crown lands of New Brunswick have been issued by the 
Department of the Interior at Ottawa. 

According to the Report, field parties have surveyed and 
examined 1,200,000 acres. Of this the mapping and com- 
piling of 371,000 acres have been completed, which shows 
282.064 acres of merchantable timber suitable for logs or 
pulp; 6,109 acres of second growth not yet large enough for 
logs or pulp; 42,364 acres of burnt land on which there is suf- 
ficient reproduction to assure a future crop of timber ; 33,794 
acres of burnt land on which satisfactory reproduction is 
not yet established; 4,199 acres of barren, treeless land, 
including caribou barren cranberry bogs, etc., swamp land 
not supporting commercial growth ; 2,570 acres of cleared or 
cultivated areas. 


SuPpLIES OF COMMERCIAL TIMBER. 





The commercial timber on the 282,064 acres of timber land 
is estimated as follows: Spruce, 139,506,000 board feet; fir, 
96,627,000 feet; pine, 19,240,000 feet; cedar, 34,821.000 feet; 
hemlock, 7,474,000 feet; maple, 30,034,000 feet; birch, 
97,956,000 feet; beech, 12,838,000 feet; other species, 
8,366,000 feet; total, 446,862,000 board feet. 

In addition to the above there are 583,138 cords of spruce 
and fir pulp; 60,901 cords of poplar pulp; 84,346 cords of 
white birch spool wood; giving a total of 728,385 cords, 
which, assuming that two cords will equal 1,000 board feet, 
will be equivalent to 364,192,000 board feet, making a grand 
total ef 811,054,000 board feet on the 282,064 acres of 
timbered land. Assuming that the 371,000 aeres examined 
is fairly representative of the entire area of 7,500,000 acres 
of crown land, the total stand of all species would be ap- 
proximately 16,200,000,000 board feet. 

A significant fact noted is that although 33 per cent. of 
the timber stand (five or six billion feet) is represented by 
hardwoods—maple, beech, and birch—yet these varieties 
form only 13 per cent. of the annual cut of the Province. 
It is said that a great deal of the hardwood is suitable for 
the manufacture of flooring, dimension stoek for chairs, 
turnery, and similar uses. 

The estimate prepared by the Forest Survey also shows 
large amounts of poplar. 





WHEAT YIELD PER ACRE, 1917-18 SEASON. 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has issued a Prelimi- 
nary Estimate of the principal grain crops for the past 
season, from which it appears that the average yield per 
acre for all Canada of spring wheat was twelve and a half 
bushels, and of autumn sown wheat sixteen and a half 
bushels. 

Last year autumn sown wheat averaged twenty-one and 
a half bushels per acre, while for the ten-year period 1908- 
1917 the average yield was twenty-three bushels. Spring 
wheat last year averaged fifteen and a half bushels per acre, 


and for the decennial period quoted the average was nineteen 
bushels. | 





GERMAN EAST AFRICA 
(Occupied Territory). 





TRADE IN 1917-18. 


(From the Administrator.) 
WILHELMSTAL. 


The following observations on the Import and Export 
trade of the occupied territory for the year ended 31st 
March, 1918, relate only to the following established sta- 
tions (exclusive of the trans-frontier traffic via Voi) :— 

Dar-es-Salaam, Tanga, Bagamoyo, Pangani, Sadani, 
Mwanza and Bukoba. 

IMpPoRTS. 


The total value of commercial imports amounted to 
Rs.15,572,895 (£1,038,193). To this should be added 


Rs.1,070,000 (£71,533) the approximate value of imports: 


via Voi Military Railway. 

For a considerable portion of the year the trade of this 
territory was wholly dependent on the Zanzibar and Mom- 
basa markets owing to the absence of direct tonnage from 
India and other ccuntries. 

The position at Dar-es-Salaam was somewhat relieved dur- 
ing the latter part of the year, when arrangements were 
made for tonnage space on transports from Bombay. and 
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ISS1ons | 
agents the monsoon favoured the arrivals of dhows at Tanga and EUROPE. 

Dar-es-Salaam direct from Bombay. At Dar-es-Salaam 

foodstuffs, mainly rice, grain, flour and butter, to the 
Kk extent. of over 3,000 tons, were imported by transports. DENMARK. 

. The increasing cost of imported goods may be judged from 
& the the increased percentage in the c.i.f. value Dar-es-Salaam ee ) : 
tag prion aye : ICTION ' SUBSTITUTE VAR SHES 
y the of the following articles in March, 1918, over the c.i.f. value PRODUCTION OF SI BS MPU VARNISHES. 
a in March, 1917 :— A company has been registered at Copenhagen for the 
and Corron Piece Goons. prcduction of a varnish substitute—stated to be a *‘Gal- 
- com- lalit”’ substitute derived from fish offal, according to a 
shows per cent. message received from the British Consul. 
gs or Americani _......... 42-69 ft is claimed that this substitute has been tried at the 
eh for oud ad 22-97 State Experimental Department, and has been found use- 
is suf- Se ae 69-94 ful in connection with electrical insulation {x peri t 
) “ ‘ é __ Shesenee emeenae . CC “d t al tv. . , “ v c N . ux perimen Ss 
33,794 RNR < ) dda iveweninn 15-61 seeeeiainret tei matinee show that it resists 25-35,000 volts. 
on is Muscat Cloth 52-76 The factory for the manufacture of this product has been 
. \ ' i ; i 
land, Khangas ............ - 62 built at the Scaw in the extreme north of Denmark. 
land Other varnishes which apparently have been, and are 
ed or Foopstvrrs. being, patented in foreign countries are also produced at 
—— per cent. the factory. One, it is stated, is made in all colours and 
Rice J 10-26 Ghee ceecececececeee 20 has the quality of covering and drying extremely well. 
eel Milk ee 69-88 Butter ...........--. Al Again, an excellent fish guano is extracted from the offal. 
i's Spices ital dace 31-45 BU sete neeenuaeaiis 102 
feet; EE erent ee ee TRI: -sanzscnncves 92 
irch NETHERLANDS. 
alee Exports. 
“ , 
ei The total value of exports amounted to Rs.9,514,357 (Pro- PREPARATIONS FOR AFTER-WAR TRADE. 
Is of duce = Daas rege ngeenal ene agg oar A Commission called \“The Advisory Commission for 
ords, Rs. 543,923). : = i — ine i te ses f ol Foreign Economic Information,’’ has been formed in the 
feet. exports by the Custodian of ee Netherlands, which will act as an advisory body to the 
rand Military transactions _ hides, ete. Separate statistics not Minister of Foreign Affairs, and will be specially charged 
s of having keen recorded in British Kast Africa, 1t 1s 1mprac- with developing an intelligence service to assist foreign 
ined ticable to state the value of commercial exports via Voi. trade. 
ucres The bulk of the exports consisted of enemy produce pur- The following arrangements are now being made :—(1) 
) ap- chased by traders prior to our occupation or purchased from Chief consular officers in foreign countries will be given 
the Custodian of Enemy property. It is estimated that facilities for travelling about their districts in order better 
t. of about 1,500 tons of cotton, rubber, etc., in the Rufiji Delta to acquaint themselves with general economic conditions. 
d by are awaiting disposal. | (2) Consular officers will have to spend a certain period 
eties The export of copra and hides was considerably curtailed of apprenticestip in the Department of Agriculture of the 
moe. owing to local purchases for military services. The import arg penne mavian, ) : 
> for prohibition into British East Africa of sisal and ground (« ) A number of Consu!-Generals are to be appointed. 
airs, al dealin mil ‘in enbsication of the better (4) Special experts or technical advisers will be attached 
me oe Cee eee ee . h to various legations or chief consular posts to assist in 
10Ws. product in the Lake Districts and impede the efforts of the specific matters 
4 4 : . i ‘ , ° . . e 

lessees of sisal plantations in the Tanga and Pangani The Minister of Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce 

districts. ! has also installed the ‘‘Commission for Economic Politics,”’ 
‘ Re-exports relate mainly to impor ted articles subsequently which will be charged with studying on behalf of the Ministry 
c exported from the Bukoba districts to the territory in - of Agriculture, Industry, and Finance the various economic 
imi- Belgian occupation. _ problems that the Netherlands will have to face after the 
past TRANSIT TRADE. | war, This Commission consists of the members of the 
hare’ The value of the Import and Export Transit trade to and vabinet, together with representatives of trade organisa- 
alf from the territory in Belgian occupation was as follows :— tions, and several special members, including the president 
half . Import. Export of the Netherlands Bank and the presidents of the Rot- 

ae Rs.36.625 Nil | terdam and Amsterdam Chamber of Commerce. 
> ° Ve 

_ | arnpererees 106,190 164,240 (mainly hides) 
- 

a Rs.142,815 164,240 ! ASIA. 
| 
een | | 

GENERAL. | JAPAN (Corea). 

The import trade was confined to Zanzibar (approx. 00 | 

per cent.), British East Africa (33 per cent.), and India | ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH COREA. 

(121 per cent.). The bulk of the exports were realised in | nee oe, a result of im 

the British East Africa and Zanzibar markets. | tg rete seme PK ot ‘ wine ele masse b 

Owing to lack of business premises, no British firms have | a Se ee ae ~ dain hae amen id 
; r ‘ | the Director of the Corea Department of Agriculture, 
vet been established in Dar-es-Salaam. The bulk of the | «~ : 

: | Commerce, and industry in a press statement. 

import trade was formerly conducted by German wholesale | o “ . mhaes 

_ . are | The region of North Corea, that is, the whole district of 
firms and commission merchants, and the advent of British | “, : ' 

. 1.4: ' North Kankyo Province, he states, has hitherto been dis- 
ort firms would not only assist the Indian traders, but would | ‘oaieeniiiailht mee meliadiioes pi colonisation. The reason is that 
1st tend to the introduction of such articles of British manu- | _— , ti n tl e tN th Chine Rice teaetea ioe 
ta- facture as were unobtainable during the German regime, | COMMmUnIcation q wns nme = fai “ ticitte ania y 

and the increasing cost of all articles would he somewhat inconvenient and even if there were fairly prolitable under- 
ni, natin | takings the great inconvenience of communications made it 

The following banks have established branches in the doubtful whether proper profits could be reaped from them. 

territory :— On that account North Corea has lagged behind South 

to National Bank of India, Ltd.—Dar-es-Salaam and Corea, but to-day communications are gradually being 
led! Tanga : ' opened and Japanese are therefore gradually going there 
rts: Standard Bank of South Africa, Ltd., and National in numbers, so that the value of the region has become 
Bank of South Africa, Ltd.—Dar-es-Salaam, Tanga, known. Not only can the products of the interior be easily 

his Tabora and Mwanza. transported to Seishin owing to the opening of the Seishin- 
m- La Banque de Congo Belge.—Dar-es-Salaam Kainci line, but by the further opening of the route across 
ym ; we 1 Phas i SEs the Sea of Japan, financial connection between the region 
Owing to military exigencies and lack of clerical staff, it of North Corea and Japan proper has become closer—an 

ir- was not Fete a, bas open any further Customs excellent thing for the whole of Corea. “ 
re AES Cag Loe year wane foveew. At present the Seishin-Kainei line and the Japan sea 
nd route can probably not show the expected results, but when 
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the Kirin-Kainei railway is actually opened, both will be 
indispensable as important routes of communication in 
Rastern Asia, and the region of North Corea should become 
active with the springing-up of various industries. 


Tur KIRIn-KAINEI RAILWAY. 


The Kirin-Kainei Railway is a line of about 280 miles to 
connect Kirin in Manchuria with Kainei in Corea, and is to 
be laid by Japan and China at an expense of about 40,000,900 
yen in accordance with the Kando Agreement signed between 
Japan and China in September, 1909, but the details have 
not yet been settled in a concrete form. 

In the Sino-Japanese Treaty (of 25th May, 1915, regarding 
South Manchuria and Eastern Inner Mongolia) it is provided 
(Article 2): “The Subjects of Japan shall be permitted in 
South Manchuria to lease land necessary either for erecting 
buildings for various commercial and industrial uses.or for 
agricultural purposes’; and (Article 3), ‘‘The Subjects of 
Japan shall have liberty to enter, travel and reside in South 
Manchuria and to carry on business of various kinds— 
commercial, industrial and otherwise”’ ; and (Article 4), ‘“The 
Government of China shall permit joint undertakings in 
Eastern Inner Mongolia of the subjects of Japan end 
citizens of China in agriculture and industries auxiliary 
thereto.”’ 

The opening of the Kirin-Kainei Railway is necessary 
for China: it is also necessary for Japan; but there is 
nothing so important as this railway for bringing about the 
prosperity and development of Corea and especially the 
region of North Corea. 


ImPORTANCE OF Kirin FORESTS. 


Changchun is said to absorb annually about 100,009,000 
yen worth of goods, but it is certain that when the Kirin- 
Kainei Railway is really opened a certain percentage of 
these goods will enter Kainei and, coming by the Seishin- 
Kainei line be exported from Seishin. Not only so, but 
when the persons using the celebrated great forests of Kirin 
multiply owing to the opening of this railway, its financial 
value will, we think, be immense. The great forests of 
Kirin produce an endless supply of good large timber, and 
not only this, but timber for use in mines is obtainable. It 
would be a great loss to the world to let this go to waste. 

According to investigations made by the Manchurian Rail- 
way Company, the great forests of Kirin being very promis- 
ing, it would be a good thing, the writer states, to go on 
and lay a forest railway. 


SEISHIN, A Wortp Port. 


If this were done, with the completion of the Kirin-Kainei 
Railway, the timber from this district would mostly be sent 
to Seishin by rail and for the first time be supplied for the 
rest of the world. At the same time, the produce of Kando 
and the produce of districts traversed by the Kirin-Scishin 
line would be sent to Seishin and, therefore, Seishin would 
become not only a port of Corea, but a port in a real world 
sense; that is, the produce of Manchuria and Mongolia 
would go out, and that of foreign countries come in, with 
Seishin as a centre, and a new epoch would thus open up 
for Seishin. 

JAVANESE ENTERPRISE. 


Hitherto there has been no special industry in the region 
of North Corea excepting agriculture, but of late Japanese 
capitalists appear to have directed their attention in this 
direction and to be planning various industries. But as all 
such industries are on a large scale, when they are once 
started no small benefit will be conferred upon the Corean 
industrial world. As before stated, the region of North 
Corea suffered originally from inconvenience of communica- 
tion, and so its sources of wealth were unknown; but since 
the opening of the Seishin-Kainei Railway the development 
of its resources has gradually become possible, and one has 
come to know of the rich stores of all kinds of industrial 
materials, so that industrial activity in North Corea will in 
future prosper. 

Again, the products of the region of North Corea are 
flourishing, and the Provincial Governors’ office is en- 
thusiastically encouraging them with results said to be 
excetlent. Much attention has recently been paid to mining 
-—it appears that there are extensive iron mines here and 
there, so that the mining industry has a very hopeful future. 
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EXTENDED COMMERCIAL POWER. 


The Konshun region is reported to have been formerly 
under Russian influence, but the articles sold there, with 
the exception of South China textiles, are all imported from 
Japan. To extend Japanese commerce the region of North 
Corea is the door of entrance. Relying on railway and 
steamship connection, the laying of light railways and road 
improvement, it is desired that Seishin shall be a port in a 
world sense. 

The seat of Government of South Kankyo Province is at 
Kanko, which belongs to Eastern Corea. The Kanko plain 
is very extensive, and whatever its productive power, it is 
larger than the Zenshu plain. When this large plain 1s used 
to the best purpose, a new record will certainly be created 
in the Corean productive world. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





BRAZIL. 





PREPARATIONS FOR AFTER-WAR TRADE. 

Plans for making known Brazilian products in foreign 
markets are being made by the recently formed Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. 

This department, it is stated, intends to publish a monthly 
periodical in Portuguese, French, and English, which will 
contain very complete accounts of the leading Brazilian 
products, including a minute description of the several 
grades and types of the article as it enters into foreign 
commerce. It will also deal with foreign markets, and will 
present information on general trade movements, tables 
of the market situation, and market prices. 

Reports of the Brazilian consular officers will be published 
at length, and opportunities for the employment of foreign 
capital in Brazil will be presented in detail. Great 
emphasis is laid upon the important commercial work that 
Brazilian Consuls abroad are expected to carry on under 
the recently organised Consular Service. 

In countries and consular districts where there is in- 
sufficient publicity given to market quotations of Brazilian 
products, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will furnish data 
to Consuls by telegram, 


o~ —_— a on —e 4 


COMPILATION OF COMMERCIAL STATISTICS. 

A recent Presidential Decree provides for the preparation 
of commercial statistics in accordance with a resolution 
passed by the International American Conference in Buenos 
Aires in 1910. 

Statistics will be compiled on the following lines : —(a) 
Uniform procedure in determining international commercial 
values ; (b) Similar classification or grouping of exported or 
imported commodities; (c) Uniform standard for determin- 
ing places of origin and destination ; (d) Employment of the 
same commercial nomenclature as far as diversities of 
language will permit; (e) Adoption of identical meanings 
for terms in commercial statistics; (f) Rigorous observance 
of the decimal metric system. 








URUGDAY. 





CONSTRUCTION OF MUNICIPAL LAUNDRIES. 

According to a Law of 27th June, the Uruguayan Govern- 
ment is to construct municipal laundries or washing places 
in all the cities of the Republic. 

These buildings are to be completed within four years, 
and are to be erected in series of four, the first four to be 
built in Salto, Paysandu, Mercedes, and San José. The 
Government is authorised to expend not more than 22,000 
pesos per year for the purpose. 

If the municipalities have the necessary funds, they may 
construct their own laundries, ‘which must, however, 
conform to the requirements of the Government. The build- 
ings will, after completion, be turned over to the munici- 
palities. 








C01 
an 
cCO% 


Set 


p ; 


ay 6 


at 
fir 


tr¢ 


qu 
of 
St 
92 


i aaa x hCU KK ClCU MYC heel 


1918 


merly 
with 
from 
North 
r and 
road 
-ina 


is at 
plain 
it is 
used 
nated 


| 
4 


elgn 
istry 


thly 
will 
lian 
eral 
21gn 
will 
bles 


hed 
en 
reat 
hat 
der 


in- 
jan 
ata 


10n 
ion 
nos 





OcTOBER 3, 1918 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—eontinued 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. — 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods (including Priority Certificate requirements) 
and to the special requlations governing trade with certain 
countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty reference should 
be made personally or by letter to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 

British firms may cbtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number. Even though trade may not 
at present be possible, it may be worth while for British 
firms to open up ecmmunications now with a view to future 
trade. | 











UNITED KINGDOM. | 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers 
of various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week 
for the names of manufacturers or producers of : 

Photographic Films—Coating, Cutting and Reeling 
Machines. 

British manufacturers or producers of these articles now 
in a position to supply are invited to make application for 
the name of the enquirer. 








AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiry has recently been received at the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Australia, Australia 
House, Strand, London, W.C. 2:— 

AGENCY SOUGHT.—An Australian business man, at 
present on active service with the Australian Imperial Force, 
desires to obtain, after the war, the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers, in Australia. 

Note.—Communications in regard to the foregoing en- 
quiry should be addressed to the Official Secretary, Office 
of the High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, 








Strand, London, W.C. 2., quoting the Reference No., 
2206 / 167. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
HARDWARE.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in Calcutta 
reports that a firm in Calcutta wishes to get into touch with 
United Kingdom hardware firms with a view to obtaining 
agencies therefor. 
(Reference No. 294. 
Exporters akove. | 


See Notice to Manufacturers and 





CANADA. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries from local firms :— 

OFFICE SUPPLIES, Etc.—<A firm, claiming to have a 
good connection in Toronto with banks, offices, etc., desires 
to represent, in the Province of Ontario, United Kingdom 
manufacturers of lines suitable for sale to banks and offices, 
and munition and steel works, preferably office supplies. 
(Ref. No. 295.) 

DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, SMALL WARES, DYE- 
STUFFS AND FOODSTUFFS.—A firm desires to represent 
in all Canada United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters 
of druggists’ sundries, small wares, dyestuffs and foodstuffs. 
(Ref. No. 296.) 

CHEMICALS, DRY COLOURS, Etc.—Another firm de- 
sires to represent throughout the Dominion United Kingdom 
manufacturers of heavy chemicals for rubber, textile and 
similar trades, pharmaceutical and C.P. chemicals, dry 
colours, oxide ochres, clays, lithopone, whiting, precipitated 
chalk; dry colours suitable for printing ‘ink and paint 
trades; oils, including medicinal white (Russian), and all 
vegetable oils; tartaric acid, cream of tartar and casein. 
The firm is prepared to buy on the usual trade terms, and, 


when necessary, will pay cash against documents. (Refer- 
ence No. 297. 
CREMICALS AND CHEMICAL SPECIALITIES.— 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Montreal reports that a firm, 
with offices in Montreal and Toronto, who intend to open 
establishments in Winnipeg and Vancouver after the war, 
wish to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers 
of chemicals and chemical specialities for use in industrial 
work, with a view to obtaining agencies on a commission 
basis. The territory covered by this firm is the whole of 
Canada; their connection extends throughout the textile, 
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pulp and paper and sugar industries, etc., and they claim 
to be in a position to handle advantageously the chemicals 
used in those manufactures. 

The firm are also prepared to buy these goods outrizhi as 
merchants. 

[Reference No. 298. 


Exporters akove. | 
. 


See Notice to Manufacturers and 


The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence further in- 
formation may be cbtained :— 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANADIAN ELECTRIC RADI- 
ATORS, STOVES, Etc.—A Canadian company, manufac- 
turing a variety of electric radiators, stoves, flat iron and 
other specialities, will be glad to hear from United King- 
dom firms desirous of obtaining supplies. 

NorE.—Communications in regard to the foregoing en- 
quiry should be addressed as indicated above. 





ARGENTINA. 

ARTICLES DEALT IN BY ENEMY FIRMS IN 
BUENOS AIRES.—The Department of Overseas Trade is 
in receipt of lists of articles in respect of which prominent 
enemy firms in Buenos Aires are likely to renew their con- 
nections with Germany after the war, in competition with 
British trade. 

Further particulars regarding these lists, which include 
most of the articles normally imported into Argentina, can 
be obtained on application. ° 

(Reference No. 299.) 





FRANCE. 

H.M. Consul-General at Lyons reports the receipt of the 
following enquiries :—— 

PRESERVED FOODSTUFFS, ETC.—An agent in 
Lyons desires to represent, on a commission basis, United 
Kingdem manufacturers and exporters of preserved goods 
of all sorts, lards, fats, bacon, etc. (Reference No. 300.) 

CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS 
AND PROVISIONS.—An agent at Grenoble seeks agencies 
in Grenoble and the surrounding district, for United King- 
dom firms dealing in chemical and pharmaceutical products, 
including acids and phosphates, and provisions (more par- 
ticularly preserved goods.) (Reference No, 301.) 

[See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. | 


el 
—_— 





MEXICO. 

PATENTED ARTICLES AND SPECIALITIES, Etc.— 
The Acting British Consul-General at Mexico City reports 
the receipt of the following enquiries:—A manufacturer's 
exclusive representative in that city desires to get into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers (preferably of 
patented articles and specialities) with a view to obtaining 
agencies for Mexico, on a strictly commission basis. The 
enquirer speaks Spanish and claims to have had several 
years’ selling experience in Latin American countries. 

[Reference No. 302. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters atove.] . 

TAILORS’ TaIMMINGS.—A firm of manufacturers 
agents and commission merchants in that city wishes to 
get into touch with Manchester manufacturers in a position 
to supply tailors’ trimmings, including alpacas, wool linings, 
etc, The firm have placed a credit with a London bank, who 
will pay their purchases against shipping documents. 

[Reference No. 303. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters akove. | 








NETHERLANDS. 
MACHINERY AND ENGINEERING APPLIANCES.— 


A business man at Groningen intends to establish an 
agency business in the Netherlands, and wishes to get into 
touch, with a view to obtaining agencies after the war, with 
United Kingdom firms dealing in machinery and engineer- 
ing appliances. 

The goods in which the enquirer considers he could deal 
most successfully are: Air compressors ; boiler feed, ballast, 
bilge, and centrifugal pumps; dynamos ; evaporator plants ; 
fans; feed heaters; feed water filters; metallic packing ; 
piston rings; refrigerating machinery; reversing engines; 
steam traps; steering gear; marine motors; valve reseaters ; 
patent valves; springs for safety and discharging valves, 
etc.; lathes, drilling, shaping and planing machines; forg- 
ing presses, punching and shearing machines; steam 
hammers; pneumatic tools; grinding machines, etc. 

[Reference No. 304. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above. ] 


- 
——— 
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Shipping and Transport. | om 
| COMPARISON WITH Sea Rovte. shi} 
UNITED KINGDOM. | _By sea from Bangkok, Penang can be reached, if connec. moc 
tions are made in five days, six to seven days at present, mel 
and it is interesting to compare the cost of travelling by both A 
MERCHANT SHIPBUILDING OUTPUT IN routes. — <a sm 
PL Mee hie r Sea. y Rail. reat 
SEPTEMBER. Ist “Aa Tcs. 153-00 Tes. 61:76 (. 
The Secretary of the Admiralty announces to-day that 2nd Class, Tes. 87-99 Tes. 37-09 mot 
the tonnage of merchant vessels completed in United King- 3rd Class, Tes. 21-87 Tes. 24°45 har 
dom yards and entered for service during September, 1918, (1 Tical = 1s. 6d. approx.) eng 
compared with preceding periods, was as under :— The price by the sea route includes food and accommoda- ah 
1917. 1918 tion. To the cost of the railway ticket mentioned above, Tes. _ 
Completions. Completions. 8 per day have to be added for food, whether taken in the ow 
Gross tcns. Gross tous. restaurant car or from the rest house. Tes. 8 per day in- ona 
January... 42.029 January _.............-- 58,568 cludes sleeping accommodation. Thus the total cost for Be 
February ............ 70.451 February 9 ..........-- 100,038 three days’ train journey, first class, comes out at less than - 
oo gabe 118699 March”... 161,674 | 80 ticals. The fares in time should be lower, for it must |,‘ 
— ......... a Aa... 111,533 | not be forgotten that the Federated Malay States last year | the 
BNE ci zeciet-caihcicaeaiim 69.778 May — .........s000000- 197 ,274 raised all passenger fares 50 per cent., and the above fares J |). 
SI « senctudsoopunsicgeiel ee Serer 134,159 over the Siamese lines carry an increase of 20 per cent. ha 
SE: miditaduinaeekiunie BE CUE neevtsvescaccenves 141,948 over those now charged. a 
RT 102,060 August ..........0000. 124,675 On Ist July various other changes took place in the narrow i 
September ............ 63,150 September ............ 144,772 gauge train service, which can best be ascertained by ss 
Motel © months to Total. 9 months to reference to the new time tables now in the press. 
30th September, 30th September, The increase in fares by 20 per cent. mentioned in the ’ 
a eat ro 743.353 Ee arenas 1.174.641 foregoing paragraph came into force on ist July, with the —_ 
Total 12 months to Total 12 months to. intreduction of the through passenger traffic. an 
30th September, 380th September, NEw Customs StraTIons. co} 
le 957,185 19S ..... eee. 1,594,262 A new Customs station has been opened at Padang Besar, 
on the Siamese side. Customs houses for dealing with rail- bu 
way traffic are also to be established at Tung Song and 40 
FEDERATED MALAY STATES—SIAM. Singcra. To clear or export goods persons must attend 
at the nearest Custom house, and one need not say that for br 
SE gee ge ag ae Nene — anole 
OPENING OF BANGKOK—F.MS. RAILWAY. this purpose also there is ‘ Custom house in Bangkok. : 
#0 ; ; Import AND Exvrort REGULATIONS. | 
From H.M. Consul-General. th 
BancxKox. All persons expecting goods from the Federated Malay cr 
' ), States or exporting by rail are notified that such goods must Wl 
The —=s of railway append traffic between Bangkok be cleared by the Customs before delivery or export. Import 
and the Federated Malay States took place on Ist July. | and export entries must be filled up and signed in duplicate. W 
The first train conveying passengers to Prai left Bangkok | for the convenience of their customers the Department of of 
Noi Station on Monday, Ist July, and from Prai for Bangkok | State Railways is prepared to act as agent in these matters. 
Noi en the same day. By this development Penang is | The value declared to the Customs in the case of imports 
reached from Bangkok in three days, and Bangkok from | must be the wholesale cash price of the goods delivered at 
Penang in four. | their destination in Siam, and entries must also show. the + 
There are two trains per week running through at present. | town or country where the goods are purchased. In the . 
Leaving Bangkok on Mondays and Wednesdays, Penang will | case of exports, the value declared to the Customs must be * 
be reached on Wednesday and Saturday evenings. The up | the cost of the goods together with all charges up to the time +] 
journey to Bangkok takes one day more owing to passengers | of delivery on the train (1 neluding the duty ). a he - ti 
having to spend a night at Alor Star rest house on the | CntTies must also show the town or country to Wares Te V 
le Si “a : | goods have been sold. Export entries are required for all 
journey from Prai. There will be three mail trains a week | goods, whether liable to duty or not. Export duties are 
from Bangkok Noi, the third leaving on Fridays and arriving {  leviable on quantities. d 
at Tung Song on Saturdays, but there a day will have to | le 
ae we for a train on to Padang Besar—the | CANADA. : 
At present owing to the general shortage of rolling stock | ices — NE SOE ee ‘ ' 
on both the Siamese and Federated Malay States systems — FORTHCOMING OPENING OF NEW TUNNEL. 
there wili be no through trains, passengers changing at | The official opening will shortly take place of the great : 
Padang Besar, where also the Customs examination will | Canadian Northern Railway tunnel on the new direct line 3 
take place. Padang Besar is 973-72 kms. from Bangkok, | connecting Ottawa and Montreal, which is part of the 
and passengers arriving there at 13.52 from Tung Song will |§ C.N.R. Trans-continental Line. 
arrive in Prai about six o’clock the same evening. The | The tunnel, which is constructed under Mount Royal to 
longest of the three days’ journey is the first, to Chumporn, | the Montreal terminals of the Canadian Northern Railway, v 
kms. 468-53. The train leaves Bangkok Noi at 7 a.m. and | 4as taken six years to build, and, as the Dominion Govern- . 
is scheduled te stop fifteen times, reaching Chumporn at | ™ent is taking over the Canadian Northern Railway System, . 
19.06. The “i ; we | the tunnel also kecomes the property of the Canadian people. ( 
06. 1e journey south is resumed next morning at 7.00, | The work of comstraction cost 8.000.000 dollar 
and Tung Song, km. 757-10, is reached at 17.22. Tung Song | bal ae “ 
is left on the third morning at 6.15 a.m., and the frontier | 
reached at 13.52. | BRAZIL. 
On the Monday train the experiment is to be tried of a | 
restaurant car, providing breakfast and tiffin each day at | — . DAP DARM unPrYe . DARPANAG | 
ordinary rest house prices, till the frontier is reached. | TENDERS FOR PORT WORKS AT PARANAGUA. 
Passengers can obtain the customary accommodation and | A cable received from the British Consul at Sao Paulo 
dinner each evening at the railway rest houses at Chumporn states that tenders are invited for delivery next January, 
and Tung Song, accommodation which has already earned in connection with the proposed new port works at | 
commendation from old travellers who have passed wretched Paranagua in the State of Parana. Detailed information 
nights in the railway stations at Lopburi, Paknampoh, is being forwarded by the next mail. 
Pitsanulok, and Utaradit. (These are stations on the 
Siamese Northern Line.) 
Trains will run from Padang Besar to Tung Song, leaving CHINA. 
at 9.50 on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, and the PROPOSED DOCK AND HARBOUR IMPROVE- 
Thursday train arriving in Bangkok on Saturday will have . — MENTS , AT CHT ANGHAI ; 
the restaurant car service. Refreshments will also be served atcha elias oe 
in this car—the first to run regularly in this country. Until The Whangpoo Conservancy Board has made its report 
further notice through tickets to Prai and vice versa will on the plans to make a world harbour for Shanghai. 
not be issued, passengers having to re-book at Padang It is recommended that an expenditure of 40,000,000 to 
Besar. 45,000,000 taels be made to make the Whangpoo into a 
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lake whose shores will be one continuous line of docks and 
shipbuilding plants, with wharves that will handle in a 
ywodern and most economical manner the enormous com- 
merce which China is expected to transact. 

After considering the whole problem of ocean transporta- 
tion in its largest aspects, the following conclusions are 
reached : — 

(1) If at a suitable point of the east coast of China a 
modern harbour is arranged, there is no doubt that this 
harbour will be frequented by even the greatest liners 
engaged in express traffic. 

(2) All trade between foreign countries and half the 
Chinese population must necessarily pass through a port in 
the vicinity of the Yangtze estuary. The amount of goods 
that will pass this door will correspond to the import and 
export demands of more than one-tenth of the total popula- 
tion of the earth. 

(3) Transport facilities for the 180,000,000 inhabitants of 
the Yangtze Valley during some appreciable time in the 
future cannot be filled by a harbour at any other place 
than at the Yangtze estuary, unless, for reasons which 
have nothing to do with the needs of the population, the 
development is led into such routes as are entirely con- 
trary to the sound development of sea trade. 

WHANGPOO A LAKE. 

Water depth in the Whangpoo can be majntained if 
once produced, bv closing the Whangpoo with lock gates 
and so transforming the whole Whangpoo River into a 
continuous dock harbour. 

With regard to the cost of closing the Whangpoo and 
building the necessary locks, an estimate is given at 
45,000,000 taels. 

The immediate result will be an increase of the available 
water depth throughout the Whangpoo of 7 feet, thus 
bringing the minimum water depth in the fairway up to 
a little more than 30 feet All the present wharves along 
the shores of the Whangpoo will be subject to the same in- 
crement in their effective water depth, and their values 
will rise accordingly. 

It should also be noted that as the influx of silt in the 
Whangpoo will cease all further training works and most 
of the dredging on this account will stop. 


ADVANTAGE OF WHANGPOO LAKE. 


The transformation of the Whangpoo into a dock 
harbour, it is claimed, will not be more expensive than 
the arrangement of a special dock harbour on any other 
place; while, on the other hand, the former project will 
have the paramount advantage of the harbour being in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Shanghai. This advantage 
turns the scale in favour of the project of closing the 
Whangpoo. 

Again, the transformation of the whole Whangpoo to a 
dock harbour gives, between Woosung and Shanghai, a 
length of shore of about 38 miles, along which deep-water 
quays can be constructed. The basin has a width of 1,000 
to 2,250 feet, which is sufficient for the very largest vessels ; 
its area is 6:8 sq. miles—an area seven times that of the 
London docks, and two-and-a-half times the size of the 
present harbour. It can also be continued above Shanghai, 
and that basin can be dredged out anywhere in the plain 
along the river. 

ACCOMMODATION FoR LARGEST SHIPS. 


The harbour at the Yangtze estuary must be provided 
with such water depth as to accommodate the largest ships 
which can at present pass the Panama Canal, and the 
situation of the harbour must be such that an increment 
of another 5 or 10 feet shall be possible. 


ITALY. 
PROPOSED PORT IMPROVEMENTS. 


A number of measures have been sanctioned for improv- 
ing the conditions of Spezia and some of the minor ports of 
Italy. : 

According to a message forwarded by H.M. 
d’ Affaires at Rome, these include : — 

(1) The improvement of the port of Spezia by an increase 
of 2,490 metres of landing stages, and the excavation of 
the harbour basin opposite to a depth of 8 metres. 

(2) A new convention for creating a new port at Ostia. 

(3) Experiments for improving the navigation of tho 
Tiber for conveying lignite and wood from up country down 
to Rome, and deepening the mouth at Fiumicino. 

(4) The construction of new harbour plans for the ports 
of Rimini, Ancona and Messina, and, 

(5) The concession for a new commercial harbour at Baiae 
and Avernus. 








Charge 
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Minerals, Metals, etc. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 








MINERAL PROSPECTING REGULATIONS. 

A Supplement to the ‘British Guiana Gazette” of 3rd 
August lays down further regulations covering concessions 
for prospecting for mica, tungsten ores, chrome ores, 
vanadium ore, manganese, French chalk or steatite, and 
graphite. Under these, the maximum area to be allowed 
under an [Exclusive Permission for Exploration is limited 
to 15 square miles, or 9,600 acres, and the rent payable 
under such Permission is at the special rate of 1 cent. per 
acre per annum. 

The maximum area to be selected after exploration, to 
be held under a concession, is limited to 500 acres, the 
rental on which will be at the rate ordinarily payable under 
such concessions, that is, 20 cents per acre per annum. 

Every Permission or Concession is subject to the condi- 
tion that any minerals or metals won thereunder are placed 
at the disposal of H.M. Government. 

Approval is also given for exploration or mining of such 
minerals or metals on the foregoing terms and conditions 
in the Aboriginal Indian Reservations of the Colony. 





MEXICO. 





PAYMENT OF ARKEARS OF MINING TAXES. 

A Decree, dated 19th July, and published in the ‘‘Diario 
Oiicial’’? of 26th July, makes certain modifications in the 
requirements for the payment of overdue taxes on Mexican 
mining property. 

The purpose of the Decree is to amend the Decree of 
26th April, one article of which provided that tax arrears 
would be collected in instalments of one-third, beginning 
with the second four-month period of 1918, at the same 
time as the current taxes. Failure to make the required 
payments would result in cancellation of the concession. 

In place of the collection of one-third of the arrears a 
new schedule is published providing for payments of smaller 
proportions, varying according to the number of ‘‘tercios’’ 
(four-month periods) for which the taxes are due. The 
arrears of longest standing are subject to the smallest per- 
centage of payment. The schedule follows: — 


Per cent 
ee a Se 25 
Se Ue PE | xccnsncswrcoricns: enceese 20 
On nine to eleven ‘‘tereiOs’? oo... ee eee cece cece eee 15 
On twelve to fourteen ‘‘tercios”’ .. ............... 10 
On fifteen ‘‘tercios’? and over. .............. 000800 5: 





GRANTS OF MINING TITLES. 

During the month of June the Department of Commerce 
and Industry, according to the 23rd July issue of “El 
Economista,’’ issued 87 mining titles for properties located 
in various States of the Republic, and of this number 49 
belong to the State of Sonora alone, where the mining 
industry has assumed a considerable impetus during recent 
montis. 

Of these mines,.16 are for gold and silver; 8 for copper ; 
7 for gold, silver, and lead; 7 for gold, silver, and copper ; 
7 for silver and copper; 7 for silver and lead; 4 for 
molybdenum ; 2 for manganese; 3 for antimony; 3 for fluor- 
spar; and the remainder are for silver, gold, or copper 
combined with various other metals. 





NETHERLANDS. 





PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF SMELTING 
FURNACES. 

Much discussion has arisen in the Netherlands over the 
Bill which has been passed by the States-General proposing. 
that the Government should take shares in a company to 
establish smelting furnaces in the country. (See p. 755 of 
the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 13th June.) 

According to a report in the Dutch press forwarded by 
H.M. Consul-General at Rotterdam, the object of the bill is 
to facilitate to an inventor the capital necessary for making 
a practical test in order to establish the utility and financial 
advantage of two technical processes of ore-manipulation of 
his invention. 

One of the processes, called ferro-carbonide, has for its 
object the production of iron and steel directly from the 
ore. The second process, called the sulphatation process, 
bears on the usually worthless mixing-ores of copper, zinc, 
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lead, cadmium, and eventually silver. It would be possible, 
according to the process, to turn these ores into the sul- 
phurie acid salts of the said metals. 

If the trials turn out satisfactory the State acquires the 
right of participating in a Limited Company which is to 
have the exclusive monopoly of the exploitation in the 
Netherlands and in the Dutch Colonies of one or both of 
the systems, with the exception, as far as the sulphatation 
process is concerned, of the community of Bude. 

The Government will have to make known their wish to 
participate in the capital of the company to be floated 
within twelve months after one system or both of them 
shall have come into regular exploitation at the trial factory, 
and they will also have to exercise care that the Law giving 
authorisation for this participation reaches the Government 
Gazette within cighteen months from the commencement 
of the exploitation, failing which the inventor is to re-enter 
into his full rights to both processes. 

The agreement entered into on March 7th, 1918, between 
the Government and the inventor, comprises the main 
points of the regulations of the Limited Company which is 
to be created. The trial-plant, with the results obtained by 
it, is bought in at a certain sum in shares and founders’ 
shares, of which the State enjoys 3-5ths. The State engages 
to participate for at least 60 per cent. in the remainder of 
the required share-capital, with the option of supplying it 
in full. Shareholders are to enjoy a maximum dividend 
of 10 per cent., of which 6 per cent. is cumulative. Of the 
excess profits, 3-5ths go to the State, 2-5ths to the inventor. 


Dutcnu Criticism. 

Dutch criticism of the scheme is directed mainly on the 
following lines :— 

The raw material for the ferro-carbonide process is iron- 
ore. As it is said that the great advantage over the smelt- 
ing furnace consists in a three times smaller consumption 
ot coals, it goes without saying that a plant working in 
accordance with the new process will have still greater 
advantage over competing plants if it is situated near the 
place whence the ore is derived. A mine connected with 
the plant ensures, moreover, the disposal of ore, which in 
times to come wiil presumably be the essential condition 
of subsistence to every industry in the iron-metallurgy. 
The industry to be created in the Netherlands will then 
still have to compete against the smelting furnaces. 


Raw Materia, Reovuires IMPORTATION. 


Competition against foreign markets seems out of the 
«question, as the raw material is not found in the Nether- 
lands. In the memorandum explaining the proposal, the 
raw material is said to be usually valueless, although this 
may not mean that nothing will have to be paid for it. 
‘Compared with a foreign industry situated near the place 
where the ore is found, the Dutch industry remains at all 
times at a disadvantage as regards the higher, and for the 
time being very important cost of transport of the ores 
as compared with the products. 


CoMPETITION OF FoREIGN CoMPANIES. 

If the trials succeed it is anticipated that there will exist 
reasons for creating plants abroad, worked in accordance 
with both processes. This is specially the case as the earn- 
ings derived from the granting of licences to foreign com- 
panies are not shared by the Government, but are gathered 
by the inventor alone. It will be his interest to call into 
life industries abroad. 


Orrictat Repity To Criticism. 


In a memoir replying to criticisms, the Government 
state, in answer to the question whence it is thought that 
the raw materials are to be obtained, the ore can be 
supplied by Sweden, Spain, France, and other exporting 
countries, whiist for the supply of the furnace-cokes Lim- 
burg, German and English coals deserve consideration. 

As for the professional and technical management, it is 
reported that the Committee have succeeded in obtaining 
the services of a very efficient and experienced specialist, a 
native of Luxemburg. 

Protracted negotiations have taken place for a contract 
for the supply of coal. A draft thereof is in the hands of 
the Minister of Agriculture, but same has not yet been defi- 
nitely approved. 

Taking into consideration the international situation as 
is anticipated after the war, in an economic sense, the Gov- 
ernment are of opinion that dumping will not constitute any 
serious danger. : 
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NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES. 


IRON, NICKEL, AND CHROMIUM ORES IN 
CELEBES. 

Information from Weltevreden regarding a Journey under- 
taken on behalf of the Mining Department by certain of 
its engineers, for the further examination of the district in 
Celebes in which the mining engineer E. C. Abendanon had 
reported the occurrence or probable presence of iron, nickel, 
and chromium ores, is published in the Dutch Press. 

In the middle of last year three engineers went to the 
district mentioned at the East of Melili Kampong on the 
river of the same name, and near Oesoe Bay in the north- 
east corner of the Gulf of Boni, and discovered nickel ores, 
it is stated, in paying quantity, as well as excellent iron 
ore in enormous deposits, of which that near Larona, up- 
stream on the Malili River, alone was estimated to com- 
prise 300 million tons. In the neighbourhood other deposits 
of great extent were found, and the latest investigations 
point to the existence of a quantity of 1,000 million tons 
of iron ore. 

The ore (according to this authority) lies quite on the 
surface, in layers several metres deep, so that it could be 
easily removed, e.g., by means of an excavator. 

Proposep Locar, MANUFACTURE OF PIG-IRON, 

In order to enable the iron to be placed on the world’s 
markets, it appears to be desirable not to export the ore, 
but to work it up into pigs as near as possible to the de- 
posits. It is hoped to obtain the necessary energy for this 
purpose sufficiently cheaply from the Malili River, which 
falls 77 metres in three kilometres in the vicinity of the 
deposits, which power, used in conjunction with the latest 
types of electric furnaces, would te at the disposal of the 
engineers. 

This energy might also be used to transform the pig iron 
into steel, which would make the working even more profit- 
able. 








Export PROPOSALS. 

A railway would have to be built from Larona to Oesoe 
Bay for the export of 100,000 tons per annum, and for tring- 
ing up the necessary materials and supplies, and, taking 
into consideration the difficulties of the ground, will be a 
task of some magnitude. At present there is only a bridle 
path between Malili and Larona. 

As the mouth of the Malili or Osoe River is closed by a 
shoal, it will be necessary, before the steel can be loaded 
into steamers, either to undertake extensive dredging opera- 
tions or to choose some other part of the coast, e.g., Lampea, 
for a harbour. Loading by barges is considered out of the 
question. 

Coke REQUIREMENTS. 

It is, of course, necessary, even when electrical processes 
are employed, to use quantities of coke for the furnaces, 
and although the possibility of transporting coal or coke 
from the Dutch Indies has not been lost sight of, an attempt 
will ke made in the first place to utilise the charcoal from 
the great woods along the shores of the Towoeti Lake, some- 
what to the east of Larona. 

LaBour. 

The labour problem is by no means simple. The district 
is thinly populated, and there are many difficulties in the 
way of importing labour. It is confidently hoped, however, 
that the Toradjas, who live not far away, and whose utility 
and intelligence have been proved in their employment on 
the harbour works at Macassar, would be ready and willing 
to work at Malili and Larona also. 

PREVIOts KNOWLEDGE OF THE ORES. 

On the general map of the Celebes, published in 1909 by 
the Topographical Branch at Weltevreden, a special mark 
is placed near Towoeti Lake indicating ‘‘iron ore deposit,’ 
but it was not known that these deposits contained such 
enormous quantities of the best iron ores in such a favour- 
able situation. 

Deposits OF CHROMITE. 

Besides the two above-mentioned metals, nickel and iron, 
there are deposits of chromite to the north of Malili, on 
Lake Matana, which, it is anticipated, can also be made 
economically productive. 

GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATIONS. 

The Government, it is stated, is going thoroughly into 
the matter. Besides the technical experts on the site now, 
the Chief Engineer of the Mines Department, accompanied 
by an expert from the water-power section and an engineer 
from the harbour department, is visiting the middle Celekes 
district, in order to consider the problems of getting, 
working up, and transporting the ore in all their bearings. 


_ — 
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Textiles. 


NORTHERN RHODESIA. 
PROSPECTS OF COTTON GROWING. 


Experiments with the growing of cotton have been con- 
ducted in Northern Rhodesia, both north and south of the 
Kafue River since 1908. The results have been varied, but 
on the whole they failed to reach expectations. The chiet 
reasons for the unsatisfactory results would seem to be, 
according to the Report of the Rhodesia Munitions and 
Resources Committce :— 

(a) The erratic nature of the rainfall; — 

(tb) Prolonged drought after the first rains ; 

(c) Late setting in of rains; 

(d) Insect pests. — . . 

Cotton growing, the Committee state, has been given a 
fair trial with fairly large experiments carried out over a 
number of years, but the districts selected were probably, 
owing to climatic conditions, not suitable for this crop as 

aying proposition. 
; The dine’ wie in Northern Rhodesia, apart from the 
alluvial belts on the Kafue Flats, require a rainfall of not 
less than 30 inches during the season, though, if it were 
better distributed, 20 to 25 inches would be sufficient, especi- 
ally with good and constant cultivation. + 

With regard to labour, the Committee add, it is doubtful 
whether sufficient labour would be procurable, especially 
women and children, to supply the necessary requirements 
for growing on a considerable scale. 

ZAMBESI VALLEY. 

Parts of the Zambesi Valley, however, offer much better 
prospects for cotton growing with irrigation, as the water 
could be pumped from the never-failing supply afforded by 
the Zambesi River. The soil in many, if not most places, 
is as good for the purpose as could be found anywhere, 
except for a few low-lying parts which flood with the heavy 
rains, whilst the temperature is more tropical and so 
probably suited for the Egyptian variety. 

The question of transport to the railway has, however, 
to be considered, but if the line which has been suggested 
from Sinoia to the Kafue is built, the cotton could be trans- 
ported to such railway readily by boats. This refers, of 
course, to that large section of the Zambesi valley between 
the Falls and the Kariba Gorge, and from there to Feira. 

An area lying between Livingstone and Katambora, off 
the sand belts, is said also to offer good possibilities. This 
section is considered worthy of investigation, as from re- 
ports received by the Committee there are apparently large 
areas in it which are most suitable for the growing of cotton. 
The soil has been described as similar to the Loangwa cotton 
soil, which is ideal for this purpose. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


STATISTICS OF GINNED COTTON. 


The number of bales of cotton ginned in the United States 
from the growth of 1918 prior to lst September, according 
to a preliminary report issued by the United States Bureau 
of Census, was 1,039,620 bales, counting round as half 
bales. 

Prior to the corresponding date in 1917 the number was 
614,787 bales, and in 1916 it was 850,668 bales. These 
statistics include 53,109 round bales for 1918, 23,716 for 
1917, and 31,335 for 1916. 

The numter of Sea-Island bales included is 201 for 1818, 
2,838 for 1917, and 4,631 for 1916. The distribution of Sea- 
Island cotton for 1918 by States is: Florida, 103; Georgia, 
97; and South Carolina, 1. The statistics for 1918 in this 
report are subject to slight corrections when checked against 
the individual returns of the ginners being transmitted by 
mail. 














COTTON CLOTH SUBSTITUTE FOR SILK. 


Chemically treated cotton cloth, as a substitute for silk, 
is being tested out by the Ordnance Department, according 
to a statement by the War Department of the United States 
on 2nd August. If found practicable for ordnance uses, the 
discovery will achieve the double result of meeting a serious 
shortage of silk, and of bringing about a money saving in 
the ordnance programme estimated at between 25,000,000 
dois. and 35,000,000 dols. 

Preliminary tests already made at the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds have, it is stated, encouraged the Department to 
proceed further with its experiments; and for this purpose 
an order for 5,000 yards of the new material has been placed 
with the concern responsible for developing the process of 
treating the cotton cloth. 
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Chemicals and Oils. 
NORTHERN RHODESIA. 


MANUFACTURE OF WHITE ARSENIC. 

The manufacture of white arsenic on a commercial scale 
was brought to a successful stage in Rhodesia early this year. 

The Report of the Munitions and Resources Committee 
states that one unit of a plant is at present in operation, 
the output from which is about 14 tons per month. The 
plant is now being increased, and it is hoped to produce 
about 100 tons per month before the end of 1918. 

Tre product is of excellent quality, assaying about 99 per 
cent. As,U;. and it is interesting to note that this grade 
is obtained from the ore in one operation. 

For the time being all the arsenic produced is exported 
to the Union of South Africa for the manufacturing of 
arsenite of soda, but it is the intention of the Syndicate 
ed carrying on the work to turn out dips itself at a later 

ate. 

In view of the vast importance to Rhodesia and South 
Africa of having an assured supply of dip, the Committee 
hopes that the production of arsenic in Rhodesia will be 
rapidly increased, and that the manufacture of arsenite 
of soda and dips will be taken in hand at an early date. 

Experiments in the recovery of arsenic as a by-product 
have been conducted in one of the Rhodesian gold mines, 
but results are not yet available. 





PROSPECTING FOR ORES. 

A considerable amount of attention was devoted during 
1917 to prospecting for arsenical ores, and bodies of mispickel 
are now known to exist within reasonable distance of the 
railway line, which could supply South African require- 
ments for arsenical compounds for many years to come, Any 
white arsenic recovered as a by-product in gold mining 
would doubtless find a ready sale if the manufacture of 
dips and of arsenite of soda is commenced, but the regular 
source, the Committee state, would necessarily be from high 
grade mispickel ores such as are known to be available in 
the country. 





MEXICO. 


DECREE RESPECTING SINKING OF OIL 
WELLS. 


A Decree issued by the Department of Industry, Com- 
merce, and Labour, under date 6th July, relative to permits 
which in future will be granted for the sinking of oil wells, 
provides that inasmuch as many persons and companies to 
whom permits have been issued for sinking oil wells have 
not begun work thereon, or have not finished drilling 
within a reasonable length of time, it has been decided 
that in future such permits will be considered as subject 
to cancellation where work has not been started within 
six months from the date of the provisional permit granted 
by the respective agency, when operations have not been 
completed within one year from the same date. 

A period of 90 days is stipulated within which to re- 
validate any permits that may come under either of the 
two cases described, this period to begin from the date of 
the circular. 

Any permits that may be cancelled for any of the 
reasons stated may be revalidated upon application to the 
respective agency, which will establish the conditions under 
which such permits may be renewed. 








PANAMA. 
MANUFACTURE OF PALM OIL, ETC., IN COLON. 


An American company with a capital of 50,000 dols. is 
constructing at Colon a factory for manufacturing coconut 
and palm oils, soap, and their by-products, glycerine, caustic 
potash, carbonate of potash, soda, etc. The factory will 
have a capacity for making 1,500 gallons of coconut oil 
and 250 gallons of palm oil daily. The factory will 
also have a daily capacity to manufacture 500 boxes (60 lb. 
each) of laundry and toilet soaps. 

The company has two schooners for trading along the 
coast and bringing coconuts to the factory; as coconuts 
were exported from Colon in 1917 to the number of 
19,528,843, an ample supply of these nuts can be obtained 
for the factory the year round. Palm oil will be extracted 
from the nuts of the Guinea, Corozo Grande, and other 
palm trees growing in various parts of the Republic of 
Panama, as well as in the Canal Zone. It is proposed to 
make other vegetahle oils, but in limited quantities.— 
(Commerce Reports.) 
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GERMANY. 








SHIPBUILDING. 
REINFORCED CONCRETE COMPANY IN HAMBURG. 
Under the name Eisenbetonschifjsbau A-G a company kas 
been founded in Hamburg with a capital of one million 
marks, the object of which is the construction of floating 
bodies of every kind (especially ships, pontoons, docks, etc.) 
out of reinforced concrete. ‘Ihe principal founder of the 
company is the Wayss and Freitag Company of Neustadt on 
the Haardt, and the first supervisory board, which is largely 
identified with the Wayss and Freitag Company, includes 
General-Director Otto Meyer, Director Ludwig Zéilner, and 
Director Dr. Karl Freytag, all of Neustadt. The two 
managing directors are: Adolf Kielhofer, of Neustadt, and 
Karl Weidert, of Friedenau (Berlin). The shares are being 
issued at 107.—(Vossische Zeitung.) 


SOCIAL. 
ADVANCE IN COST OF NECESSARIES. 


Die Korrespondent gives the following statement with re- 
gard to the condition of food prices: ‘ven Calwer’s index 
numbers of the weekly cost of fcod for a family of four, on the 
basis of the threefold peace-ration of a German marine, show 
the consequences of the rising level of prices. The following 
table gives increase for the months of April during the last 
five years in the weekly cost of a fixed standard of weenly 
food supply for an urban family of four persons in Germany: 


1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 
Marks. Marks. Marks. Marks. Marks. Marks. 
25°61 24-96 34:41 51-99 54°81 57-13 


Compared with the position during the first year of war, 
this shows an increase of 128-6 per cent. But these statistics 
unfortunately are based chiefly on foodstuffs which for some 
time now can no longer be taken into serious consideration 
for the most part, because either they no longer exist or 
they are only to be had in much inferior quality or in far 
smaller amounts. According to a more recent compilation 
of prices of the most important foodstuffs in the great co- 
operative store of Plagwitz (near Leipsic), the increase per 
cent. of prices as compared with those before the war works 
out as follows:—Jam, 211 per cent.; sauerkraut, 166 per 
cent.; onions, 233 per cent.; edible oil, 250 per cent. ; 
herrings, fresh, 400 per cent.; herrings, pickled, 1,400 per 
cent.; condensed milk, 300 per cent.; eggs, 357 per cent. ; 
bread, 46 per cent. ; meat, 284 per cent. ; peas, 400 per cent. ; 
butter, 141 per cent.; wheaten flour, 30 per cent.; mar- 
garine, 140 per cent.; hog’s lard, 360 per cent. ; maccaroni, 
ete , 46 per cent. ; barley groats, 66 per cent.; potatoes, 233 
per cent.; beans, 361 per cent.; barley or bean flour, 1,470 
per cent. 

This huge advance in the prices of the most essential 
foodstuffs is made still more acute by the fact that the 
requisite quantities are not to be had and that substitutes 
of far inferior nutritive value and at much higher prices 
take their place. Thus, it is no exaggeration to estimate 
the average advance in expenditure for the most necessary 
foodstuffs at about 200 per cent. since the outbreak of war 
—quite apart from other less necessary foodstuffs. 

These statements are confirmed by the official records of 
the Royal Prussian Statistical Office in Berlin, which has 
ascertained with regard to the retail maximum prices in 61 
Prussian towns, that from September, 1915, to September, 
1917, the price, for example, of a hen’s egg has risen four- 
fold, from 8-6 to 34:5 pfennige; for one kilogram of horse- 
flesh by 253 per cent., from 91:7 to 324-4 pfennige (83d. to 
2s. 1ld.); for table-potatoes by 188 per cent., from 7:1 to 
20-5 pfennige (3d. to 23d.) ; for table-butter by 110 per cent., 
from 269-7 to 568-9 pfennige (2s. 5d. to 5s. 1d.); for 1 litre 
of whole milk by 79 per cent., from 21-1 to 37:9 pfennige 
(2id. to 4d. per quart). Even the price for the most 
necessary of all foods—-bread—has risen by one-third in spite 
of all fixations of price by the authorities; that is, from 
29:1 to 38:7 pfennige per kilogram (83d. per 4 Ib.), which 
is 9:6 pfennige, or 32 per cent. The price of wheaten flour 
rose from 37-5 to 49-6 pfennige, or 31 per cent. ; that of rye- 
flour from 29-9 to 43-4 pfennige, or 45 per cent. 

The price of meat during the period of the war has far 
more than doubled, taking the average throughout the 
Empire as issued by the Imperial Department of Statistics. 
The increase in the retail price of beef from 1913 (year’s 
average) to 1917 (October) in 22 large German towns 
oscillated between 86 per cent. in Strassburg and 207 per 
cent. in Frankfort-on-the-Maine. 

Similarly to the price of food the cost of lighting and 
heating has vastly increased during the war. A litre of 
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petroleum which, according to the reports of the Statistica] 
Office in Berlin, cost 20-5 pfennige in 1913, cost 32 pfennige 
in 1917 1s. 5d. per gallon), which means an increase of 11-5 
pfennige, or of 56 per cent. 

Lhe lack of clothing, of boots and shoes, of furniture, 
and cf dwellings, must be added to this depressing state of 
affairs. According to Konfectiondr the price of cloth (pure 
wool and gabardine), previously 3 to 44 marks, is now 40 to 
45 marks; of half-woollen, previously 1-60 to 2-50 marks, 
now 24 to 27 marks; of shirting, previously 22 to 50 pfennige, 
now 6 to7 marks ; of a dozen pairs of cotton socks, previously 
3 marks, now 48 marks; of women’s stockings of wool, 
previously 1-30 to 2:75 marks, now 12 to 15 marks; and s0 
forth. Thus prices have in some cases risen tenfold and 
more ; chemises have, according to Konfectiondr, experienced 
a rise in price of about 1,500 per cent.! Moreover, these 
prices are already a year old; at present appreciably more 
must be expended on food and necessaries. Only this 
cannot yet be shown by statistics.—(Die Konjunktur.) 





AUSTRIA. 





FINANCE. 


BANKS INCREASE THEIR CAPITAL. 


The following instances have been noted by the Frank- 
furter Zeitung of Austrian and Hungarian Banks increas- 
ing their capital : — 

1. Anglo-Vesterreichische Bank.—This bank is raising its 
capital, by 20 million, to 150 million kronen, alleging two 
reasons for the process: (1) the enormous increase in 
deposits; and (2) the fact that the greater part of the 
depositors’ money is used for State purposes. In view of 
this, it is necessary to safeguard the liquidity of the 
institution in case the transition period sets in. 

2. Ungarische Bank-uwnd Handels A.G.—The capital in 
this case will be increased from 100 to 140 million kronen. 

3. It is reported that the following Hungarian banks will 
also increase their capital before long, but details are not 
given: Ungarische Escompte- und Wechslerbank, Ungarische 
Agrar- und Renienbank, and Vaterldéndische Bank. 


PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE THE EXCHANGES. 


Professor Dr. Roland von Hegediis, a member of the 
Hungarian Lower House, propounds in the Neue Freie 
Presse a scheme for improving the Austro-Hungarian ex- 
changes and putting a check on the volume of bank-notes 
in circulation. The Professor is convinced that it is a 
mistake for the conqueror to introduce his own currency 
in the occupied territories, for as soon as peace is made all 
his exported bank notes will flow back to the country of 
issue, and the high prices of the war period will be out- 
ow by the still higher prices of the succeeding peace 
period. 

He maintains that the peace with Roumania has 
demonstrated the correctness of his views. During the 
occupation of Roumania by the allied forces the military 
authorities empowered the Banca Generala Romania to 
issue Jei notes for the purpose of covering the costs of the 
occupation. The bank issued notes to the value of 1,000 
million lei, which were covered by the deposit in Berlin of 
collateral mark and krcnen notes of the same value. 
According to the Peace Treaty, Roumania accepted liability 
of these lei notes, and the collateral notes will in due 
course be removed and destroyed, thus lessening the volume 
of the Austro-Hungarian note circulation by some 400 
million kronen worth of paper. 

Encouraged by this process, the Professor advocates the 
immediate establishment in Serbia of a dinar note-issuing 
bank, in Montenegro, of a perper note-issuing bank, and 
in Venetia of a lire note-issuing bank. The result, so far 
as the first two countries are concerned, would be to reduce 
the circulation of Austro-Hungarian paper money by some 
400-500 million kronen. This amount would of course be 
tied up for the duration of the war, serving as collateral 
security for the dinar and perper currency; but in case of 
a favourable peace the 400-500 million kronen worth of 
paper would be wiped off, as was done in Roumania. 

In regard to Venetia, it was recently announced that the 
military authorities had set up the Cassa Veneta dei Prestiti, 
which began issuing lire notes on 20th May, 1918. 

Poland is also included in the Professor’s programme, 
but he appears not to press his point in this case with the 
same insistence. He calculates that if his scheme were 
carried out it would ultimately result in wiping off no less 
than 1,500 million kronen worth of Austro-Hungarian 
paper. This, of course, would not solve the problem of 
inflation in the Dual Monarchy, but it would at least be the 
first step towards that end. 


—— 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








AUSTRALIA. 





NOTICE TO EXPORTERS. 


IMPORTATION OF FoopsTuFFS PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN 
PACKAGES. 

The Board of Trade have received a notification from 
the High Commissioner for Australia in London stating 
that a Proclamation was published in the ‘‘Commonwealth 
Gazette’ of 16th May, 1918, prohibiting the importation 
into Australia of 

‘any package, container, or appliance used for manu- 
‘facturing, keeping or holding a moist food substance 
‘or liquid, which shall have in contact with the food 
‘‘or liquid a surface composed of lead or zinc.” 

It is understood that this prohibition affects many lines 
of household utensils of what is known as ‘‘common tinned”’ 
finish, and the attention of exporters of such articles is 
especially invited to this notification. 





APPLE BOUNTY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office, copy of the ‘‘Apple Bounty Act, 1918’ (No. 21 of 
1918), which was assented to on 19th June, 1918. The Act 
provides that there shall be paid out of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund the sum of £12,000 on or before the 30th 
June, 1919, as a bounty upon the export from Australia of 
apples grown and evaporated in Australia and sold to the 
imperial Government for delivery between Ist April and 
3lst August, 1918. The bounty is payable to the grower of 
the apples only, and is payable at the rate of 10 per centum 
of the value of the evaporated apples, the value for this 
purpose being taken at 7d. per lb. 

It is also provided in the Act that every person who 
claims the bounty shall certify to the Minister the condi- 
tions of employment and the rates of wages paid to any 
labour employed by him, other than the labour of members 
of his family. 





BRITISH GUIANA. 





RE-EXPORTATION OF GOODS. 


The ‘‘Government Gazette” of 13th July contains copy 
of a Government Notice (No 13) stating that licences for 
the re-exportation of goods from the Colony to neutral 
countries will not be issued unless proof is furnished of 
the consent of the Government of the country of origin. 





EAST AFRICA’ PROTECTORATE, 


PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
ARTICLES. 


The ‘Official Gazette’? of 3rd July contains copy of a 
Proclamation (No. 57), dated 30th June, 1918, prohibiting 
the importation into the Protectorate of the following 
articles : — 


Sisal hemp ; 
Sisal waste and tow. 


Provided that the Chief of Customs, or a person duly 
authorised by him, may in his discretion issue a licence to 
import into the Protectorate such quantity of any of the 
above-mentioned articles as may be specified by licence. 








GIBRALTAR. 





EXPORT DUTY ON COAL. 


It is provided in the ‘‘Revenue Amendment (No. 3) 
Ordinance, 1918’’ (No. 20 of 1918), that on and after 9th 
September, 1918, a tax at the rate of one shilling per ton 
shall be levied on all coals, whether taken as cargo or 
bunkers exported from Gibraltar. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


continued, 





FOREIGN. 





FRANCE. 





INTERNAL CONSUMPTION TAXES AND 


IMPORT DUTIES INCREASED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a copy of a French Customs Circular concerning the 
Finance Law of the 29th June, 1918, by which, inte? alia, 
the internal taxes on certain articles were increased. The 
principal provisions ot the Law, so far as concerns these 
taxes, and the consequent increases of the duties leviable 
on imports into France, are summarised below. The Law 
came into operation on the Ist July. 


Wine, Ciper, Perry, MEAD AND ‘‘PIQUETTES.”’ 


The circulation tax (drovt de circulation) on wines is in- 
creased from 5 francs to 10 francs per hectolitre; that on 
cider, perry and mead frem 2 francs 50 centimes to 5 francs 
per bectolitre, and that on ‘‘piquettes’’ from 5 francs to 
7 francs 50 centimies per hectolitre. These increases are not 
applicable in Corsica or Algeria. 


BEER. 


The manufacturing tax on beer is raised from 1 frane to 
1 franc 80 centimes per degree-hectolitre, corresponding to 
a rate of 10 francs 80 centimes per hectolitre of liquid. This 
involves a proportionate increase of the Customs duty on 
imported beer, 7.e., from 17 francs to 20 francs 20 centimes 
per 100 kilogs. gross weight, under the ‘‘General’’ Tariff, and 
from 12 francs to 15 francs 20 centimes per 100 kilogs. gross 
weight under the ‘‘Minimum”’ Tariff. These increases are 
not applicable in Corsica or Algeria. 


CHICORY AND OTHER Co¥FFEE SUBSTITUTES. 


The internal consumption duty on chicory and other coffee 
substitutes is increased from 30 francs to 75 francs per 100 
kilogs. This duty is payable, in addition to the Customs 
duty, on the importation of the products in question into 
France, whether from French Colonies or from foreign 
countries. In the case of miatures of coffee (or coffee sub- 
stitutes), and chicory, duty is to be levied at the rate applic- 
able to the constituent subject to the highest rate of duty 
(Customs duty and external tax added together). Thus a 
mixture of roasted coffee (or a product assimilated thereto), 
of foreign origin, and chicory, would pay a Customs duty of 
400 francs per 100 kilogs., and 75 francs per 100 kilogs. in- 
ternal tax. As regards mixtures of chicory and coffee 
substitutes, the internal tax of 75 francs per 100 kilogs. 
would be levied, plus the Customs duty applicable to that 
part of the mixture which is subject io the highest rate of 
duty. 

ViNEGAR AND ACETIC ACID. 

The new rates of the internal tax on vinegar and acetic 
acid, together with the old rates, for purposes of comparison, 
are shown below :— 








| Former Rate | Present Rate 
of Duty. of Duty. 
Vinegar and Liquid Acetic Acid: Fr. ets. Fr. cts. 
| per hectolitre. | per hectolitre. 
Vinegar containing 8% of acetic | 
acid or less - +s --) 5 00 | 15 00 
Vinegar, containing from 9% to: 
12% of acetic acid... re Pa 50 22 50 
Vinegar containing from 13% to 
16% of acetic acid .. oi a 00 30 00 
Acetic acid and vinegar contain- | 
ing 17% to 30% of acid ~~ ae 75 56 25 
Acetic acid and vinegar containing | 
31% to 40% of acid .. o-| 25 00 75 00 
Acetic acid and vinegar containin 
more than 40% of acid | & 50 157 50 
el _ per 100 kilogs. | per 100 kilogs. 
Acetic acid crystallised or in a solid 
state o- a ‘A oc] oe 50 187 50 





Suaar. 
The consumption duty on sugar is increased from 40 francs 
to 46 francs per 100 kilogs. The subjoined statement shows 
the former and new ‘‘Minimum”’ Tariff rates of duty (the 
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new rates being consequent upon the increase of the con- 
sumption duty) on sugar of foreign origin and sugared 
products, viz., chocolate, condensed milk, milk powder 
(sweetened), syrups, bonbons, candied fruits, sweet biscuits, 
and preserves with sugar and honey, imported into France 
(or into Corsica). 


Rate of Duty under the 








Tariff Articles. ‘** Minimum ” Tariff. 
No. we 
Former. | Present. 
Frs. cts. Frs. cts. 


91 | Sugar, the produce of foreign 
countries (a)— | 


Per 100 kilogs (net) of refined 


| ,; Raw— sugar. 
Destined for refineries, the 40 00 46 00 
estimated yield on refin- plus plus 
ing being : 98% or less 5 50 5 50 
per 100 kilogs (net) actual 
weig ht. 
per 100 kilogs, (net) actual 
weig ht. 
( 40 00 46 00 
Over 98%... we plus plus 
6 00 6 00 
| Other, the estimated yield 40 00 46 00 
| in refining being : re plus plus 
| 98% or less : : | 5 5 5 50 
| , 40 00 46 00 
Over 98% r om plus plus 
( 6 00 6 00 
| Refined and “ agglomerés ” Per 100 yon actual 
werd it. 
Other than cand ..| 46 00 52 00 
Candy .. + ol ie 80 55 22 








(a) To the duties indicated in the Tariff there must be added the 
refining and supervision taxes, as follows :— 
Refining tax—2 frs. for 100 kilogs actual weight for refined 
sugar and for foreign sugar assimilated to refined; 2 frs. 
14 cts. per 100 kilogs actual weight for candy. 
Supervision tax—8 cts. per 100 kilogs actual weight for refined 
sugar; 8.56 cts. per 100 kilogs actual weight for candy. 





| Rate of Duty under the 
| “ Minimum ” Tariff. 





Tariff Articles. | 
No. | Former. 


Frs. cts. | Frs. cts. 
Per 100 kilogs net. 


| Present. 








93 | Syrups, bonbons, candied 
fruits - ‘> ..| 46 
[NorE.—Glucose of foreign 
origin, pays, as a product 
assimilated to syrup, the 
new duty of 54 francs,| 
including the refining 
tax. ] 

94 | Sweet biscuits - of OF 
ex 95 | Preserves (confitures) made 
with sugar or honey | 2 

98 | Chocolate— | 

| Containing more than 55%) 

| of cocoa (more than 273% 


| 
0O(b) | 52 00 (b) 


00 (c) | 40 
O0(c) | 26 


00(c) 
00(c) 








of cocoa debuttered and| 
dry) - - .. 150 00(d) 
| Containing 55% of cocoa 
or less (274% or less | 
| of cocoa debuttered and 
> — oy 
| With milk, in a liquid state 
containing at most 10% 
of cocoa (or 5% of cocoa | 
debuttered and dry), and | 
25% of sugar . .-, 43 50(d.e.) 
Other of all kinds .. 106 30(d.a.) 


00(d) 


45 00(d.e.) 
109 O0(d.a.) 








(a) In pm cases a refining tax of 90 cts. per 100 kilogs is levied 
in addition to the duty shown above. 
(b) In these cases a refining tax of 2 francs for 100 kilogs is levied 
in addition to the duty shown above. 
(c) In these cases a refining tax of 1 franc for 100 kilogs is levied 
in addition to the duty shown above. 
(d) Not including the internal tax. . 
(e) In these cases a refining tax of 50 cts. per 100 kilogs is levied 


in addition to the duty shown above. 
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| Rates of duty under the 











. “Minimum” Tariff. 
Tariff | Articles. = 
No. | Former. Present. 
| oi 
| Frs. cts. | Frs. cts. 


35 ter | Milk, condensed, with the 
| addition of sugar in a pro- 
portion of— | 


40%, of the 





| | 40°% of the 
| }| duty on re- | duty on re- 
_ Less than 40% ee | fined sugar fined sugar 
| | plus 6 frs (a) | plus 6 frs. (b) 
| Half the duty | Half the duty” 
40% or more, but less | on refined ; on refined , 
than 50% sugar plus | sugar plus 
| 6 frs. (ce) | 6 frs. (d) 
|} Milk powder (farine lactée) | 
with the addition of sugar 
in a proportion of— | 
| Half the duty | Half the duty: 
Less than 50%, but not on refined ' on refined 
less than 40% .. és sugar plus | sugar plus 
. 45 frs. (e) | 45 frs. (f) 


( 40% of the 
duty on re- 

fined sugar 

plus 6 frs. (a) 


40% of the 
duty on re- 
fined sugar : | 
plus 6 frs. (b) 


Less than 40% .. - ( 





| Tota Duty. 
(a) 25 fr. 20 per 100 kilogs net including the refining tax 80 cts. 





(b) 27 fr. 60 SO ,, 

(c) 30 fr. 1 fr. 

(d) 33 fr. 1 fr. 

(e) 69 fr. . va ” ar 1 fr. 

(f) 72 fr. " = ‘ ‘ » a 
INCREASE AND EXTENSION OF THE 


STATISTICAL TAX. 


A further provision of the same Law of the 29th June 
amends the Laws of the 22nd January, 1872, and the 8th 
April, 1910, in so far as they concern the statistical tax (droit 
de statistique). The amendments are as follows :— 

1. The rate of the tax is increased tc 20 centimes per unit 
(according to the rules laid down in the Decree of the 
14th May, 1910), except in the case of : — 

(a) animals or merchandise in transit, for which the 
charge (10 centimes) remains unaltered. 

(b) merchandise re-forwarded after warehousing, 
for which the tax is not leviable, if it had 
already been paid on entry into warehouse. 

2. Goods forwarded by parcel post (previously exempt) 
are now liable to the tax under the same conditions as 
goods forwarded by any other means. 





MEXICO. 





TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of translation of a Mexican Presidential Decree, dated 
the 19th August, which modifies certain of the ‘General 
Rules for the Application of the Tariff’’ (noted at pp.888-893 
of the “Board of Trade Journal’’ for the 21st December, 
1916) and the rates of Customs duty on certain classes of 
goods imported into Mexico. The modification, which took 
effect on the Ist September are shown below—new matter 
being indicated ky italic type. 


GENERAL RULES FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE 
TARIFF. 
CLOTHS AND ARTICLES OF LINEN MIXED WITH COTTON. 


xvi. Cloths and articles of linen, hemp or similar vege- 
table fibres containing an admixture of cotton in any pro- 
portion, which are not provided for in the Tariff or Tariff 
index; as also cloth or artieles composed of cotton mixed 
with linen, hemp or other similar fibres in any proportion, 
and which are not specified in the Tariff or Tariff index 
shall pay the duties applicable to cloth or articles of pure 
linen. 
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TrssuEs oF Woo. with ADMIXTURE OTHER THAN SILK OR 
Precious METAL. , 

xvi. Cloth or manufactured articles of cotton, artificial 
silk, linen, hemp or other similar fibres, when the material 
contains an admiature of wool in any proportion; as also 
cloth or manufactured articles of wool, interwoven materials 
other than precious metals, if the material contains an ad- 
mixture of cotton, artificial silk, flax, hemp or other similar 
vegetable fibre, in any proportion, shall pay the duty applic- 
able to tissues of pure wool. 

xXvi. In the case of articles of cotton, linen, wool or silk, 
as also of artificial silk, such as yarns in balls or in skeins, 
cords, lace, ornamentations, trimmings, fringes, ribbons, 
embroidered insertions, or any other manufactures analo- 
yous in character to the generic class of the articles above 
enumerated which are impofted in the form of packets or 
cartons, and which, although liable to different rates of 
duty, are not packed so that each packet or carton contains 
only goods coming under one tariff heading, the highest duty 
applicable shall be levied, even if the Customs declaration 
specifies the weights, measurements, quantities, names, 
materials and kind of each of the different classes of goods. 

[The other two paragraphs of Rule xxv. are unaltered. ] 


TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


\New matter is shown in italic type; words which are now 
deleted are enclosed in square trackets. ] 


— 


Tariff| . Rate of Duty. 























No. | Articles. ! —- 
| _ Former Present 
| Pesos, cts. Pesos, cts. 
. per kilo legal. 
116A | Meal, mixed with cocoa .-| Not specified 0 25 


Bes ; _ per kilo gross | per kilo gross 
| Tinplate in sheets, not specially ’ . 

_ mentioned [and _ tinplate 
Stamped, painted or var- 


236 


_ nished] .. ; ae hal 0 09 0 09 
236A | Tinplate in sheets, stamped, 
painted or varnished il 0 09 0 12 
_ per 1,000 per 1,000 
| metres metres. 
309 | Cotton thread on reels, for sew-' ao 
ing, Rule xxix * ‘ | 0 08 0 08 
310 Cotton thread in balls or skins,| per kilog per kilog 
and mercerized thread for weav-| legal legal 
ing or embroidering, in whatso- i 
ever form ‘a i * ] 50 : ) 50 
048 Medicinal soaps. . oe ju i 00 "i 50 
per kilog per kilog 
me | gross gross 
207 Caustic soda and potash ' - 0 01 0 15 


635 Axle boxes, axles, springs and 
wheels of iron; splinter bars, 
whiffle-trees, hubs, _ posts, 
spokes of wood, for carts, car- 
riages or ploughs ba gs 0 25 0 25 

635A Splinter bars, and whiffle-trees 
of iron, for carts, carriages or 
ploughs ; traces with hooks, of 
tron chain, and iron gear for 
traction of such vehicles . not specified free 

per kilog legal 

0 30 





694A Coconut oil soap in bars. . 


a) 3) 


* Rule xxix states that when cotton thread is imported on reels, 
the declaration must specify the number of reels contained in each 
package, and the length of thread on each reel. 


The Decree also provides for the requisite modification 
of the official index to the Mexican Tariff which results 
from the alterations introduced in the Tariff itself, as also 
for certain modifications of the official “Explanatory Notes’’ 
to the Tariff, relating to the articles, the Tariff treatment 
of which has been modified by the Decree as shown in the 
foregoing statement. 

A translation of the Decree may be inspected by British 
traders interested, on application, at the Board of Trade. 
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CERTAIN CLASSES OF MACHINERY EXEMPT FROM 
CUSTOMS DUTY. 

By a further Decree, dated the 27th August, it is pro- 
vided that ‘‘machinery of all kinds for industrial purposes, 
agriculture, mining and the arts, not specially mentioned, 
and separate and repair parts thereof” (No. 613 of the 
Tariff) shall be admitted into Mexico free of Customs duty, 
with effect from 1st September. 





PORTUGAL. 





IMPORT OF RICE. 

With reference to the notice at page 168 of the ‘Board 
of Trade Journal’ for the 7th February, the ‘‘Diario do 
Governo” (Lisbon), for the 9th September, contains a 
Decree (No. 4,787) which provides that the import of foreign 
or colonial rice into Portugal ceases to be a monopoly of the 
Government until 28th February, 1919. Imported rice may 
not be sold in Portugal at a price higher than that fixed 
for rice of national production. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


RULINGS OF WAR TRADE BOARD. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of various Rulings of the United States War Trade 
Board concerning the regulation of imports and exports. 


The more important of these are noted below. 


REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE APPLICATION FOR 
ISSUE OF EXPORT LICENCES. 
The War Trade Board announce (Ruling No. 214, dated 
the 10th September), the adoption of the following regula- 
tions with respect to the issuance of Export Licences : 


(A) Hereafter licences may be granted by the War Trade 

Board only upon application of the consignor, and only to— 

(1) Corporations organised under the laws of the United 

States, or of any State, Territory, or Possession 

of the United States, or of the District of 
Columbia, or 

(2) Residents of any State, Territory, or Possession of 
the United States or of the District of Columbia, 
or 

(3) Foreign partnerships with a member who is a resi- 
dent of any State, Territory or Possession of the 
United States, or of the District of Columbia, or 

(4) Foreign corporations actually maintaining in any 
State, Territory, or Possession of the United 
States or in the District of Columbia, an estab- 
lished branch or agency for the regular transac- 
tion of its business, or 

(5) Any foreign Government acting through any mem- 
ber of its Embassy or Legation accredited to the 
United States, or 

(6) The Traffic Executive of Great Britain, France, 
Italy, and the Consul for Belgium, or 

(7) Any official, firm, or corporation, appointed ty any 
Department or agency of the United States 
Government to act on its behalf. 

(B) Applications for Export Licences, and Supplemental 
Information Sheets and any other supplemental documents 
or letters relating thereto will only be considered by the 
War Trade Board when filed by such corporations, firms, or 
individuals, and only when signed in ink by— 

(a) An official duly authorised to act on behalf of a 
corporation if application for an Export Licence 
is made by a corporation. 

(b) A member of a firm if application for an Export 
Licence is made by a firm. 

(c) An individual himself, if application for an Export 
Licence is made by an individual. 
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(d) A regular employee of a corporation, firm, or indivi- 
dual making an application for an Export Licence 
if such employee has been duly authorised in writ- 
ing to so sign on behalf of such corporation, firm, 
or individual, and if such authorisation has been 
filed with the War Trade Board. 

(e) An attorney in fact of a corporation, firm, or indi- 
vidual making application for an Export Licence 
if such attorney has been properly authorised so 
to act by virtue of a Power of Attorney duly 
executed and filed with the War Trade Board. 

(fy A person duly authorised to act in their behalf if 
application for an Export Licence is made by a 
foreign government, the Traffic Executive, the 
Consul of Belgium, or an agency of the United 
States Government. 

These regulations are effective as to all applications for 
Export Licences filed on and after 20th Septemker, 1918. 


IMPORTS. 
MawnoGcany Logs MAY NoT BE IMPORTED EXCEPT FOR 
GOVERNMENT USE. 


By a new Ruling (No. 222, dated the 12th September), all 
outstanding licences for the importation of mahogany logs 
and mahogany lumber have been revoked as to ocean ship- 
ment after 10th September, 1918. From that date no licences 
for the importation of these commodities will be issued except 
to cover such shipments as the Director of Lumber of the 
War Industries Board shall certify to be suitable and neces- 
sary for Government use. y 


SURPLUS SHIP STORES AND SUPPLIES. 


The War Trade Board announce, in a Ruling (No. 224, 
dated the 12th September) that a general import licence, to 
be known as PBF No. 26, has been issued, covering the 
importation of surplus ships’ stores and supplies, which the 
Bureau of Transportation of the War Trade Board may 
order to be removed from vessels in United States ports. 


IMPORTS OF WOOLED AND PICKLED SHEEPSKINS. 


By a further Ruling (No. 225, dated the 12th September) 
of the War Trade Board, applicants for licences to import 
wooled and/or pickled sheepskins are required to furnish to 
the Bureau of Imports of the War Trade Board, before 
licences may be granted, an agreement not to sell the skins 
so imported at a price in excess of the price fixed by the 
Price Fixing Committee appointed by the President. 


ANIMAL Harr on ReEstrRictep Imports List. 


The War Trade Board have (by a Ruling, No. 226, dated 
the 12th Septemker) placed animal hair, other than horse- 
hair, hair of the angora goat, camel, and other like animals 
on the list of restricted imports. All outstanding licences 
for the importation of this commodity have been revoked 
as to ocean shipment from abroad after 15th September, 
1918, and no new licences will be issued except for ocean 
shipments from abroad made on or before 15th September, 
1918, shipments from Canada or Mexico by other than ocean 
transportation, and shipments coming as return cargo from 
Europe and Mediterranean Africa when shipped from con- 
venient ports where loading can be done without delay. 

The War Trade Board have (by the same Ruling) further 
restricted the importation of furs not on the skin, prepared 
for hatters’ use, including furs carroted. All outstanding 
licences for the importation of these commodities have been 
revoked as to ocean shipments made after 15th September, 
1918. From that date no licences will be issued except for 
shipments from Canada or Mexico by other than ocean 
transportation, and for shipments from Europe or Mediter- 
ranean Africa when coming as a return cargo from conveni- 
ent ports where loading can be done without delay. 


_ 
—— 



































Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 





EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION. 


PROHIBITED IMPORTS INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


A Proclamation under date of 27th September ordains 
that, as from and after the date hereof, subject as herein- 
after provided, the importation into the United Kingdom 
of the following articles is hereby prohibited, viz. :— 

Cassia lignea. 
Fibre flax seed for sowing. 
imento. 
Spectacles and eyeglasses complete. 
Time-recording instruments of all kinds, and move- 
ments and parts thereof. 
Watches and parts theregf. 

Provided always, and it is hereby declared, that this 
prohibition shall not apply to any such goods which are 
imported under licence given by or on behalf of the Board 
of Trade, and subject to the provisions and conditions of 
such licences. 

This Proclamation may be cited as the Prohibition of 
Import (No. 27) Proclamation, 1918. ~ 








APPLICATIONS FOR EXPORT OF GOODS TO 
DENMARK. 


Under ‘‘Notes on Trade” in this issue an announcement 
by the Director of the War Trade Department is given with 
regard to applications for licences for the export of goods 
to Denmark. 





PROHIBITED EXPORTS : NEW ORDER IN 
COUNCIL. 


The following Order in Council was made on 1st October :— 

Whereas it is provided ty Section 2 of the Customs (Ex- 
portation Prohibition) Act, 1914, that any Proclamation or 
Order in Council made under Section 8 of the Customs and 
Inland Revenue Act, 1879, as amended by the Act now in 
recital, may, whilst a state of war exists, be varied or added 
to by an Order made by the Lords of the Council on the 
recommendation of the Board of Trade: 

And whereas it is provided by Section 2 of the Customs 
(Exportation Restriction) Act, 1914, that any Proclamation 
made under Section 1 of the Exportation of Arms Act, 1900, 
may, whether the Proclamation was made before or after 
the passing of the Act now in recital, be varied or added to, 
whilst a state of war exists, by an Order made by the Lords 
of the Council en the recommendation of the Board of Trade : 

And whereas by a Proclamation, dated the 10th day of 
May, 1917, and made under Section 8 of the Customs and 
Inland Revenue Act, 1879, and Section 1 of the Exportation 
of Arms Act, 1900, and Section 1 of the Customs (Exporta- 
tion Prohibition) Act, 1914, the exportation from the United 
Kingdom of certain articles to certain or all destinations 
was prohibited : 

And whereas by subsequent Orders of Council the said Pro- 
clamation was amended and added to in certain particulars : 

And whereas by the said Proclamation as subsequently 
amended it was provided inter alia that the exportation of 
goods marked “C” in the Schedule to such Proclamation 
should te prohibited to all destinations in European and 
Asiatic Russia, and in other foreign countries in Europe 
and on the Mediterranean, except France and French 
Possessions, Italy and Italian Possessions and Portugal, 
and to all ports in any such foreign countries. 

And whereas there was this day read at the Board a re- 
commendation from the Board of Trade to the following 
effect :— . 

That the Proclamation dated the 10th day of May, 
1917, as amended and added to by subsequent Orders 
of Council, should be further amended by making the 
following addition to the Schedule to the same :— 

That there shall be added to the list of goods marked 
“C”’ all goods not already appearing in the list of goods 
prohibited to all or any destinations in the said Pro- 
clamation as amended as aforesaid, with the following 
exceptions :— 

(1) Printed matter of all descriptions ; 
(2) Personal effects accompanied by their owners. 

Now, therefore, Their Lordships, having taken the said 
recommendation into consideration, are pleased to order, 
and it is hereby ordered, that the same be approved. 

Whereof the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs and 

Excise, the Director of the War Trade Department, and all 
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other persons whom it may concern, are to take notice and 
govern themselves accordingly. 





PRIORITY RECOMMENDATIONS IN BRITISH 
INDIA. 


An intimation has been sent to the Government »f India 
that for the.future the Priority Authorities in that counsry 
should grant priority recommendations when those Autho- 
rities are satisfied that the goods required are needed in 
India and when a refusal to grant such recommendations 
would compel applicants to purchase in foreign markets. 

It must be understood, however, that the grant of pricrity 
certificates in this country rests entirely with the Ministry 
of Munitions. 





APPROVED CONSIGNEES IN CHINA. 


The Controller of the Foreign Trade Department an- 
nounces the following additien and footnote is made to the 
list of approved consignees in China :— 

ADDITION. 
*Gaston Williams and Wigmore, 

Corporation, Shanghai. 

*“The name of this firm was removed from the lst of 
persons and bodies of persons to whom articles to be exported 
to China may be consigned, as it was understood that their 
name was already included therein, under the designation 
‘Gaston Williams and Wigmore Far Eastern Division Inc.’ 

“Owing to the receipt of a subsequent report the name of 
this Corporation has been re-included in the above-men- 
tioned list.’’ 


Electrical Engineering 





FUEL SECTION. 


THE FUEL WOOD ORDER, 1918. 


The Fuel Wood Order, 1918, dated 27th day of September, 
1918, has been made by the Board of Trade under Regula- 
tions 2F/2@/2s and 233 of the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations, as follows :— 

The Board of Trade deeming it expedient to exercise the 
owers conferred upon them by the Defence of the Realm 
tegulations for the purpose of maintaining the supply of 

wood suitable to be used for fuel, hereby order as follows: 

1. In this order the expression ‘‘Fuel wood’’ means the 
waste lop and top of felled timber exceeding 2 inches in 
diameter and any other timber unsuitable for conversion 
into sawn lumber or pitwood and waste produced in the 
conversion of timber at a saw mill or tactory. 

The expression ‘‘Local Authority,’’ ‘‘Local Fuel and 
Lighting Committee”’ and ‘‘Local Fuel Overseer’’ have the 
same meanings as in the Household Fuel and Lighting 
Order, 1918; and the Household Fuel and Lighting (Scot- 
land) Order, 1918. 

2. Where standing timber is or has been felled the 
person responsible for the felling shall, except as provided 
in paragraph 23 hereof, or unless otherwise permitted or 
directed in writing by the Controller of Timber Supplies, 
cause all fuel wood as and when produced by such operation 
to be collected into stacks at roadside or at some place or 
places convenient for removal by mechanical or other 
transport. 

A stack shall measure 16ft. by 4ft. by 2ft. by Sft. by 4ft. 
by 4ft., and be closely packed. 

3. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 23 hereof, 
every person who fells timber and every person converting 
such timber at a saw mill or factory shall hold all fuel 
wood produced at the disposal of the Board of Trade, and 
shall give notice thereof to the Divisional Officer of the 
Coa] Mines Department of the Board of Trade for the 
district in which it is lying, and shall if required deliver it 
at roadside or other place of removal mentioned in paragraph 
2, or at the saw mill or factory as the case may be to the 
order of such Officer. No such person shall offer fuel wood 
for sale or otherwise dispose of it before offering it to such 
Divisional Officer, who shall accept or refuse in writing 
any fuel wood or part: thereof so offered to him within 
28 days of the receipt of the offer. The titles and addresses 
of the Officers and particulars of their districts appear in 
the schedule hereto. 

4. No person shall sell fuel wood by retail without a 
licence from a Local Authority except as provided in 
paragraph 23 hereof. 

5. A licence to sell fuel wood by retail shall be in a form 
approved by the Board of Trade and may define an area 
within the district of the Local Authority issuing the 
licence within which the holder thereof may sell fuel wood 
and may with the consent of any other Local Authorit 
authorise the holder to sell within the district of suc 
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other Local Authority or within any part thereof as may 
be defined. | 

6. A licensed retailer shall not sell more than 2 tons of 
fuel wood to any person for consumption on any premises to 
which the Household Fuel and Lighting Order, 1918, or 
the Household Fuel and Lighting (Scotland) Order, 1918, 
apply during any period of twelve calendar months except 
with the consent in writing of the Local Fuel Overseer of 
the district within which such premises are situate. The 
said amount may be increased or decreased by notice issued 
by the Local Authority on behalf of and with the consent of 
the Controller of Coal Mines. 

7. Where a person has offered fuel wood to a Divisional 
Officer under paragraph 3 hereof, and it has been refused, 
he shall not sell or dispose of such wood, except as permitted 
by paragraph 23 hereof, to any person other than a licensed 
retailer, unless he himself is a licensed retailer. 

8. No person shall kuy or acquire, or attempt to buy or 
acquire for consumption more than the amount of fuel wood 
fixed by or in accordance with paragraph 6 hereof without 
the consent in writing of the Local Fuel Overseer. | 

9. A Local Fuel Overseer may, with the consent of the 
Controller of Coal Mines, require consumers within his 
district to take fuel wood in part satisfaction of the allow- 
ance of fuel granted to them under the provisions of the 
Household Fuel and Lighting Order, 1918, or the Household 
Fuel and Lighting (Scotland) Order, 1918, provided that he 
shall not require any consumer to take more than one third 
part of his allowance in fuel wood, and for this purpose two 
tons or such larger amount as a Local Fuel Overseer, with 
the consent of the Controller of Coal Mines, may determine, 
shall be deemed the equivalent of a ton of coal. 

10. Any additional allowance of fuel granted under 
Clause 11 of the Household Fuel and Lighting Order, 1918, 
or under Clause 10 of the Household Fuel and Lighting 
(Scotland) Order, 1918, or any part thereof may be made 
in fuel wood. 

11. Where a consumer is required to take fuel wood in 
satisfaction of any part of his allowance, or of an additional 
allowance of fuel, the fuel wood so taken shall not affect 
the amount with which he is entitled to be supplied, or 
which he is entitled to acquire, under paragraphs 6 and 8 
of this Order. ; 

12. Where a Local Fuel Overseer has required a consumer 
to take fuel wood in satisfaction or part satisfaction of his 
fuel allowance, a licensed retailer shall supply such a con+ 
sumer with the amount which he is so required to take, in 
priority to all other customers not so required as aforesaid. 

13. A Local Fuel Overseer may grant to any consumer 
within his district a certificate entitling that person to 
obtain an amount of fuel wood, to be specified in such certifi- 
cate, in priority to all persons other than those mentioned 
in paragraphs 9, 10, and 12 hereof, and a licensed retailer 
shall supply such person accordingly. 

14. The price at which fuel wood may be bought or sold 
at roadside or other place of removal referred to in para- 
graph 2, or at a portable or forest mill, shall not exceed 15s. 
per stack for soft wood and 20s. per stack for hard wood, 
provided that the Controller of Timker Supplies may by 
notice under his hand vary such maximum prices from 
time to time, either generally or for any particular district, 
or for any particular class or description of wood. Whether 
any fuel wood is soft wood or hard wood shall be determined 
according to the usual custom of the trade and, in case of 
dispute, by the Controller of Timber Supplies. 

15. A Local Authority which deals in fuel wood, or which 
has granted licences to deal in fuel wood shall fix and give 
public notice of the maximum prices at which fuel wood, 
or any description thereof may be bought or sold by retail 
within their district, but shall not have power to vary the 
maximum prices fixed under or in accordance with the last 
preceding paragraph. Prices so fixed shall allow for the 
cost of transport and delivery, and for the sawing into short 
lengths to the extent to which such services are performed. 

16. Subject to Clause 14 hereof, no person shall buy or 
sell fuel wood by retail at a price exceeding the maximum 
price fixed in accordance with the preceding paragraph of 
this Order. Nor shall any person impose or attempt to 
impose any conditions on a sale or proposed sale of fuel 
wood under this Order. 

17. A licensed retailer shall exhibit and keep exhibited 
in a conspicuous position at every place where he sells fuel 
wood a notice of the maximum prices in force for the time 
being, or of any less prices at which he is willing to sell.. A 
hawker licensed as a retailer shall exhibit such notice on 
the vehicle from which he sells fuel wood. 

18. The Local Authority shall determine the method, 
whether by measure or weight, by which fuel wood shall be 
sold by retail within their district, and no person shall sell 
fuel wood by any method other than that so fixed. 
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19. Where fuel wood is delivered to the Order of a Divi- 
sional Officer under the provisions of paragraph 3, the 
person engaged in felling the timber, or the person engaged 
in converting such timber at a saw-mill or factory, shall, 
if he so desires, be entitled to hand the fuel wood and deliver 
it at such place as such officer may direct, at a price to be 
agreed with such officer. - 

20. A Local Authority may, on behalf of the Board of 
Trade, and is hereby authorised to require all persons en- 
gaged in the sale of or dealing in fuel wood to make such 
returns and to supply such particulars relating to their 
business as the Local Authority may for the purpose of this 
Order require. A licensed retailer shall in particular keep 
a record of all sales of fuel wood made by «1.2 exceeding 
in value one shilling, or such other value as may from time 
be determined by the Local Authority, showing the customers’ 
names and the dates and amounts of such sales, and such 
record shall at all times be open to inspection by the Local 
Authority, or by any person authorised in that behalf by 
the Board of Trade. 

21. A Local Authority shall in all matters relating to this 
Order act through the Local Fuel and Lighting Committee 
and Local Fuel Overseer. 

22. The licensed retailers of fuel wood in any district 
may nominate or elect a member to be added to the Local 
Fuel and Lighting Committee of the Local Authority for 
such district, and Clause 21 of the Household Fuel and 
Lighting Order, 1918, and Clause 30 of the Household Fuel 
aud Lighting (Scotland) Order, 1918, are hereby amended 
uccordingly. 

23. Nothing in this Order applies to fuel wood— 

(a) sold on the ground by persons engaged in felling 
operations or in operating a portable or forest 
mill in quantities not exceeding two tons to any 
one consumer in any period of twelve calendar 
months at a price not exceeding the maximum 
fixed under paragraph 14; 

(b) felled by an owner on his own land for his own use 
or for the use of his tenants and servants unless 
it is the waste of timber felled for sale; 

(c) collected or gleaned by persons for their own con- 
sumption in accordance with any custom, or with 
the consent, express or implied, of the owner or 
occupier of the land; 

(d) given to workmen according to the custom of the 
trade, or as part of their wages; 

(e) bought or sold for chemical purposes ; 

provided that any person to whom wood is sold under Clause 
(a) hereof shall bring it into account in calculating the 
amount which he is entitled to acquire under paragraphs 6 
and 8 of this Order. 

24. The Board of Trade may suspend the operation of this 
Order within the district of any Local Authority for such 
times and subject to such conditions, if any, as they may 
think fit. Notice of suspension shall be given by the Local 
Authority. 

25. All contracts other than contracts with a Government 
Department or with a Naval or Military authority for the 
purchase and sale of fuel wood existing at the date when 
this Order comes into operation are hereby abrogated. 

26. Infringements of this Order are summary offences 
against the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

27. This Order comes into operation on the 1st October. 
1918, and applies to Great Britain only. | 

28. This Order may be cited as The Fuel Wood Order, 


1918. 
THE SCHEDULE. 
Ref. Counties Com- Address of Divisional 
Letter. Division. prised in the Officer to whom all com- 
Division. munications are to be 
sent. 

A. Northern Northumberland. The Divisional Officer, 
(East) Divi- Durham. Fuel Wood Distribu- 
sion. tion, 122, Northumber- 

land St., Newcastle. 

B. Northern Cumberland. The Divisional Officer, 
(West) Westmorland. Fuel Wood Distribu- 
Division. N. Lancashire. tion, Bank of Liverpool 

Chambers, New St., 
Lancaster. 


S. Lancashire. 


Cheshire. 


The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 22, Cooper St., 
Manchester. 

The Divisional Officer, 


C. Lancashire 
Division. 


D. Yorkshire (W. W. Riding of 


Riding) Yorkshire. Fuel Wood Distribu- 

Division. tion, Commercial Build- 
ings, 36, Park Row, 
Leeds. 


EK. Yorkshire (N. 
& E. Riding) 
Division. 


N. & E. Riding 
of Yorkshire. 


The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, General Offices, 
N.E. Railway, York. 
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Ref. 
Letter. 


F. 


L. 


M. 


N. 


QO. 


r. 


Division. 


East Midland 


Division. 


West Midland 
Division. 


Midland 


Division. 


South Mid- 


land Division 


Eastern 
Counties 
Division. 


Norfolk and 
Suffolk 
Division. 


Central 
Counties 
Division. 


Metropolitan 
Division. 


South Eastern 
(Kent) 
Division. 


South Eastern 
(Sussex) 
Division. 


Southern 
Division. 


Western 
Counties 
Division. 


Devon and 
Cornwall 
Division. 


Scotland 
(Northern) 
Division. 


Scotland 
(Eastern) 


Division. 


Scotland 
(Western) 
Division. 


Scotland 
(South 

Eastern) 
Division. 


Scotland 
(South 
Western) 
Division. 
Wales 
(Northern) 
Division. 


Wales 
(Southern) 
Division. 





Counties Comprised in 


the Division. 


Derby. 
Nottingham. 
Lincoln. 


Shropshire. 
Herefordshire. 


Staffordshire. 
Warwickshire. 
Worcestershire. 


Leicestershire. 
Northampton. 
Rutland. 


Huntingdon. 
Bedfordshire. 
Cambridge. 
Part Hertford. 
Part Essex. 
Norfolk. 
Suffolk. 


Oxfordshire. 
Berkshire. 
Buckingham. 


Metropolitan 
Police Area and 
adjoining districts 


Kent. 


Sussex. 
Part Surrey. 


Dorsetshire. 
Wiltshire. 
Hampshire. 


Somerset. 
Gloucester. 


Devon. 


Cornwall. 


Caithness. 
Sutherland. 

Ross & Cromarty. 
Inverness. 
Nairn, Elgin. 
Aberdeen, Banff. 
Kincardine. 
Forfar, Perth. 
Kinross. 
Clackmannan. 
Fife, Orkney. 
Shetlands. 
Argyll, Bute. 
Dumbarton. 
Sterling. 
Renfrew, Lanark. 
Linlithgow. 
Edinburgh. 
Haddington. 
Peebles, Selkirk. 
Roxburgh, Berwick 
Ayr, Dumfries, 
Kirkcudbright, 
Wigtown. 


Anglesey. 
Carnarvon. 
Denbigh, Flint. 
Merioneth. 
Montgomery. 
Brecknock. 
Carmarthen. _ 
Cardigan. 4 ° 
Glamorgan. 4 
Monmouthshire. 
Pembroke. 
Radnor. 





Address of Divisional 
fficer. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, Bentinck Build- 
ings, Wheeler Gate, 
Nottingham. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 9a, Pride Hill, 
Shrewsbury. 


The Divisional Officer, 


Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 24, Temple Row, 
Birmingham. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 


tion, Lloyd’s Bank 
Chambers, High St., 
Leicester. 


The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 27, Regent St., 
Cambridge. 


The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 12, Upper King 
Street, Norwich. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 20-21, Market 
Place, Reading. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, Holborn Viaduct 
Hotel, E.C.1. 

The Divisional Officer, 


Fuel Wood Distribu- | 


tion, 27, Quarry Hill 
Road, Tonbridge. 
The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 7, Railway Ap- 
proach, East Croydon. 
The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, Crown Chambers, 
14-16, Bridge Street, 
Salisbury. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 1, Quay Street, 
Bristol. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, Midland Bank 
Chambers,38, High St., 
Exeter. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
bution, 35, Queensgate, 
Inverness. 


The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, West Station 
Buildings, Dundee. 


The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 122, Wellington 
St., Glasgow. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 19, St. James 
Square, Edinburgh. 


The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, 122, Wellington 
St., Glasgow. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, Post Office Build- 
ings, Lord St., Wrex- 
ham. 

The Divisional Officer, 
Fuel Wood Distribu- 
tion, Atlantic House, 
St. Mary’s Street, 
Cardiff. 
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GAS COKE PRICES ORDER, 1918. 


The Gas Coke Prices Order, 1918, dated the Ist day of 
October, 1918, made by the Board of Trade under Regula- 
tions 2¥ to 23s of the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 
~The Board of Trade, in exercise of their powers under 

‘Regulations 2¥ to 253 of the Defence of the Realm Regu- 
lations and of all other powers enabling them thereto, hereby 
order as follows :— 

1. This Order applies to all sales of gas coke or breeze in 
the United Kingdom for such industrial and other purposes 
as the Household Coal Distribution Order, 1917, or the House- 
hold Fuel and Lighting Order, 1918, do not apply to. 


2. (a) The maximum price of ordinary large gas coke 
delivered to a consumer by road vehicle shall in any district 
be the second highest price fixed under the Household Fuel 
and Lighting Order, 1918, for sales of coal in such district. 

(t) The maximum price of unscreened breeze delivered 
to a consumer by road vehicle shall be 40 per cent. of the 
corresponding price of ordinary large gas coke. 

3. (a) The maximum price of ordinary large gas coke o1 
unscreened breeze delivered in railway wagon or barge 
load or cargo to a consumer, or to a retail merchant for 
delivery by road vehicle to consumers, shall be less than 
the price prescribed under Article 2 of this Order by 12s. 
per ton in the case of deliveries within the Metropolitan 
Fuel Area as defined in Section 124 of the Household Fuel 
and Lighting Order, 1918, and in the case of deliveries in 
the rest of Great Britain by such amount as has been fixed 
by the Local Fuel and Lighting Committee for the district 
in respect of loading, cartage and delivery of coke, or, where 
no amount has been so fixed, by 10s. per ton. 

(b) Where the transport charges by rail, barge or ship, as 
the case may be are not paid either in whole or in part by 
the gas undertaking from whose works the coke or breeze 
is supplied, the maximum price shall be reduced by the 
amount by which such charges to the destination are not 
borne by the gas undertakings; provided that in the case 
of coke or breeze delivered into barge at gas works within 
the Metropolitan Area the amount by which the maximum 
price for coke or breeze delivered at destination shall be 
reduced shall ke 2s. 6d. per ton in respect of the service of 
lighterage plus any additional cost of transport by rail. 

4. (a) Additional charges may be made for the services 
of breaking, screening or washing coke or breeze provided 
that any dispute as to the cost of such services shall be 
submitted to the Controller of Coal Mines, whose decision 
shall be final and conclusive for all purposes. Any such 
charge shall be shown separately on the invoice. 

5. The price of gas coke or breeze sold by a gas under- 
taking to a factor or wholesale merchant shall be ls. 3d. 
per ton less than the price chargeable to a consumer under 
the provisions of this Order. 

Provided that :— 

(i) Where coke or breeze is dealt with by more than one 
factor or wholesale merchant before reaching the 
consumer or retail merchant the above amount of 
ls. 3d. per ton shall be divisikle between the 
different factors and wholesale merchants, and each 
seller, except in the case of the final sale to the 
consumer or retail merchant, shall at the time of 
the sale inform the purchaser how much of the above 
amount is included in the price, and shall show such 
amount on every quotation sale note, document or 
memorandum relating to the sale, and on the in- 
voice, in order that the maximum price may not be 
exceeded. 

(uj) Where payment is not made by the consumer or 
retail merchant before the date on which payment 
is due to the original owner of the coke or breeze or 
within thirty days of delivery of the same, which- 
ever is the later. the factor or wholesale merchant 
may make a charge not exceeding 24 per cent. in 
respect of credit to the consumer or retail merchant. 

6. Where a consumer purchases gas coke or unscreened 
breeze under a contract for not less than 50 tons of gas coke 
or unscreened breeze per month over a period of not less 
than 12 months, the maximum price chargeable by the gas 
undertaking at the gas works, that is the price prescribed 
by Articles 2, 3 and 5 of this Order reduced by the costs 
of transport and handling, shall be reduced by 10 per cent.., 
and the price chargeable by a factor or merchant in respect 
of coke supplied to a consumer under such a contract shall 
be correspondingly reduced. 

7. The Board of Trade may by notice under the hand of 
the Controller of Coal Mines suspend the operation of this 
Order or any provision of this Order within the district of 
any local authority or larger area for such times and subject 
to such conditions as may be prescribed in the notice and may 
in like manner restore such operation. 
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8. The maximum prices and charges provided under this 
Order may be increased or reduced by the Controller of Coal 
Mines either generally or as regards any particular class or 
case. 

9. All contracts for the purchase and sale of coke and 
breeze existing at the date when this Order comes into 
operation shall remain in force notwithstanding anything 
contained herein, but the prices payable under such contracts 
shall be modified so that it shall be a price not less than, 
and not exceeding, the price prescribed by this Order. 

Any party to such contract may apply to the Controller 
for the variation of or relief against any term or condition 
of such contract. 

10. Infringements of this Order are summary offences 
against the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

11. This Order comes into force on the 1st day of October, 
1918. 

12. In the application of this Order to Scotland the 
Household Fuel and Lighting (Scotland) Order, 1918, shall 
be substituted for the Houschold Fuel and Lighting Order, 
1918, wherever reference to the latter Order is made. 

13. This Order may be cited as the Gas Coke Prices Order, 
1918. 





DEFENCE OF THE REALM 
REGULATIONS. 


The following amendments to the Defence of the Realm 
Reguiations are announced under date of 27th September : 


DISPOSAL AND CONTROL OF WASTE. 
After Regulation 2 the following regulation shall be 


inserted :— 

‘‘2eE. (1) The Army Council may, with the concurrence 
of the Admiralty, the Minister of Munitions, the Board 
of Trade, the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, the 
Food Controller, and the Local Government Board, by 
order— 

(a) regulate, prohibit, or give directions with respect 
to, the collection, preservation, sorting, separation, 
disposal, treatment, destruction, sale, purchase, delivery 
or storage of waste as defined for the purposes of this 
regulation or of the order, and may confer on any local 
authority such powers as appear necessary for the 
purpose of giving effect to the order; and 

(6) authorise any local authority, upon an applica- 
tion by the authority, in any case where refuse is 
collected by the authority, to utilise any waste as so 
defined, and for this purpose to provide and use such 
plant as may be deemed necessary, and to combine upon 











such terms as may be mutually agreed upon with any 

other local authority for any purpose authorised in the 

order in accordance with their powers under this 
regulation; and 

(c) define what articles and material are for the 
purposes of this regulation or any order made there- 
uncer to be regarded as waste, 

(2) If any person contravenes or fails to comply with 
any provision of any order made under this regulation 
he shall be guilty of a summary offence against these 
regulations. 

(3) The Army Council may make arrangements with any 
other Government Department for the exercise by that 
Department on their behalf of the powers of the Army 
Council under this regulation and in such cases the 
Department shall have for such purpose the same powers 
as are by this regulation conferred on the Army Council, 
and the Local Government Board may, by arrangement 
with the Army Council, confer and impose on any local 
authorities and their officers any powers and duties for 
the purpose of the exercise of the said powers and duties 
of the Army Ccunci). 

(4) In the application of this regulation to Scotland 
the Secretary for Scotland shall be substituted for the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Local Govern- 
ment Board. 

(5) In the application of this regulation to Ireland the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
for Ireland and _ the Local Government Board 
for Ireland shall respectively be substituted for the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Local Government 
Board. 

CONTROL OF STRUCTURE, APPARATUS, ETC., OF 
SHIPS. 

The following regulation shall be substituted for Regula- 

tion 37c: 

‘37c. With a view to better securing the safety of 
British ships and the persons on tkoard them. 
the Admiralty, the Board-of Trade or the Shipping 
Controller may give directions :— 
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(a) that the structure of any British ships shall be 
altered or modified in such manner as may be specified 
in the directions ; 

(b) that any such ships shall forthwith be, and con- 
tinue to be, painted in such manner and fitted with such 
apparatus, contrivances or appliances as may be so 
specified ; 

(c) that such apparatus, contrivances, or appliances 
shall be kept in such a state or condition, and used in 
such manner as may be so specified ; 

(d) that the crews of such ships shall be properly 
instructed in the use of such apparatus, contrivances, 
or appliances ; 

(e) that such other precautionary measures as may 
be so-specified shall be adopted in the case of any such 
ships ; 

(f) that such records of the observance of any of the 
requirements of the directions shall be kept, and such 
certificates thereof shall be given, as may be so speci- 
fied. 

If any ship with respect to which any such directions 
have been given puts to sea from any port in the United 
Kingdom without complying with the directions, the 
owner or master of the ship shall be guilty of a summary 
offence aganst these regulations, and if the ship is sub- 
sequently found at any port of, or in the territorial 
waters adjacent to, the United Kingdom, the ship may 
be seized and detained; and if whilst any such ship is 
at sea there is a failure to comply with any requirements 
of the directions which are to be observed whilst at sea, 
the master of the ship or other responsible officer shall 
be guilty of a like offence.” 





DEALINGS IN DETONATORS. 

‘With reference to the Order made by the Army Council 
on the 15th day of June, 1916, applying Defence of the Realm 
Regulation 304 to Arms and Ammunition specified therein, 
the Army Council give notice that they hereby permit all 
persons to 

(a) buy, sell or deal in; or 
(b) offer or invite an offer or propose to buy, sell, or 
deal in; or 
(ec) enter into negotiations for the sale or purchase of 
or other dealing in 
Detonators within Great Britain. 

The Army Council desire to call attention to the fact that 
applications for a permit to deal in Detonators involving 
contmunication outside Great Britain should be addressed 
as heretofore, to the Secretary, M.I.6D., War Office, Lon- 
don, S.W. 1. 





TEXTILE SECTION. 





WOOLLEN AND WORSTED (CONSOLIDATION) 
AMENDMENT (No. 3) ORDER. 


The Army Council, in pursuance of the powers conferred 
upon them by the Defence of the Realm Regulations, hereby 
order that the Woollen and Worsted (Consolidation) Order, 
1917, shall be amended as follows :— 


1. In Clause 4 the word ‘‘noils’’ shall ke inserted after the 
word ‘“‘tops.”’ 
2. The following clause shall be inserted next following 
after Clause 6. . 
7. No person, the business carried on by whom consists 
wholly or partly in the production of goods of 
which wool or any derivative thereof, or mohair, 
alpaca, cashmere, or camel hair is a constituent part, 
shall, except under permit issued by or on behalf of 
the Director of Wool Textile Production, put into 
manufacture at any time after 30th November, 
1918, any noils made from merino, British or Colo- 
nial crossbred, or Persian wools, otherwise than for 
any purpose referred to in Clause 3 hereof. 
And the Order may be printed with the remaining clauses 
numbered consecutively from Clause 8 to Clause 23 respec- 
tively. 
3. The following clauses shall be inserted next following 
after Clause 8 of Schedule ‘‘A’’ annexed to the Order :— 


9. The basis of distribution as between individual manu- 


-facturers of wool felt hats shall be the consumption 
for civil orders in 1916, and the average number of 
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forming cards effecting such consumption. The re- 
quirements of machinery engaged on Government 
work in each period shall be deducted. 


10. The basis of distribution as between individual 
manufacturers of felt, other than that required for 
wool felt hats, shall be the consumption for civil 
orders in 1916, and the average number of inches 
in the carding sets effecting such consumption. The 
requirements of machinery engaged on Government 
work in each period shall be deducted. 


4. The following clause shall be inserted next following 
after Sub-section ‘‘D”’ of Clause 13 of the Schedule : —- 


“K.”? Export yarn rationing certificates for hand knit- 
ting and mending yarns will, in the majority of 
cases, be issued to spinners only. Any merchants 
exporting suchiyarns will obtain the number of the 
export yarn rationing certificates from the spinner, 
and will quote such number in his application for an 
export licence. Delivery certificates and monthly 
returns of deliveries will not be required from 
merchants in respect of hand knitting and mending 
varns. Application for export yarn rationing cer- 
tificates will only be made by the merchant when 
the yarn is already in his stock, or when it is 

° obtained from a spinner who helds no export yarn 
rationing certificate for the particular destination. 

5. The following words shall be added to Sub-section (1) 

of Clause 20 of the said Schedule :— 

1.x. (In addition to tops) All fleece, skin, or sliped wools 
which have not been through any process of manu- 
facture. 

And the said Schedule may be printed with Clauses 9 to 20 
numbered as Clauses 11 to 22 respectively. 

6. This Order may be cited as the Woollen and Worsted 

(Consolidation) Amendment No. 3 Order, 1918. 
[The Woollens and Worsteds (Consolidation) Order, 1917, 


was published on pp. 44-5 of the ‘““Journak’ of 10th January, 
1918. } 








THE IMPORTED FLAX (DEALINGS) ORDER, 
1918. 


In pursuance of the powers conferred on them by the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations, the Army Council hereby 
order as follows :— 


1. No person shall purchase or offer to purchase any 
Dutch Flax or Tow to be imported into the United Kingdom 
after the date hereof. 

2. Save as provided in Clause 1 and in the Russian Flax 
and Tow No. 1 Order, 1916, the Russian Flax and Tow No. 2 
Order, 1916, and the Russian Flax and Tow (Control) Notice, 
1917, it shall be lawful for any person not being a consumer 
of Flax to purchase or offer to purchase any Flax or Tow to 
be imported into the United Kingdom after the date hereof, 
provided further that it shall be lawful for any consumer 
of Flax to purchase any Flax or Tow of the description 
subject to a permit issued by or on behalf of the Flax Con- 
trol Board. 

3. No person shall without a permit issued by or on behalf 
of the Flax Control Board sell any Flax or Tow imported 
or to be imported into the United Kingdom. 

4. The Orders indicated in the Schedule hereto annexed 
are hereby repealed. i. 2% 

5S. This Order may be cited as the Imported Flax (Deal- 
ings) Order, 1918. 

SCHEDULE. 

The Linen Yarns (Control) Notice, 1916. 

The Linen Yarns (Control) Amendment Notice, 1917. 

The Courtrai Flax (Control) Notice, 1917. 

The Linen Yarns (Spinning) Order, 1917. 


FOOD SECTION. 








MARGIN OF MILK RETAILERS’ PROFITS. 


The statement which has appeared that the maximum 
margin of profit allowed to small retailers of Milk under 
the terms of the Milk (Winter Prices) Order, 1918, for the 
forthcoming winter is only 43d. per gallon is incorrect. 
The average margin that a small retailer of milk will receive 
over the period covered by the Order (unless it be varied 
by Local Food Committees) is 74d. per gallon, which is the 
same amount as that permitted during the past summer, 
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The misconception that has arisen is probably owing to the 
fact that the margin from 1st October to 21st November is 
4id., and it has been overlooked that the margin from 
99nd November to 30th April has been fixed at 83d. per 
gallon, so that the average figure for the whole winter will 
be 7id. 

The Food Controller found it necessary to adjust the 
margin in this way so that the retail price might be an 
exact number of pence per quart; otherwise insuperable 
difficulties would have arisen in the case of persons buying 
pints or fractions of a pint of milk. 





THE CONTROL OF BONES. 
The Food Controller has issued Orders for the purpose 
of controlling bones and the resultant products, as follows: 


The Bones (Licensing of Purchases) Order, 1918, prohibits 
any person after 14th October, 1918, from buying, grinding, 


or treating any beef, veal, mutton, pork or horse bones 


except under licence, but no licence shall be necessary in 
respect of 
(a) Bones acquired for the purpose of human or animal 
consumption by domestic consumers, caterers, 
residential establishments, and institutions; 
(b) Sales and purchases of meat by butchers in the 
ordinary course of ‘their trade; and 
(c) Bones sold to and purchased by itinerant collectors 
or barrowmen. 

Applications for licences are to be made to the Secretary, 
Ministry of Food (Oil and Fat Section), County Hall, 
London, §8.E. 1. 

The Bones (Maximum Prices) Order, 1918, fixes maximum 
prices for beef, veal, mutton, and horse bones as from 
7th October. These prices are as follows :— 


Per ton. 

1. Horse bones, free from meat. ..........6.eeeeee ee £15 
Horse bones, not free from meat ............., £12 

2. Stale cattle leg bones (including tripers 
EE, . cnansnnecindenctsninsdivcnesbaldacedesiinenes £26 

3. Kitchen, streeter, waste dust hill or shoot 
PSOE OEE OM TCE PPE RT SSPE VENT OD £22 

4. Fresh marrow bones, viz., whole uncut 
thighs, buttocks, shins and clods clean om 


from meat 
5. All other undegreased bones ............+00+004: £22 
All bones to be sold free from rag, iron, or other foreign 
matter. The prices are on the basis that the bones are at 
seller’s option, either delivered free on rail at seller’s cail- 
way station or buyer’s factory, and are packed in re- 
ceptacles provided by the buyer free of cost to the seller. 


eeceeveeeeeeseeveeeseeeeseeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeta 





FEEDING STUFFS FOR CATTLE. 


The Ministry of Food are proposing shortly to issue an 
Order dealing with the distribution of feeding stuffs to cer- 
tain classes of animals. In the meantime, it has been de- 
cided to extend all existing Priority Certificates for feeding 
stuffs for livestock which would, in the ordinary way, expire 
on the 30th September, with the exception of the certificate 
recently issued to meet the special allowance of half hundred- 
weight of cotton cake for dairy cows. Instructions have 
been given to the Secretaries of Feeding Stuff Committees 
to authorise dealers to honour existing Priority Certificates 
pro rata until the 17th November. | 

Details of these arrangements will shortly be announced. 





REVISED BUTTER DISTRIBUTION SCHEME. 


It was the intention of the Food Controller to bring the 
Revised Butter Distribution Scheme into operation on the 
29th September, but it was found necessary to postpone the 
Revised Butter Distribution Scheme until the 14th October. 

The Revised Butter Distribution Scheme which comes into 
operation on the 14th October. involves certain restrictions 
on the purchases of British-made butter by retailers, caterers 
and institutions. Purchases will only be permissible on and 
after that date provided the buyer has obtained a Permit 
Form N. Fats 5, from his Local Food Control Committee, 
and the quantity specified on the Permit may only be ex- 


ceeded in the case of retailers who are entitled to purchase. 
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an additional 5 per cent. to cover wastage involved in the 
suksequent cutting up of the butter for their registered 
customers. Permit Forms are being made out by Food 
Jontrol Committees in conjunction with Permit Forms for 
Government Butter, and the retailers’ allowance of the two 
kinds of butter together will not exceed two ounces per 
week per registered customer. Margarine will supply the 
balance of his requirements. Similarly, the total allow- 
ance of the two kinds of butter together in the case of 
catering establishments and institutions will not exceed one- 
third of their certified butter and margarine requirements 
for the week. Margarine will supply the balance of their 
requirements. Wholesale dealers in British made butter 
and blenders of British made butter will only require these 
Permit forms in respect of any British made butter required 
for their own retail or catering businesses. They must. how- 
ever. become licensed as wholesale dealers or as blenders of 
British made butter, as the case may ke, and application 
forms for this purpose will be available immediately at the 
offices of the Divisional Food Commissioners, from whom 
copies may be obtained, Copies may also be obtained from 
the Secretary, Ministry of Food, Butter Section, New Countv 
Hall, London, 8S.E.1. The application forms must be lodged 
with the Divisional Food Commissioner for the district on or 
before 12th October. 

The British made Butter (Restriction) Order, 1918, gives 
effect to these provisions in detail. 





THE PIG (SALES) ORDER, 1918. 


Under this Order, the sale of pigs for slaughter is brought 
under similar control to that exercised by the Ministry of 
Food in the case of cattle and sheep. On and after the 6th 
October pigs sold for slaughter must, with certain excep- 
tions, be sold in a market to a Government buyer at the 
controlled prices. An exception to this rule is made in 
favour of the small owner, who is defined as a person who 
owns and sells for slaughter not more than three pigs in 
any vear. Arrangements are being made by which he will 
he akle to sell his pig as hitherto to the local butcher or 
to a dealer. Owners of pigs who may desire to do so may be 
authorised to send their pigs direct to bacon factories with- 
out passing through a market. Allocations of the available 
supplies of pigs will be made to bacon curers and butchers 
on the basis of their trade. The maximum prices for pigs 
remain the same as under the Pigs (Prices) Order, 1918, 
namely, 21s. per score live weight, and 28s. per score dead 
weight, including offals, except that a per head charge will 
now be collected by the Ministry of Food to cover the cost 
of transport and other distribution expenses. The amount 
of this charge to the seller will be 2s. 6d. per pig, the charge 
to the buyer will vary with the weight of the pig. No per 
head charge will be collected from a small owner or from 
yee seller of a pig which weighs on sale 150 Ib. live weight 
or less. 

The Order does not extend to Ireland. 





MAXIMUM WINTER PRICES OF MILK. 


The Food Controller has made an Order, dated the 30th 
September, 1918, sukstituting the maximum prices set out 
in the following table for the maximum price fixed Ly the 
Milk (Winter Prices) Order, 1918, on a scale by a whole- 
saler when delivery is made to the buyer’s premises :— 

Rate per 
Period of Delivery imperial gall. 
After the 20th Sept., 1918, and before the 
POE NN TIES © ius csenceneceiennaeraasrosnsdbanas 2s. 74d. 


After the 7th October and before the 22nd 


WO. IES dthccidits veces dS cdc cc ene ek 2s. 6d. 
After the 21st November and before the 17th 

Ps TIES inh ailing 2h saddle ckisciccinoee 2s. 73d. 
After 16th December and before the Ist 

Be I 53s iveas Wien chan a bbls ccdeecdbnwcsihinss. 2s. 8d. 





GENERAL SECTION.’ 
BUILDING TRADE, ENGLAND AND WALES. 


The National Agreement covering the whole of the 
building trade in England and Wales for. deciding 
principles on which changes in wages, rules and conditions 
ef employment shall be made during the war, or for such 











448 THE BOARD OF 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 





further period as may be agreed upon by the parties, has 
now been completed. 

Under its terms general wages applications are to he 
settled by the Committee on Production every four months, 
when special consideration may be given to the case of 
any district in which it is claimed that the rates are unduly 
low, or that the total war advances are not adequate. All 
Government Departments and their Contractors, and all 
employers of building trade labour engaged on Government 
work, directly or indirectly, are io adhere to recognised 
rules, rates and conditions, and any variations can only be 
made on the recommendation of a Conciliation Board, with 
power to appeal to the next higher Board, and ultimately 
to the National Board, subject always to the approval of 
the Government Department appointed for that purpose. 
There is to be complete abandonment of advertising for 
men by all Government Departments and Contractors, ex- 
cept upon terms consistent with the above, and all Govern- 
ment building works, wherever situated, are to be attached 
io a Conciliation Board. The Conciliation Boards and the 
National Board are to consider any questions which may 
be submitted to them by Government Departments. 

Sir George Askwith, when making the proposals in April, 
stated that they were intended to secure: 

(a) The utilisation of the existing machinery for deter- 
mining wages and conditions in the Building Trade 
without adding to the number of conflicting 
authorities. 

(4) The linking up of the existing machinery with the 
Committee on Production. 

(c) And to allow as much freedom as possible for the 
settlement of difficulties within the limit of 
decisions given by the above 

Av a meeting beld last week under his chairmanship a 
recent notice as to the payment of London rates to London 
men on country jobs was stated to have been cancelled, the 
Government desiring to refer the question to the National 
Board under the new procedure. Several other questions, 
such as wet time, scaffolders’ rates, country allowance, and 
walking time, are also being referred to them. In their 
explanatory statement, accompanying the scheme, the joint 
Secretaries of the Employers and Operatives stated that 
the suggestions were made with the object of remedying 
the conditions of confusion which now exist and are well 
known to all sections of the Building Trade. 

The first meeting of the National Board will be held on 
l4th October. 

The. Employers’ Secretary is Mr. A. 
Bedford Square, W.C.1; 

and the Operatives’ Secretary, Mr. F. Chandler, J.P., 
95, Brunswick Street, Ardwick Green, Manchester. 


G. White, 18, 





REGISTRATION OF BUSINESS NAMES 
ACT, 1916. 


The Home Office announces that under the provisions of 
the above Act those individuals or firms who, before the 
22nd February, 1917, changed the business name to the true 
surname or surnames of the individual or partners, with 
no addition other than the true Christian names (or initials), 
were not required to register under Section 1. By Regula- 
tion 14H under the Defence of the Realm Act, however, 
where any person, not being a natural born British subject, 
carries on, or purports or continues to carry on, or is mem- 
her of a partnership or firm which carries on or which pur- 
ports or continues to carry on, any trade or business in any 
name other than that under which the trade or business was 
carried on at the date of the commencement of the war, he 
or the firm shall not assume or purport to assume or use or 
continue after the 19th day of August, 1918, the assumption 
or use of any business name other than that by which he or 
the firm was ordinarily known at the date of the commence- 
ment of the war, unless an exemption under the Regulation 
has been obtained from the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department in respect of the changed name. 


Any individual or firm required under this Regulation to 
revert to the business name under which business was 
carried on before the commencement of the war must comply 
with the provisions of the Registration of Business Names 
Act, 1916. 
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COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 39 weeks ended 26th September, 1918: 


_ Week | 39 Weeks { Week 

ates _-ended _ ended | ended | 
26th Sept. 26th Sept./26th Sept./26th Sept. 
— Als. | 1918. |) 1918. 1918. 


IMPORTS, ‘ 





| | Exports. 
S | 

| Bales. | Bales. | Bales. Bales. 
America .. | 15,716 |1,275,332 — | 2195 
Brazilian he sf — | €,80 ae | wer 
— Indian ee sal —_— 115,958 —_— | = 

gyptian ” .-| 681 | 407,855 | — |. } 
Miscellaneous .. oad 78* | 98,030} = 

}] | 

16.475 (1,906,164 | — | 325 


Total 


* British West Indian. 

t Including 3,019 bales British West Indian, 1,643 bales Briti i 

: ’ 7 . an, 1, ritish W 
ry eran 8,611 bales British East African, and 2,747 bales Foreign Best 
African. | 





CORN PRICES. 


_ Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per 


quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 28th 
September, 1918, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
previous years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


Wheat. Barley. Oat. 


gs. d. aa wo 

Week ended 28th September - 6 | 50 
Corres ponding ak be awn | mie ieee “fos 
as oP ee = ve 32 7 30 9 | 19 5 

ae - «= wi --| 31 8 | 29 7, 19 8 
i _ “~ | 31:3 | 2 0 17 «10 

one - on a st te SS tae? 22 9 

oan - ie cs - | 43 5 400 4 , 26 5 

or hee aon ‘as ve 58 10 mae &t is BY 

re ae ag | we) Bw 6&6 | ee F 


| 
' 


*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1682, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight 
or by weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the “Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (64d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum 


post free. 


The Editorial offices are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. All editorial communications should be addressed to 
“The Editor.’’ 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are. H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 
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in Scotland, 30th July, 1918. [Cd. 9,133.] Post free, lid. 

Ministry of Reconstruction. Committee on relations between Kmployer 
and Employed. Final Report. (Cd. 9158.] Post free, lid. 

Trade of South Africa. teport on the Trade of South Africa for the 
year 1917. (Cd. 9155.) Post free, 4d. 





Statutory Rules and Orders. 
Price Id. each (post free 14d.). 

91S. No. 1089. Defence ef the Realm, Ministry ef Food. Grocery Syrup 
(Distribution to Manufacturers) Order, Slst August, 191s, 

iS. No. 1004. Defence of the Realm. Ministry of Food. Canned Meats 
(Requisition) Order, 3lst August, 1918. 

IvIS. No. 1098. Defence of the Realm. Fire Brigades (South Western 
Area) Order, 14th September, 1918. 

1s. No, 1000, Defence of the Realm. Ministry ef Frod, Small and 
Additional Acreage Order, 4th Septem -r. 1918, 

Isis. No. ltd, Defence cf the Realm. Ministry of Food. Order amending 
= Bacon, Ham and Lard (Prices) Order, 6th September, 
DIS. 

iis. No. 1i12/L.os. Supreme Court England, Procedure. Rules of the 
Supreme Court (No. 2), Sth September, 1918 

lyIs. No. Lil4. Gos. Calorific Power. Sowerby Bridge Gag (Standard of 
Culorific Power) Order, 20th August, 1515. 

Iiis. No. Ty. Defence of the Realm. Household Coa! (Requisition) Order, 
‘th September, 191s. 

vis. No. ills. Defence of the Realm. Ministry of Food. Tallow and 
Dripping (Restriction of Export and Import), 10ti 
September, 1915. 

Wis. No. 1110. Defence of the Realm. Tea (Licensing of Wholesale 
Deuiers) Order, lUth September, 1918. 

iis. No. lizl. Defence of the Realm. Order in Councii, 4th September, 
1918. Further amending the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations. 

Wis. No. 1124. County Court. Ireland. Districts and Sittings Order in 
Council, 15th August, 1918, and Prociamation. 

‘91s. No. 1125. Military Service. Military Service (No. 7) Regulations. 
vth September, 1914. 

vis. Ne. 1126. Registration of Electors. Order in Council, 4th September, 
1918. 


isls. Ne. W27. Registration of Electors, England Rh. P. Supplemental 
Scale of Registration Expenses for England and Wales. 

}Oi8. No, Ikki. Public Health, England. Prevention of Epidemic, Endemic, 
or Infectious Diseases. Regulations (No. 2%), 6th 
september, 1918. 

19is. No. 11837. Defence of the Realm. Food. Local Authorities (Food 
Control) Order (No. 4), 1918. 

Nis. No. 1129/8. 46. Registration of Electors, Scotland. Representation 
of the People. 10th September, 1918. 

191s. No. 1141. Defence of the Realm. Timber Control (Amendment) 
Order, 9th September, 1915 

191s. No. 1145. Registration of Electors. Order in Council, 4th September, 
1918, 


WIS. No. 1148/8. 47. County Council, Scotland. Order 12th September, 1018, 

Wis. No, 1149/8. 48. Defence of the Realm, Order of the Board of Trade, 
13th September, 1915. 

1918. No. 1167/S.49. Supplemental Scale of Registration Expenses for 
Scotland. 16th September, 1918. 


*Publication suspended durug the period of the War 
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PERMANENT DEPARTMENTS: 


A.—DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 


(Str H. LLEWELLYN SMITH.) 


Commercial Relations and Treaties.—H. Fountain, C.B., 
C.M.G. (Assistant Secretary), Gwydyr House, White- 
hall, S.W. 1. 

Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence)—( Joint 
Department with Foreign Office).—Sir W. H. Clark, 
K.C.S..., C.M.G. (Comptroller-General), 73, Basinghall 
street, E.C. 2. 

Industries and Manufactures.—Percy Ashley (Assistant 
Secretary), Gwydyr House, Whitehall, S.W. 1. 

Industrial Property (including Patent Office).—W. Temple 
‘ranks, C.B. (Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs 
and Trade Marks), 25, Southampton Buildings, 
Chancerv Lane, W.C. 2. 


Jndustrial Power and Transport.—H. F. Carlill (Assistant 
Secretary), 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 


Statistics.—A. W. Flux (Assistant Secretary), 68, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 1. 





General Economic Deparitment.—S. J. Chapman, C.B.E. 
(Assistant Secretary), Gwydyr House, Whitehall, 
S.W. 1. 


“Board of Trade Journal.’’-—-Uarcourt Kitchin (Editor), 
7, White hall Gardens, S.W.1, and 73, Basinghall 
Street, K.C. 2. 
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B.—DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION. 


(Str W. F. Marwoop.) 


Marine.—C. Hipwood, C. ‘ (Assistant Secretary), 7, White- 
hall Gardens, S8.W. 


Public Utilities and Harbours.—G. Roper, C.B. (Assistant 
Secretary), 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W. 1. 


Railways.—E. G. Moggridge (Assistant Secretary), 7, 
Whitehall Gardens, 8.W. 1. 


Companies.—H. A. Payne, C.B. (Comptroller), 55, White- 


hall, S.W. 1. 


Bankruptcy.—J. G. Willis, C.B. (Inspector-General in 
Bankruptcy), 1, Horse Guards Avenue, S.W. 1 


C.—GENERAL. 


Legal.—Sir R. Ellis Cunliffe (Solicitor), 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W. 1. 

Finance.—A. Barnes, 1.8.0. (Accountant-General), 7, 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 

Establishment.—S. W. gt eecieuant Staff Officer), 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 





ene eons eee 





aap —_gueetanae <- 
~——— _ eee ee ee — ee 


TEMPORARY DEPARTMENTS AND EXECUTIVE AUTHORITIES 


CONNECTED 


i.—Import Restrictions Department.—22, Carlisle Place, 
S.W.1. R. E. Enthoven, C.I.E. (Controller). 
Paper Control Department.-—23, Buckingham Gate, 
S.W.1. H. A. Vernet (Controller). 
3.—Coal Mincs en Viaduct Hotel, 
£.C. 1. Sir Guy Calthrop, Bart. (Controller). 


_-Timber Supplies eg geen, Newman Street, 
Oxford Street, W. Sir James Ball (Controller). 


5.—Tobacco and Matches Control Board.—1, Great George 
Street, S.W. 1. Lancelot Hugh Smith, C.B.E. 
(Chairman). 

6.—Cotton Control Board.—Victoria Hotel, Manchester. 
Sir A. H. Dixon, Bart. (Chairman). 


7._Commissioner for Dyes.—7, Whitehall Gardens, 
S.W.1. Sir Evan Jones, Bart. (Commissioner). 

8.—Industrial (War Enquiries) Branch.—88, Kingsway, 
W.C. 2. A. W. Flux (Director). 

9.—Railway Executive Committee.—35, Parliament Street, 
S.W.1. The President of the Board of Trade 
(Chairman). Sir H. A. Walker, K.C.B. (Acting 
Chairman). 

10.—Canal Control Committee.—7, Prince’s Street, S.W. 1. 
Sir Maurice Fitzmaurice, C.M.G. (Chairman). 

11.—Petrol Control Department.—19, Berkeley Street, 
W.1. Sir Evan Jones, Bart. (Controller). 











WITH THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


12.—Pool Board (Petrolewm Supplies).—116, Victoria Street, 
S.W.1. Sir W. Egerton, K.C.M.G. (Chairman). 

13.—Horse Transport Department.—7, Whitehall Gardens, 
S.W.1. R. H. Selbie (Controller). 


1}.—Tramways (Board of Trude) ¢ ‘om mittee. —8, Bucking- 
ham Gate, Westminster, S.W.1. J. Devonshire 
(Chairman). 


15.—Road Transport Board.—9, Berkeley Street, W. 1. 
Sir Evan Jones, Bart. (Chairman). 

16.—War Ttisks Insurance Office.—33-36, King William 
Street, I..C. 4, and 53, Cornhill, E.C.3. Sir D. 
Owen, K.B.E. (Chairman of Advisory Committee), 

17.—Aircraft Insurance Committee.—33-36, King William 
Street, E.C. 4. Montague Norman, D.S.O. (Chair- 
man of Advisory Committee). 

18.—Azir Laid Compensation C'ommittee.—Palmerston 
House, Old Broad Street, .C.2. Sir T. Elliott, 
Bart., K.C.B. (Chairman). 

19.—Jnsurance Intelligence Department.—13, Abchureh 
Lane, B.C. 4. G. W. Russell (Officer in Charge). 

20.—Commiltee on Work of National Importance.—Fitzalan 
House, Arundel Street. Strand, W.C. 2. Sir Hildred 
Carlile, M.P. (Chairman). 

21.—Controller of Trading Accounts of the Board of Trade. 
—Gwydyr House, Whitehall, S.W.1. H. Mead 
Taylor (Controller). 
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